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PUBLISHERS NOTICE.

TuE undersipned, publishers, present this book, which
fur the last seven years, under different manasceuient,
hos heen extensively used in both private aud poblic
gehools of this State, with the hope and assoraoce that
it will mect with the large and inereasal patronace
which its intrinsic merits deserve,  Desides supplving
au important need not otherwise met, it is, we believe,
the most attractively written history now in prist.
With some degree of pride we submit it to Virginia
eidueators as the only sehool text-bonls gsed in the State
compiled by o Virgioa auther and poblished by o Vies
einia publishing-house,

J. I BELL & o,

Forscnimeg, Ya, Sept. Ist, 1851






INTRODUCTICON.

In the preparation of this volumo for tho use of
schools, 1 have been acteated by an earnest desire to
place before her yvouth a faithful record of the pash
history of the old © Mother of Stotes nnd Statesmen,”
o rocord go full of honor that hoer elildren may well be
prowd of it. I have attempied no dry details, no -
Titieal disseriations, but have adopled 1he fmiliae style

of a “story-teller," drawing from the slores of incident,
in which the past of Virginia s g0 rich, such ngrrations
aa would be most apd 1o stamp upen the youihil mind
the graver facts of history, inturspersing such explana-
tions a8 were absolutely necezsary witl g slmplicily and
clearness which will 1 hope, render them casy of com-
prebension even 1o the youngest sludent of these pages,

In deferemce to the prejudices and itastes of some
teachers, I bavo afiixed gquestions 1o the diforent chap-
ters, though my own experience leads me to the con-
vietion that tho best modo of ieaching history s not

by questions, which make the lessou a task instead of
m



Vi INTRODITCTION.

a recroation, establishod in the midst of dryer and more
abstrose studies. Lot the elass read the lesson and the
teacher ask full quostions upon it: thus a habit of at.
tentive reading is formed, and thoe history of a single
conuntry doos not employ an onlire session, which is
often the caso.

Im preparing tha hook T havae freely made nso of the
labora of others, to whom only a gencral acknowledg-
ment can be maode,

The volumu is earncetly recommended to the young
student, with the hope that he may strive to imitata
tho many worthy exsnples held up before Lim in ils
pazes, and that e may remember that the prosperily
and honor of his State in the future, as io tho past, rests
upen the shoulders of her sonu.
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