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PREFACE

i e

Tae Author of the following pages is deeply im-
pressed with s sense of the danger into which be
may scem to rush, in bringing the effusions of his
Muse before the tribunal of Public (pinion, while
g0 many more highly zifted individuals are daily de-
lighting their readers with the Voice of Song; and
he therefore, without deprecating fair oriticism,
thinks ii proper, at the outset, to eiate, that the
Volume now presented to their notice, forms but &
smell part of his studies during a lengthened re-
tirement from the world, ooder circumsiances the
moet adverse that can weoll be coneeived to calm
reflection and success in intellectual pursuits ; while,
in &0 eaying, he must not for one moment be thonght
capable of ingmtitude towards those smong whom
his lot was cast, who did everything in their power to
alleviate the painfulness of his sitnation, and with all
of whom he hopea that he has formed the ties of firm
and abiding friendship. It affords him, at the same
time, the sincerest satisfaction to be able to testify
that, sojourning so long as he did among the poor,
the weak, the helpless, and the afflicted, he saw and
experienced nothing that was not caloulated to exalt
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the charseter of the bemevolent institutions of his
pative land, and of human nature, in hie estimation.

If any are inclined to find fault with the tone of
melancholy which pervades his page, the Pilgrim
wonld assure the objectors that the outpourings of
his sorrow are not the emanstions of & morbid imagi-
nation, nor of a puling sentimentality, but that they
are the alas ! too genuine offspring of & suceession of
fatalitien, diffienltica, and misfortunes, sufficient to
have permanently injured a mind, even less delicate-
ly constituted.

By those who have not, to some extent, been par-
takers of similar calamities, e does not and cannot
expect his writings to be fully appreciated ; but the
soni and daughters of affliction are & numeroua and
wide spread family, and he is not withont hope that
among such they may meet with some bosoms in
which the delineation of his serrows may occasion a
responsive and sympathetio throb.

He may also be permitted to express a hope that
the sorrow he attempts to pourtray, will be by his
readers found to be & * sorrow met without hope.”
He wishes no one to sympathise with him in his
grief, whom he does not also desire to participate
with him in the highest and most holy of consola-
tions. If the sirings of his harp sre occasionslly wet
with the tears of frail and suffering mortality, they,
at other tiines, as his readers may see, evoke the tones
that breathe and tell of the hopes of immortal joy.
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It was, at ome time, his intention to publish the
Sacred Piecea separately from the Love Songs, and
other productions of a less serivus charscier, bat he
ncknowledges, frankly, that he is not one of those
who think thata belief in the doctrines of Christianity
is inconaistent with the indulgence of the tenderest
foelings incident to humaanity, and that & moderats
admiration and enjoyment of the fruits and flowers
with whish this lower world is graced and beautified
are at all inoonsistent with the expectations of a
future sod still sublimer state of existence.

To the comtrary, while be lives on this lovely
earth, he intends to ba henceforth ns happy ss may
be, and the chance of that happiness much dopends
upon the kindness with which this attempt to please
is received by the Public, and the result of which
may be that be will hereafier come before them with
his Harp strung to a happier tone.

JOHN CARFRAE.

MoaNNGaIDE, EDiNBURGH,
1 Fuly 1648,



