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PREFACE.

—

Taz contents of the following pages were originally
delivered as a lecturs before the mombeors of a
Yooung Men’s Christian Association at Flymouth.
The subject of which they treat, although of great
and universal interest, is one concerning which
fow persons possess any definite information, and
there i8 no work in existence ab the present time
which treats of it as a whole. It iz with a view
to supply the deficicney, by presenting the lead-
ing facts and arguments connected with the sob-
ject of Revision in a form adapted for those
readers who have not means to soquire or time to
stndy the larger worka on the sabject, that these
peges are now offered to the pablie,

I have only to add that in preparing the lec-
ture free nse was made of the principal works on
Revision, more especially those of Ellicott, Light-
foot, and Trench. :

Pryuovrr, Desember, 1874
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Or the many glorious legacies which have come
down to ns from the Reformers of the 16th
century, there is none so nnspeakably precious as
oor English Bible. Men of all ravks and con-
ditions, and of all ereeds, have united in bearing
testimony toits surpassing beanty and worth, Men
of profound and sccurate scholarship have testi-
fied to itd faithfulness a8 & trenslation; men of
taste have extolled the digmity and simplicity
of itz style and language; men of letters have
noted its enncbling influence upon our litera-
ture ; English Christiana of every denomination
have marked their sense of its truthfulness by
accepting it as a common bond of nnion ; snd
the great multitade of believers have rejoiced
to hear in it the voice of God speaking to them

in a language which the simplest can understand.
B
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Even Roman Catholic writers have been ocon-
strained to bear s relnctant testimony to its
extraordinary power and beauty, while lamenting
its influence in thwarting the efforts made by
 Rome to recover her sway over our countrymen.
“ Who will not say,” says Father Faber, “that
the uncommon besuty and marvellons English
of the Protestant Bible is one of the great strong-
holds of heresy in this country ¥ It lives in the
ear like a music that can never be forgotten ;
like the sound of church bells, which the con-
vert hardly knows how he can forego., Its
folicities often seem o be almost things rather
than mere words. It is part of the pational
mind, and the anchor of national seriousness.
Nay, it is worshipped with a positive idolatry,
jn extenuation of whose grosa fanaticism its
intringic beaunty pleads availingly with the man
of letters and the scholar. The memory of the
dead pas=es into it The potent traditions of
childhood sre stersotyped in ite verses. The
pcwerofallths griefs and triala of a man is
. hidden benesth its words. It is the representa-
tive of his best moments; and all that has been
about him of soft, snd gentle, and puare, and
itent, and good, speaks to him for ever ont of

his English Bible. It is his sacred thing, which
doubt has mever dimmed and controversy has
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never soiled. It has been to him all along as
the silent, but oh | how intelligible, voice of his
guardian angel ; and in the length and breadth
of the land, there iz not & Protestant with one
spark of religiousness about him, whose spiritual
biography i& not in his Saxon Bible, And all
this is an unhallowed power!? *

It ig, therefore, no matter of wonder that a
treasure go priceless should be guarded with the
most serupulons and jealons care, or thata pro-
posal to revise it, however urgently such revision
may be demanded in the interesta of truth, should
at the outset meet with opposition. “Why,” it
may natorally be azked, ™ attempt to improve that
which is universally admiited to be so excellent ¥
Why meddle with & version which presents the
word of God in all itz substantisl integrity,—
which has gone home to the hearts of the peopls,
and iz by them regarded a= containing the very
worda of inspiration ¥’ And we need not be
surprised to find some going even further, and
charging would-be revieers with profanely touch-
ing the ark of God, and tampering with the very
fountain of revealed truth.

* From Faber's eseay on * The Intereat and Oharactaristion
of the Lives of tha Haints," p, 10, prefized fo a life of Bt
Francis of Aeaisi, which forms vol, zxv. of the Oratory series
of the Lives of Modern Baints,
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