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Erquerte may be defined 24 the due obsgrvance of a
polite and refined manner in our social interconres. It
in the word ngoed to designate the roled and ceremonies
recognised snd exacted by civilized scoiety, and the
Enowledge and practice of theas, eomstitute Politeness
ot Good-breeding. There are various kinds of Etiguette,
such as that periaining to the court of the Soversign,
the Church, the Courts of Law, and the other profes-
sipng: but in choosing the title of this little Menusl,
our purpose in ita compilation muoet be understood as
restricted to a recapitulation of those rules, precepts, and
practices ckmowledged by all ranks when bronght to-
gether by the ordimary exigenciea of social lifa, When
we speak of the Etiquette to be observed om sny par-
tienlar oceasion, we eimply mean the wsuel and most
polite manner in which we can best discharge the daties
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devolving upen ne for the time being. There are few
amongst ns who have not at times besn in the pamful
situstion of doubl and uneertainty reparding the method
of procedurs in some particnlar circumstances either
public or private. ¥ is our object in this Manual to
lay before onr readers pome of those established rules
which obtain in the best circles, and which bave been
collected and rendered applicable to the present state of
soviaty,

Boms captions critics may question the necensity of sach
books as this, and sneer af the seeming shams which
people practica in asociety, Yot all of ve mnst sdmit
that Iachion i3 omniputent with the generality of man-
kind, and that be whoe wounld mix with his kind with
pleasare to himaclf and those whose scerety he seeks,
must own her away snd submit to her Iaws. The phil-
osophic observer is well aware of wmany abgurdities in
Fashion and FEiiguette that have long survived the
netural necessity which ealled them into cxistence. The
Bage of Chelsea has wisely Mustrated this fact by his
gtory of Jean Paul's gentle shepherd, in whose flock a
leading ram eecking fresher pasture in & neighbouring
field, leaped the bartier to gain his end, and being
followed by the rest of the sheep, who tore their wool
in following the example, the good man removed the
fence so that they might walk through without impedi-
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ment.—8till the fAock kept leaping in the nir ss if the
barrier had still been there. Amnd so it is with Fashion.
Bome leading ram, perhaps with toothache o his sinister
jaw, to save the twinge, took his soup from the side of
his spoon, which all the other guests observing, must
needs assume that it was proper for them to do 58 toe.
When the Emprese Eogenie first invenfed Crinoline,
thers was & nateral necessity for if, and it was modest
in her to do s0. The fuehion has been univeraally
adopted, and atill it spreads, though the omiginel caoes
of ita nae has long sinee disappeared. And thus it will be
to the and of the chapter. Let any one, therefore, instead
of fretting and making himeelf migerable by railing at
what he cannot mend {and probably doss not under-
stand), endeavonr to disecrn the differemce between
frivolous triﬂing snd truc politeness, which latter is
always founded on the netural instinct and the clear
perceptions of a healthy intellect.

IMPORTANCE OF GOOD BEHAVIGUR.

The Tmportance of good behaviour, or in other words,
true politeness, can hardly be over-estimated : it givea
su much grace and eleganca fo the most simple sayings



