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PREFACE

Ix this study the author has endeavored to outline the
development of state regulation of railroads in the South,
with special reference to the growth and present status
of regulation through the various state commissions.
The chapters on Charters, Early Laws, Constitutions,
and Recent General Railway Legislation are to be under-
stood as introductory, merely, to the main body of the
maonograph,

That there is a need for some treatise upon the subject
with which this one attempts to deal has for some time
been recognized by southern scholars. But whether
the publication of the pages here offered is justifiable,
in view of the brief treatment, only, which the author
has been able to give to this immense field, 1s a gquestion
concerning which he has long had the gravest doubts,
He has concluded to offer the treatise in its present
form, however, in the hope that students in the various
colleges and universities of the South may be encouraged
to take up the study of railroad regulation in each one of
the southern states, aided by the brief sketches here pre-
sented, and that thus the whole field may be the sooner
covered in the adequate manner to which its importance
entitles it.

The reader will notice that the treatment of the sub-
ject in this study has been confined to those states, only,
which lie east of the Mississippi and south of the Ohio
rivers and that, accordingly, the states of Maryland,
Missouri, Arkansas and Texas are not touched upon.

17} 7



4 PREFACE [3 18

This is for the reason, mainly, that the author has for
some time been working in the general field of railroad
transportation in the South with the hope of producing
within a few years a treatise upon the more recent
developments in those states which are included in the
Southern Freight Classification. It is proposed, in that
work, to treat of such topics as the Growth of the
Principal Southern Railroad Systems, Intercorporate
Relations, Special Rate Problems, and State and Federal
Regulation. This present monograph is offered, then,
as a small part of a larger work,

In his search for facts the writer has had to presume
upon the courtesy of many officials and iriends in various
parts of the South whose generous codperation has been
of such assistanee as to preclude a full acknowledgment
in this place of his indebtedness, He is under speeial
obligation, however, to Professor Charles Lee Raper, of
the Umniversity of North Carolina, for the suggestion of
the subject of this study, for sound criticism of the more
important drafts and for continued advice and encourage-
ment ; and to Professor W. C. Mitchell, for his careful
reading of the manuscript and galley prooi. To Pro-
fessor Edwin R, A. Seligman, especial acknowledgments
are due, and are here gratefully tendered, both for his
kindness in revising and preparing this study for publi-
cation, and for helpful suggestions and stimulating criti-
cism throughout the whole of the author's graduate
course.  Finally, to all the remaining members of the
Faculty of Political Science under whom he has studied,
he wishes to extend his gratitude for the widened out-
look upon human activity which they have steadily set
before him,

MaxweLL FERGUSON.
New Yorx Croy, 1gi6,
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