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THE GOSPEL OF WORK.
GrorseE Many BIcHAEDSON.

Horace Greelay is eaid once to have made the remark:
“0f all horned cattls, the college praduate is the most to
be feared.”

There still lingers in some quarters & decided prejudice
againet the college graduate, You who are going out from
us to-day ag graduates will no doubt be made to feel this.
It rests with you, in part, to determine whether the next
class that goes from the University shall find this prejudice
greater or less than you will find it. It ia not very diffieult
for us to see some of the reasons for this lack of confidence.
In the first place, I do not believe that it ia in most cases a
prejudice against a higher sducation or apainst educated
persone, except &8 it is owing to a confusion of terms. It
is common to assume that the college graduate is necessar-
ily an educated man or woman, but this is 2 fundamental
error. It has thus far been found imposeeible, even in our
best and most thorough colleges and universities, to devise
any system of exerciees, requirements, or examinations
which will make it perfectly certain that the holders of
their diplomas shall be educated men and women.

An education is, in one respect, like & contagions disease
—not every one who is exposed to it takesit. The diploma
which you receive to-day is merely a certificate that you
have been exposed to an education ; whether you have
taken it or not, your future life alone will determine. Un-
doubtedly a great part of the prejudice against the college
graduate comes from direct contact with the uneducated
college gradusate, and in so far as this is the cass, I beliave

M44500



4 . The Goapel of Work.

Horace Greeley was right,—such college gradustes are, to

Tt : > eay the:lbadt, to be viewed with suspicion. |

e

The c‘hsnﬂeﬁ are that any young man who has spent four
R tho imt y‘ﬂnrs of hin life in college and has neglected to
make guol:'l use of his opportunities, will continue to follow
the same course after he graduates; and such are not the
kind of people for whom * the world stands sside to let pass.”

The most important prineiple for our guidance in life ia
a thorough realization of the law that nothing that is
worth having is to be had without work. When this law
has heen completely accepted and becomes part of our
moral fibre, other thinge will be added unto us:-—we have
started on the right road.

Ignorance of this law or the effort to evadae it is the canse
of much disappointment, misery, and crime. Thers are no
shortcuta to knowledge, to power, or to happiness. “HEm-
inence in any great underfaking implies intense devotion
thersto, implies patient, laborious exertion, either in the do-
ing or the preparation for it. “He who fancies greatnesa
an accident, a lucky hit, a stroke of good fortune, does eadly
degrade the achisvement contemplated and undervalues the
unerring wisdom and inflexible justice with which the uni-
verge ig ruled.” Those who are continually seeking an un-
earned happiness are the people that the world can beat spare.

An education which is itself acquired by hard work cannot
he gonsidered as & device for getting along in the world
without work: it merely makes our work the more sffective,
it enables us to work at the long end of the lever,—but
work we must. Genius is sometimes looked upon as a sub-
stitute for hard work, but this {oo is an error, as we shall
quickly recognize when we read the biographies of a few
men of acknowledged geniue. In fact, most men of thia clase
have exhibited an astonishing eapacity for work. On the
other hand, it is really surprising how closely the resulis of
application and energy resembles the results of genius,

Any system of education which fails to develop in the
individual & clear recogrnition of this great law of work must
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remain unsaiisfactory. The individual who fails to recog-
nize this law or who does not act according to it cannot be
considered as educated.

The old system of sducation, in which the time was spent
in studying Latin, Greek, and mathamatics, was an axcallent
eystem for those to whom it appealed, as ia proved by the
grand characters that have been developed by it. It was,
however, & very wasteful aystem, ad many of the young men
who went to college did not becoms interested in thir par-
ticular kind of work. Home of thia latter class, however,
were nevertheless educated by the contact with earnest and
educated men and by the countlese other educational forces
continually at werk outeide of the classroom at every college.

But too large a nomber of men succumbed to the habit,
formed by four years’ practice, of doing lifeless things in a
listlema way-

An abundance of leisure is & trial to which few men are
equal; it is a trial that should not needlessly be thrust upon
young people before habits of work have been establiehed.

