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[LOST IN SAMOA.
A @ale of Adbentnres in the fakigater Tslands,

INTRODUCTION.

AMONG the many romantic islands of the South Sea
may be found a number of men whose early history
i1s unknown. The most unwelcome subject to them
is that relating to themselves, for the good reason
that it may threaten their personal safety. A great
many are fugitives from justice, and some have been
guilty of crimes which would make the arm of the
law eager to rcach them. You will meet them
all through the Pacific islands, and it need not be
said they are not the kind of people you would want
for friends,

England stopped transporting her convicts to
New South Wales in 1840. It ceased at a later date
in Van Dieman’s Land, and did not end in West
Australia until 1868, Some of the crimes for which
the convicts were banished to those far-away islands
were trifling—such as poaching and petty thieving,
Not a few of the leading and wealthy citizens of
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Australia to-day are men whose fathers or grand-
fathers were convicts or ticket-of-leave men : but,
though the fact is known to nearly every one, it isn't
prudent to refer to it in argument. While Australia’s
system of balloting is the best in the world (and there
are measures now under way looking to its introduc-
Hon inte various States of our own country), the
elections over there are marked by the same personal
abuse as those in this part of the world. It iz safe
to say anything you choose about a political op-
ponent, so long as you make no slur on his ancestry
or his descent. No matter how true it may be, it
iz criminal libel. Only a few years ago, a public
speaker had to pay fifty thousand dollars for calling
his opponent the son of an “involuntary emigrant”
from England.

Many of the escaped convicts and ticket-of-leave
men scattered through the South Sea Islands, taking
possession of lonely tracts of land in that vast waste
of waters, and keeping clear of the civilisation which
was soon on their heels. In 1804 twenty-seven con-
victs captured a small schooner, and escaped from
New South Wales to the Fejee Islands, where they
were the first white persons to settle. Had they
possessed enough sense to aveid quarrelling among
themselves they might have continued masters of the
Fejees, but they wrangled all the time, and when
Commodore Wilkes touched there in 1840 he found
only two of them alive.



