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FOREWORD

The series of Nature Studies contained herein were published first
in The Oakland TRIBUNE. When it was learned that Mr. Leach
had set down the results of his many years of observations of Califor-
pia's wild life, The TRIBUNE at once requested the privilege of
placing them before its readers. The sound judgment of this has been

more than confirmed by the testimonials of delight and benefit from
the readers.

Mr. Leach has produced something which any naturalist or lover
of the open places would be proud to call his own. He has written with
charm, simplicity, knowledge and a literary finish which give his studies
an uplifting quality, for both old and young folk.

FREDERICK FAULKNER.
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Wild Life in California

By FRANK A. LEACH -

CHAPTER I

THE DESERT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Its Wonders, Its Wild Life.

Its Beauties and Dangers

The Hermit of Palm Canyon

One evenlng In the middle of March, my
#son Ed, his wife and Hitle daughter. Vir-
glnfa, and aelf left our home In Pledmont for
the Bixteenth street depot. Oakland, prelimi-
nary to a vwisit to Palm Springs, Riverside
county, in Bouthern California,

We checked our baggage to Whitewater, the
raliroad end of the trip, and bearded the traln
which was to take us to Los Angeles.

After getting located In our reservations
and eettling with the conductors for the might
1 thought I would go Into the buffet car,
smoke and read untll bedtime. The car was
crowded. The only vacant eeat brought me
next to a party of politiclans who were having
one of those “talks" so much enjoyed and so
commonly indulged in when two or more kin-
dred souls, whe think It their destiny on this
earth to make and unmake statesmen, meet
with a lMttle time on thelr handa .to &pare.
They were alli men well known In the Btate by
their activities In politics, who would not feel
complimented to be styled politiclans, for they
were not, In the offensive sense of the term.
They did not recognize the writer, for which
I was thankful, aa 1 was now glad to escape
becoming Involved in discussions of matters
that no longer Intersated me more than be-

comes an  ordinary citizen. They talked
rather loudly. T could not help hearing every
word sald, T could not move away, for there

was no cther vacant seat in the car. 1 tried
to read. I did turn over several pages of my
book. every one of which I read and reread,
but when conversation turned upon men that
I knew quite well and others that were Intl-
mate frienda It was diffioult to follow the
lines In more than a mechanloal way. After
finishing my smoke [ concluded to go to bed
and read where 1 would not be an unwilllng
listener to the conversation of others and
there would be no one to disturb me. When
I went to my car and threw open the cur-
tains t0 my berth, to my astonishment there
was i big fat man apparently sound asleap
in the bed. T quietly closed the curtains and
went to the porter at the other end of the
ear and agked for an explanstion. He didn’t

know anything about it and peemed to care
less, but flnally sald he would call the con-
ductor., This officlal looked at my ticket
and said the berth was mine and that the
man had no business there. He called a
couple of brakemen and the three men went
to the berth, T pupposed with the purpose of
ejecting the intruder. Whether the job, con-
sldering the size of the man, or for aome
other reason, looked to be too great An un-
derteking, I did not learn., However It was.
in a short time the conductor eame to me
and asked If I would not take another lower
berth, which of course was all the same to
me, so I consented. He sald some uncom-
plimentary things about the other fellow, but
did net offer any explanation of why he let
him remain In the berth, though he sald the
man knew he had no right there.

I could met help but notice the great in-
fluence over the manners and civility of
grown people wrought by the actions and
speeches of o bright, Inpocent, sweet Lttle
thing ke Virginla. The conductors and
brakemen, who are generally short, if not
gruff, and porters who are stolld, iargely
made go by constant contact with unreason-
able and Inconsiderate iravelers, were all
smites and ready to surrender everything
when In the presence of that dear little girl

After a stop in Los Angeles we boarded an-
other traln which was to convey us to White-
water, sltuated about nine miles from Palm
Springs. This litlle town Ia Tocated on that
part of desert lying between the San Berner-
dine and 8an Jacinto ranges of mountaina in
the extreme southerly part of Californian. This
particular part of the desert Iz that portion of
the great Colorado Desert that extends Into
the State of California. Palm Springs Is a
little town of about forty or fifty houses, In-
cluding a scheool, church, hotels, stores and
garages,

Our train took us out through the famous
8an Gabriel Valley, passing Pomona, Ontario,
Colton, Beaumont, Banning and several other
towns of lesser Importance. For the distance
of ten or fifteen miles from Los Angeles the
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Iand seemed to be dndés'n high statd of SaKis
vatlon or “intensified farming.” Beyond to
Banning orchards, grain and hayfields pre-
dominated In the use of the land adiacent to
the rallroad, about all of which appeared to
be In a falrly prosperous condition.

