MASTERPIECES
OF MYSTERY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649118694

Masterpieces of mystery by Joseph Lewis French

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOSEPH LEWIS FRENCH

MASTERPIECES
OF MYSTERY

ﬁTrieste






Masterpieces of
Mystery

Tu Four Folumer

MYSTIC-HUMOROUS STORIES

Edited by
Joseph Lewis French

Garden Cicy Mew York
Doubleday, Page & Company
1622




NOTE

Tue Editor desires especially (o acknowledge
assistance in granting the use of original material,
and for helpful advice and suggestion, to Professor
DBrander Matthews of Columbia University, to Mrs,
Anna Katherine Green Rohlis, to Cleveland Moffett,
to Arthur Reeve, creator of *'Craig Kennedy,” to
Wilbur Daniel Stecle, to Ralph Adams Cram, to
Chester Dailev Fernald, to Brian Brown, to Mrs.
Lillian M. Kobins of the publisher’s office, and to
Charles E. Farrington of the Drooklyn Fublic
Library,






FOREWORD

Trere is an intermediate ground between our
knowledge of life and the unknown which 1s readily
conceived as covered by the term mysiicism, Mys-
tery stories of high rank often fall under this general
classification, They are neither of earth, heaven
nor Hades, but may partake of either. In the hands
of a master they present at times a rare, if even upon
occasion, unduly thriling— asthetic charm. The
examples which it has heen possible to gather within
the space of this volume are offercd as the best of
their type.

The humourist, thank heaven, we have always
with us. Spectres cannet afright him, nor mundane
terrors deflect him from his path. He takes nothing
either in earth or heaven seriously, as is his God-
given right. Some of the best examples of what
he has done in the general field of mystery are pre-
sented here for the first time in any collection.

JosEre LEwls FRENCH.
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