Ags the weakness of the old system came to be recognized,
new rubjects wers added to the college curriculum to make
it more generally atiractive, or, ap some would ray, to make
it *“broader.” There were added a little modern langnage
study, a liitle history, s little politicsl economy, s litile
gciance, and so on, until the older college course was Bo
diluted that it offered wvery little training in serious
scholarship, and the resulis very well illuetrated the old
edage, *“ He who embraces too much, holds but little.”

While the old difficulty was far from being overcoms by
these changes, 8 new difficulty, a lack of thoroughness, waa
introdueed. *“A broad education,”— what erimes have been
commitled in that name!

The demand still frequently voiced for a fized course of
study which shall best fit the “averapge man® for the life of
{o-day is wholly irrational. It is mot worth while to ex-
change the tyranny of the old fixed course of study for the
tyracny of a new fixed course of study.
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Owing to the endless variety of human characters and
human tastes, and owing o the present extent of human
knowledge and human activities, such a course of study is
an sheolute impossibility. Such a process for prodocing
machine-made men would be prodigally extravagant of hu-
man material. In thuos attempting to produce a uniform
produoct, the very best part of the mental equipment of
many men would be cut away or hindered in growth io
make them fit into a system which at best is artificial. The
best preparation for the life of to-day is to know well some-
thing worth knowing,—-if possible, to know it betier than any
one elee knows it. Such a knowledge ie attained only when
the work necessary to it strikes a responsive chord in the
individual mind.

Our American eniversities are tending in the right direc-
tion, it seems to me, in offering the stndent a wide rangs of
rtudies and then allowing him to select for himeelf those to
which he will devote hiz attention. A university with un-
limited means should extend knowledge and offer instruc-
tion in every worthy subject. A subject to be worthy muet
be, first, such thai its seripus etudy offers good mental
training, and second, such that & knowledge of it tends to-
ward homan advancement. Buot the university with un-
limited means is an ider] which has no realigation.

It ia the first duty of & university to do well that which
it undertakes, There is no doubt but that much of the
eriticism which has been called forth by this introduction
of “electives” into the university curriculum is more than
justified by the conssquent crippling, owing to inadeguate
menns, of work previously undertaken, and to sn equip-
ment wholly inadequate to do justics to the new work.
The expansion of the curriculum under such cenditions is
thoroughly dishoneat, und the results are most deplorable,
It is a vulgar form of self-advertisement to which no uni-
versity should stoop. ' Desirable as it is to have s wide
range of studies from which the student may sslect, expan-
sion of the curriculum in any given institution is justifiable
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only when the work already undertaken is adequately done.

Bince all universities are hampered from a lack of funds,
it is eminently desirable that all universities should co-
operate in this expansion of their curricula, and instead of
following the old and narrow policy, dictaled by petty
jealousies, of establishing new departments becaues they
have bean established elsewhere, 1ot each university look to
develop where other universitiss have not developed, so
that somewhere, here or there, the stndent will be able to
find the thing he needs for his highest development.

With ample opportunities for stedying worthy subjects
the student should be gble to find in the universily that
thing which will beat enabla him to find his aphers of great-
est nsefulness in the world, that thing which awakens his
enthusiasm, —and it is not of great importance what the thing
is; it is the awakening that is of supreme importanee ; that-
is the firat great step towards s sound education,

Oue student will gain ingpiration from the great epics
of Homer, Dante, or Milton ; another will be thrilled and
incited to higher effort by reading the earth’s history in
the earth's crust ; a third will have his scul stirred snd be
able to detect nature's immutable lawe by the study of the
venation in the wings of insects. Any work which is thus
capable of inspiring men to new and nobler effort can ill be
spared from our educational system.

James Russell Lowell is reported to have said that his ad-
miration for Dante lured bim into the little learning that
he poseessed ; while the direction of Darwin's work was
determined by his desire to know all about coral reefs. As
often as pot it is the teacher, and not the subject taught,
thai first arouses the interest of the student.

Thomas Jeffarson aaid of one of his old teachers, that the
presence of that man on the faculty of the College of Wil-
liam and Mary fixed the destinies of his life. The univer-
pity that has & Mommeen, 2 Lowell, or an Agassiz in ita
faculty iz in the possession of & power for good that is be-
yond estimation. How important it is that the student



