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‘When one who has bsen reared In the Evangelical Church iy fav-
orably Impresged with the doectwioe of Usivereal Salvation, it fre-
quently hippens that the many texts he has bedrd gnoted mgminst
it, operats as stumbling blocks in bis way, The author of this
took beligves that no text of Seriplore, properly nndersiood, in ooy
mannge fraverges the grand ceotral treth of the Gospel: Gods
triumph over all his foes, converting them to himgelf; and he has
arrangad theas expesitions In s brief and popalar atyle for the pur-
poad of showlng that the Threatenings of the Blble are perfect-
Iy harmonious with the Promises of Seeipturei io foct, that the
threaletings are given in order that the promises of Uoiversa]
Rademption may be folfill=d.

He pgress with Canon Farmur of the Episcopal Church, who
pays: ¥ If the decisicn b made o tum so/efy on M Miered mean-
lag of the scriptures, I have no hedtabioo whatever io dbclinri.ng
my strong convicton thet the Universalist and Annihifigk theo-
ries heve far mome cvidence of this sort foc them theo the popm-
lar vigw, It g=ems to me that 1f many paossoges of Scripture bs
taken gwate fiteradly, universal restoration is anequivocally t@ught,

- » - * L) L] » -
buat that erdless formenir are - povwders cloerly fapehr—the pas-
sages which appear to teach that doctrine belng clther obvlous-
Ly fgarative or histoeleally sisandervatoad ™

Tf these pages shall ganiet any mind to remove obatacles
that preveot It from beholdiog God aa the Savler of the world,
I purpese will ba fulfilled.
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When eonsidering the threstenings of the Bihle it must
never be forgotten that they are wlways to be interpreted
and ynderstoed iIn harmony with the great principles
declared in the Serptures, and more especially with the
vevealed character of (God, &nd his promises to man,
They must be 5o explained ag tn harmonize with the
rest of the book that eontains them, For instanes, we
read that “God is o apirit,” and yet the same book speaks
of the eye hand, arm and ear of God. As an inflnite
gpirit can have no such organs, we must not say either
{1} that God ia oot a apirdt, or (2] that one part of the
book contradicts enother pert.  Such passages must be
interpreted 50 as to agres with the great central fact that
God is a spirit.

Now we read that “(God !5 Love " —{3 a ¢ Father."
And at the sama time we are told that he will cast the
wicked intohell—lato everlasting fire—will punish them
forever, ete. On the same principle we must not (1)
deny that God is Love and a merciful Futher, nor (2}
believe that the Bible contradicts iteclf; but we must
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believe that the threatenings harmonize with the prom-
ises, and that no penalty can be accepted ae taught in
the Bible, that would prove God not a Father, or desti-
tote of love towards each and all of his children. In
other words, we muet shed the light of infinite, beund-
less, uneénding love on all threatened penalties, and
interpret them [n perfect accord with the Divine cherac-
ter. Believing that God ds love, we muet oot only be
prejudleed agalnst bellewlng that endless or any other
cruel punishment is threatened in the Bible, but we must,
with all the resistance of which our moral natures are
capable, refuse to credit any statement that represents
God gs permitting any penalty to befall the sinner
which will not result in his final welfare. The love of
Ged, the Divine Paternity, i3 an efficient gusranty
ggainat the posslbility that snending sgony can be ex-
petienced by any hurnan ereature,  So that, il the letter
of Seripture seemed o tepch endless punishment—
which it doea not, when properly understocd—the light
of the preat central fact of revelution—God's Love—
would dispel all darknees from the declaration, as soon
as the light of thet truth ahould fall upon it Inm this
frame of mind we should consider the threatenings of
the Bible.

ENXDLESE PUNISHMENT OF HEATHEY ORIGIN,

We should aleo besr another faet in mind. When the
doctrine af endless punishment began to be taught In the
Christian Church, it was not derived from the Serip-
tures, but from the heathen conwverts to Christianity,
who acoepted Chiist, but who brought with them into
their new church that doctrine which had for centuries
been taught in hieathen lands, but which netther Moses
nor Christ accepted.  And having received the idea from
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heathen teadition, {t was natursl that the early Christipna
should transfer it to the Bible, and seck to find it there,

‘That the hepthen invented this doctrine is undeni-
able.

Says Cicero: “It wes on this acoount that the anclants
invented those infernal punishments of the dead, to keep
the wicked under some awe in thia life, who withpot
them would have ao drend of death itself™

Says Pﬂlghlus, the Greek historian: ¥ The miuititude
is aver fickfe and capricious, full of lawless passions and
irrational and violent resentments. There is no way
left &5 keep them {n order bt by the terrore of future
punishment, and a1l the pompous circumetances that
attend euch ficton] On which accoont the ancients
ictad, in my opinion, with great judgment and penetra-
tlom, when they contrived to bring those notions of the
gods and a future state into the popular bafied*”

Strabo, the Greek geoprapher apd philogopher, sRya;
Tt is impossible to ﬁn\rern women and the gross bedy
of the people and to keep themw pions, holy and virtuoos,
by the precepts of philosophy., This can only be done
by the fear of the goda, Wh.tl’.‘{l is rained and supported
by anclent fictions and modern prodipies.” And agein
hesays: " The appamtus of the ancient mytholosies
wad an engine which the Iegislators employed as bug-
beara to atrile g torror lnto the chitdish Imagination of
the multiiude.

‘This horrible heathen dogma sought entrance Into the
Chrlstian church in vain, for the first three centuries
after Christ, and though herg and there a heathenized
Qhﬁsﬂan announced it, it .did not become an gocredited
Christlan doctrine till alter more than five centurles,
Dr. Edward Beecher candidly confesses that as late as
three hundred years after Christ it had hardly ohtained
a foothold.

He pays: “ What, then, was the state of facts as to
the leu.d{Yn theological achools of the Christlan world in
the age o Origen and some centuries afters It was, in
brief, this: There were at least gix theologieal schools



