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‘1 could not in Church malters feel confidence to aler a
straw, if I did not stand firm on a seriptural Dasis, and had
not the eonviction that the altesation or veform proposed was
a higher development of the THving religion of Christ, and
therefore also o calling to g higher life then that which it
might seemn to abrogate or tmodify ; and finally, if T was not
convinced thal the time {5 come when thar institution or
Church must either be reformed or perish, by that same
DHvine right which it justly claims for it existence. , . . .
But i3 the tme come {for reform of Liturgy and Articles) ?
L beligve the time is come, in so far as that the necessity is
urgent, to consider the matter above and before anything else,
This consideration will show that, independently of all ex-
pediency, there are intérnal ressons and argauments enough at
hand to prove that the Liturgy may be more perfect, and tha
it must now be revised, because it offers the only means of
bringing about o more glordous manifestation of Christian spirit
and the reign of Christ than before. . . . ., Let me state
explicitly, that a union with the Dissenters who woarship
Christ is what I bear in mind these fifteen years as to
iy awn country and the Church in peoneral  We must come
to that if Godd will save ue and oor eountries, It will inke
place ence and somewhers on earth, Blessed the land and
Church who effect it, who throw off the yoke of doctrine
and rifual tymanny too Tong exercised by those who shoold
be united in Christ, and who ooght to believe in facts revenled
and transmitted, not in wards and abstractions and formels

substituted or anoexed to them.”

BUNSEN fo ARNOGLD, 1334
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INTRODUCTION.

THERE are few, I think, except her ill-wishers, who
can look with any degree of satisfaction on the present
state or prospects of the Church of England. It has
often been remarked, that the general attitude of the
people towards her is one of indifference. This, '
perhaps, only shows that the questions which are so
fiercely agitated by contending parties do not interest
them ; but the fact is indisputable. The noisy crowds
which stand forth as partisans of this or that doctrine
do not represent the people, or their feelings toward
the Church; Churchmen, as a general rule, keep
aloof, either caring for none of these things, or fondly
hoping that they will right themselves.  If this apathy
continues, there will soon be no Church to care for.
The House of Commons has passed an Act to do
away with the Church establishment in one of the
three united kingdoms ; and had it passed the House



