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PREFATORY NOTE.

This treatise on one of the most interesting chapters in
the history of the Middle Ages was prepared in Rome
with the use of the libraries of the Watican, of Victor
Immanuel, and of the German Archzological Institute
on the Capitol, and in daily view of the immortal monu.
ments, in architecture, sculpture, and painting, of the
Renaissance. It was finished last autumn at Lake Mohonk
a Swiss-like summer-home, where 1 spent many a vacation
in the alternation of work and play, in the enjoyment of the
beauties of nature and the worship of nature's God.
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Taxe Moronk Mouvsruw Houss, N, Y.,
Adgost 1, 1841,
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