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INTRODUCTION

What to read and how to read it.—these are the
problems  that confrent the teachers of the grammar
grades, For the primary grade teachers these matters ave
easily settled, Our little children’s desive to read the
printed page is enough impetns to carry them sueeesstully
through book after book cven thongh the content be of
little value as literatare. It is when this period of teaching
the mechanies of reading is past, that both teacher and class
lose interest in the effort to master the printed page, and
our children's reading deteriorates. The reading period
is usually a dull unintercsting time, when the ehibdren,
in eareless, slovenly mammer, run through page after page
of text, which makes little or no impression, however
literary it may be, because of the lack of vital interest that
is aroused in the child's mind.

It may be that most of nsg feel, that once the ehild has
learned to read, there is no further need for eral reading
except for practice, cccasionally, in pronuneciation, pumne-
tuation, and in the more difficult and obseure formalities of
the text. Reading, now, is to be left to the children them-
selves for the pleasurable acquiting of knowledge, and for
acquaintance with literatore,

But, we, as teachers, must not allow eurselves to get into
the habit of making the reading period o resting place in
the busy day, We must remember that reading in itself
is the most important of all gubjects, beeause throngh it,
language, onr means of intercourse with all peoples in all

subjects, is developed.
w
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Through reading we have our opportunity to teach our
greatest moral and ethieal lessons, and to build up, through
the appeal to the emotions, the fine well-rounded charaeter
of the cultivated man and woman., Idoes not the teaching
of reading really mean teaching our children to understand
all the mighty thoughts of the world, whether they be
expressed in music, or poetry, or art, or in the characters
of the heroes of literature?

If reading iz understanding, let us not push it aside
then, as unimportant, in the rush and hurry of our modern
life; but let us take ap this lost art again, and really learn
to read. Let us go back to the age when to be the reader
of a community was to be the teacher. When books were
scarce and reading was not a general accomplishment the
one who could and would read, eommanded the respect
and admiration of 1l the eountryside, We hear of neigh-
borhoods in our grandfathers’ doy where the farm laborers
were held in thrall by the reading of s little girl of twelve,
She used to borrow the Waverley Novels, and these men
and women, fived by a dav of hard toil, would sit around
an open fire on the hearth in the evening, while one of their
number held a blezing pine knot ag a toreh to shed its light
on the pazes of her book, and listen, all eyes and ears, to
the dramatic reading of the thrilling tales, by this girl.

Do we not find this repeated in our own experience to-
day, when, during a holiday time or s day of leisure, we
ean snatch a quiet evening to stay at home? What greater
pleasure ean there be than to gather about the open five
and while we sew or knit or employ our hands in some
light task, listen to a good reader and live with him
through the scenes of the good old books?

But, then comes the criticism: ““How few pecple read
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well! How few people speak welll Most people pro-
nounee badly, enuneiate poorly, have unpleasant volees!™
They close their lips and shud in their voices so that the
diseordant sounds emitted are annoying and make the
hearer long to run away. Read Hamlet’s advice to the
players. How adequately Shakespeare has set forth the
requisites of a good speaker or reader.  We eannot all have
the “golden voice' of a Julia Marlowe, or the smoothness
of speech of a Forbes.Robertzon ; but by careful drill we
can acquire 4 well modulated voiee, and by constant praec-
tice all can achieve perfect enunciation. It takes years of
practice to acquire the technique and expression of the
skilled pianist or vielinist, This same practice wonld make
the precions instrument that we all have, a trained organ
nnder our eontrol, that would richly repay us for the labor,
in the pleasure we give to others by our speaking voice and
by reading aloud.

And so, with the old-fashioned notion strongly before ns
that reading means not only getting the thought from the
printed page, and widening onr knowledge of literature,
but giving thiz thonght expression in beautiful language:
—the words prononneed eorrectly and enunclated clearly,
with volee wellanoduolated, full and rich, and the sounl given
an opportunity to express itself in the sympathetie ve-
hearsing of the writer’'s thoughts;—we have gathered, in
this series of Readers, 2 number of seleetions suitable for
oral reading.

We believe thoroughly that the reading text-hooks in
the pupils’ hands should contain a wealth of good literary
geleetions that will aequaint ihem net only with the style
of the various writers, but also with the biographies of
great and good men and women and stories of the interest.