Leaving Banning we passsd into the dessrt.
The desert s not without wvegetation. In
fact ft ig covered with shruba, plants and
cactus, with here and there growths of Pale
Verde and smoke trees and palms. Frebably
seventy-five per cent of all {s a shrub that
grows from two (o possibly ten feet in height,
called the Creosots Bush or Larrea Mexicana.
It s an evergreen and at that time was
covered with small yellow flowers. It s &
reslnous shrob and emits somethlng of =&
creosote, or carbolic acld mmell, which wa
noted whils tramping through ft, for some-
time before we learned from what it
emanated. It is sald that In certain localities
on the deesrt the branches of the shrub be-
come Incrusted with a gum-lke sobstance
dentieal with the shellac Imported from the
Orlent, and that it is used by the Indlans for
cementing purposes. The leaves and young
branches are said to poskess medicinal virtges.

The next most common plant I8 & per-
renlal ordinarily with leavea of the dusty
miller gray shade. The plant rarely grows
more than elghteen inches high and generally
covers a gpace of from two to three feet In
clreumference. From thls area hundreds of
naked green stems are sent up, surmounted
with yellow composite flowera of about &n
inch or more in dlameter. The disk or cen-
ter, ag well asz the rays, are bright yellow.
‘We saw & few plants where the centers of the
flower were dark brown, and in Chine Canyon,
2008 feet above the desert, we found many
of these plants where the leaves Instead of
belng gray were gresn.

There are & few other gray plants, among
which I8 & specles of Terba Sania, with a
viplet flower. These plants, howevar, are
not as common as the first mentioned.

Next to the yellow flowered gray plant In
importance as to gquantity |s the eactus family.
We noted five variefies, all of which were
In bloorm, glving by far the most beautiful of
‘all the blossome we saw on the desert, Some
of the cactus bore red flowers, some showy
plnk blossoms, and othera yellow.

At Whitewater an suto stage mests pas-
sengers, boupd for Palm BSpringa, so at this
peint we left the trein and were soon on the
way to the springs. The road In sections
was In fine conditlon. Eeing State highway
it had been paved, but flood waters had
damaged nnd washed It out In places.

Palm Springs ia an ocasls of the desert, but
not naturally =so. Thirty years or more ago
somebody concelved the ides of creating a
town or city on the spot. The land WAE ac-
quired and surveyed inte blocks and sireets.
with lots of 27% feet frontage. Water from
a mneighboring canyon was brought to the
Alte and Improvements in the way of build-
ings end the planting of trees was begun, We
were told that the lots wers sold rapldly and
thet one day's sales amounted to over one
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hundred and seventy thousand dollars. FProb-
ably the résson for locating the proposed efty
at the spot was due to the presence there of
an immenss hot spring. Another enthusiastic
person located a place about three miles
further south whers there now 8 a small
grove of palm trees growing, at which he
erocted a hotel, beautified the grounds and
called it the Garden of Eden. He constructed
& narrow gauge rallroad to connect the Gar-
den of Eden with the Southern Pacifle rafl-
road, running the tracks te Palm Bprings
station on the latter road, Nothing la left of
the enterprise now but the grove of palm
trees. It falled for the lack of patronage, but
that was before the day of automoblies and
great Increase of population in the southern
part of the State.

The Immenge hot apring Jjust mentioned
was curbed and made to suopply water for
the bathhouse that was erected, and o small
hotel was built. Some of the adjoining lands
weore planted out in vineyard and to fruit,
principally citrus, but in a small way. All
grew most luxuriantly, For many years there
was not sufficlent patronage to justfy Keep-
ing the hotel open. It fell into other hands
and now with the besutiful grounds la a pri-
vate home.

The advent of the touring autos and the
greater population Ia  nelghboring clties
brought about n change. The charm of this
heauty spot on the desert with its salubrious
winter climate became known to the people
of Los Angeles, Pasadena, San Diego and
other citles of the south, and now the trouble
is to take care of all whoe wish to visit the
place. .

The area of land that was reclaimed from
the conditions of the desert probably would
not greatly exceed Cfifty acres. The trees
that were planted upon the land have reached
maturity, . The fresh bright green of the
citrug trees, the great spread of the thrifty
fig trees, the ahade of the great cottonwoods,
acrea of green meadows and green lawns
aboiit the hotel and privats grounds, would be
features of attraction almost anywhere, but
here the contrast with the desert ia so great
that the springs not only appear as B place
of Besmuty, but a delightful haven of rest and
retreat.

Excepting the territory just described and
gome rallroad grant possessions, the desert
Jand thereabouts has been made an Indlan
regervation. A number of Indlans have
targe holdings under cultivation. Within re-
cent years the government has been en-
courAging them to plant orchards on quite
an extenalve acale, alding them In the pur-
chess of trees and bringing water from the
adjacent mountain through the establishment
of & systems of lrrigating ditches

These ditches are rock Nned and cementad
& a8 to Insure ns lttle loss of water as
possible. Beveral of the Indians are graduates
of the well-known school near Riverside. All
the Indiane we wmaw appeared to have
abandoned the habits and customs of their
forefathers. There Wwere no loafers wrapped
In blankets or shawls hanging around the
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streets or other pluces where white peopls
congregate, As wad common & few yYears ago.
The men now were as folly cecupied with
business affaira and wy active aa thelr white
nelghbors.

Their wives were at home attending to
household dutles, and some of the childrén
were In attendance at the public school. And
what is more to thelr credit the school teacher
told me that their children were as bright and
as quick to Jearn as the white children.

In deseribing the locatlon of Palm Springs
1 whould have mentioned the fact that it ia
asituated on the edge or western side of the
desert, at thae foot of the SBan Jacinto range
of mountains, In fact the shadow of the high
Ban Jacinto peak I& thrown over the town
comparatively early In the afterncon as the
setting sun drope behind the summit. This
mountaln is nearly eleven thousand feet high,
with several nelghboring peaks reaching six
to elght thousand feet of elevatlon. Palm
Bprings har an elevation of about 500 feet
above sex level, but the grade of the desert
toward the mouth drops rapidly and at =&
distance of fifteen miles, or at Indio, the
floor of the valley s tWenty-two feet below
the sea level, and at a distance of fifty-seven
miles further on, at Saltom, the floor of the
valley s over two hundred and sixty feet
beiow,

Like all other mountain ranges, the sides
of Ban Jacinto range overshadowing Palm
Springs are gashed with canyons. Some are
Inslgnificant, but many are deep and can be
followed back Into the mountaina for miles.
Three miles north of the springs ls the en-
trance of Chino Canyon. 8ix miles south is
the entrance of Palm Canyon. Between the
Iast named and the springs are geveral other
eanyons, the prinelpal ones belng Murray,
Andreas and Tahquitzz The latter Is located
only a mile and & half from the springs.
Andreas four miles and Murray five. Tahquitz
has a beautiful waterfall made accessible by
an easy trafl,

The features of Interest in Palm Canyon ia
the growth there of numerous native palm
trees known in  botanleal eireles as the
Washingtonla fllifern, A few of these trees
are found in the other canyons previously
mentioned, excepting In Tahgultz. They also
appear in one other canyon north of Chine,
and In several other canyons south of Palm
Canyen. Theéey are more numercus on the
opposite slde of the desert or along the base
of the Ban Bernardino range. The maximum
height of the trees is about meventy-flve feet,
the largest trees have a trunk dlameter of
about three feet. The huge fan-like leaves
thrust from the top of the tress give a pleas-
ing ahade, As the trunk ascends in growth
the leaves die and hang down, making a thick
thateh mround the trunk, suggeative of a great
petticont. Hut it is only cecasionatly you will
find a large tree with its petticoat preserved.
Fires, Intentlional or accidental, have burned
them off. TUnleas the fires burn Into tha top.
or greem part, which seldom happens, the
trees are uninjured. It s sald thess trees
are pecuiiar to that section of country ex-

tending from the marging of the northern
part of the Colorade desert into, Lower Oall-
fornin. They are commonly ealled California
fan palma.

‘We made the hotel, or inn, a8 it I8 most
commonly called, our headquartere. It Is
centrelly sltuated in the territory that we
wished to cover In cur study of nature’'s pro-
ductlons. So it waa from this point we made
dally excurstons out on the desert and to the
various canyons mentioned. Generally we
took our lunches with us and would walk
from aix to fifteen milles. Bome of the places,
the larger cinyons In particular, we vialted
several times to enable us to obsarve all of
the features of Intereat, such as the geological
formations and recent changes therein, the
flora peculiar to the section, and eapecially
aome of the desert insect life.

The remarkable vigorous growth of the
numercus citrus trees, the strong and healthy
appearance of the fig and numerous other
fruit, shade and ornamental trees in and
about the little town suggested & soil con-
dition of unusual fertility, In the hotel
grounds there were growlng many beautiful
trees of different kinds, among which were
a coupls of treea near the offiee  bearing
grape fruit. These trees were about twenty
feet in helght and the great size of the fruit
hanging from the branches at once attracted
the attention of all incoming guests. Some
of the largest fruit measored within a frac-
tion of twenty-four Inches in cireumference,
which would give them about eight inches
diameter. y

We had not been long In the place before
we moted that It was teeming with bird Iife
with numercus gongeters, In fact the air was
filled with bird wusic, In which the singing
of the linnets and Bullock orioles was the
most prominent. The last named was one
of the most numerousa birds around the
springs grounds. As the nesting season was
now on we found several pairs of these birds
at work constructing the pecullar hanging
nests for which they are noted on the under
pide of the big leaves of the palm trees

A few moments' walking northerly, east-
erly or southerly would take a person beyond
the lands reclalmed for town purposes, out
among the shrubs, cactus and wild flowers of
the desert. The floor of the desert consists
of what might be roughly called cosrse sand,
but properly speaking it i8 composed of the
ergeions from the granite masses forming the
mountalns bordering the deesrt. In the
course of time where it recelves an abund-
ance of water and some humus, and s

worked, it seems to slowly decompose Bnd
form soil. It should be rich In some of the
elements nutritive to plant life, especinlly

potash. Ordinary mand la composed almost
wholly of allicia, which is inscluble and there-
fore differs from the go-called sand of the
deaert.

As you approach the mouths of the canyons
from the main level of the desert this sand
becomes coarser and coarser untll finally you
begin to encounter boulders, then big broken



