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PREFALCLE.

Thiz record of the descendants of Hobero Avires
was commenced over & century apa, by oone Joeslio
Ayars who beginodng with the ancestor ol the family
in West Jersey, gathered the names of bis leseen-
daots, leaving a written copy dited Sepl. 1, 1511

Under date of March 1o, 456 Jeho B Avars,
writes: “The tollowing tist of familivs I have capied
in part feom a gock weitlen by Joshua Avars, dated
Sept. 1, 150, and the remakbnder from what ioforma-
tion I conld obiain from other saurces.™

The record waz of names only.  Miss Flisaleth
A, Ayars, of Greenwlch, N, J,, made a copy some
vears later, and added such Information as sne could
seenre, particularly of her Gimily and 11s beepelivs,

At her death in 1gao. the manuscript record come
Into the possession of hee alster, Mrs, Bessiec Avars
Aundrews of Vineland, N, ., wife of the compiler of
the present work, They furcher aided to the list
names, date of marriages, Dicths aod deaths, con-
sulting records, Visiting and copving the Ayvars in-
soriptions to be foumd in the okl burylog gronasds of
Comberland County,

Durioy these investirations it was leavoed that
Mr. Micajah Ayars had a copy of the Avars' record,
his copy coming from Jusepatue Highby, wha writes
under dite of Fehraary to. 15850

“Oopied from a ook written hy Jebu B, Avars, and
added what [ could from other sourcey '

Mr, Micajah Ayars was a resulent of Shilal, the
centre of the Seventh Bayv Baplist Seciety of Cum-
berlapd County.  He wad greatly interested o the
wenvalogy of the Avars lumily and gatbered mnch
information regarding them which he recoqied in
i honit to which he prefived the Taliowing:
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“T copied, Jan. 1380, from Jescphine Highhy's
book and added other fumities and the date of hirths,
marriages  and  deathzs, collected from  different
sourcos Lo this time,  There were no dates o the
book from whicl T copied of births, &,

Micajabh Ayars,
Shileb, &, J. Peb. 358,

Mr. Ayars died sume vears ago aod the record op-
on which be had spent 0 much time came into the
pissession o bis dagohter. Mes, Marearet D0 {Avars)
Liane, throogh whose courtesy the writer has heen
permitted to makea pse of anch material az he did
not already possess.

The twir reciards Eios nodeaed, with somae additional
data ohtained from Charvles B Sheppard. Esg., of
Drideeton. bas ocrmed the revised fumily record as
it appears in the fellowing pares.

That the efforez af thoze earuesl workers io the
segealorical leld whe salliered the malerial for oan
Avarg' jreneilogy may have dee eracognition, the
compiler ofthis fecord Das thoushit (1 worth while Lo
preserve iio printed Corm, impecfect aod incomplete
though it is; names and dates occagionally difering
i Lhe recopds, amd the peader is advised 1o male
spme allowance ler ereors.

The compilation of thiz record of the descendants
of lobert Avars, the frst o the pame o zelile o
Bbld Uobaosey.' has been o labor of love on the
part of the compiler, as no adequate return for his
Lhme aol expense s llely (o accrue from the limited
demand fur sueh pualiealion:

With the belief that it will by of snme use to ren.
enfogists, aml of servige o members of e family
in tricing their avcestry, thisrecord s reapeetiolly
dedicated to Loe Gescendamts of obert Ayvars,

Fuast D, AXDREWE.
Vinelumd, %, T Decemmber 6, 1ol 8



EOBEERT AY Alln.

[topERT Avars, the ancestor of the family o
that name in southern Mew Jerser, was a oative
of England, where he was born about the vear
1op0,  Heis said to bave emigrated i New England
in 1664, settling o thal part of Wesrterly, Rhode
Izland, now know as Hoplkinton,

The frst 2etilers of that colony were Taptizts w
which faith be prabably belimeed. He mareied Ester
Bowen, doubtlers a Haptist also, ag tbe Duwen Fam-
iy were azsocialed with the carly chinch of (hat
denominatismn,

Threongh someaditference in beli=1, wd waintaining
the seventh day should be voscereol as the Sabbatl,
Btephen Momford, Samouel Haohbard and silers B s
erialed from the first chwech o New paret, and voteped
into 2 church coveonunt December 23, 164, formine
the firat Seventh-Day Baptist Charch in Awmerica.

Robert Ayars accepted their views, possibly
throoph the lafluence of Blephieo Mumford, who
with his wife Ann came to Americs a1 or about the
siame time be did, and with whom Le bad bosiness
relations, e and his wife Ester uniting with them in
making an indentare to Wm, Phipps, Kt.. of Boston,
in ed7,

The settiement «f Salem in West Tersey, by Jolin
Fenwick and his colony of Quakers in 1675, opened
up @ rich agricoltural section alone the Delaware
River and its tributarics, Into this regton about
1684 or 1685, came Kobeet Ayars and bis family
from their Rbode Islaod boewe, They leciuted oo
the south side of the Cobansey River on eivhl hon-
dred acres purchased of Hestore Lipplncott, oppo-
site the present tawn of Greenwicl,
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Robert Ayars purchased zoo0 acces (rom an exlen
sive trace of land covering part of the present site
of Bhiloh which on belng surveyed was conveyed to
URobert Avars, late of Bhode Tsland, Gentleman.
Movember 21, 1905,

While but little iz leoown coocerning Lhe Life of
Robert Ayaes, we miey be sore 0 ditffered int Titthe
from that of other moen of wealth and standing iy
ihe counery at that time, Mot e bad scoguined
soma propecty while living io Ehode Talow] 5 evi
dent from his trat purchase at Shrewsbnry Mecl
that he was able 1o maiie e still larger parchase
leads ns Lo velivve be bad prospered doring kis resi-
denge in Woest deraey,  Peace and prosperity ap-
pear oo bave veen hia porbon, aod we do md Enow
as any objections were ever raised daoainst his pe
ligiows belief althaneh he was sorronpded by G-
kers, Presvyterious aonl Daptists of atber belicfs,
anid we may helicve e was o constatent member
awd Ieader in the sect he emifriced; Sithlul in the
performance of duly, reverent, tlionghtfol, devoted
to s family and hig God, 8 man whose wewory bis
degcemlouts may rezpect and hooore.

After mare thano Lhicty vours spent in Cohiansey,
daz that parbaf the Connty was then callel, IRobert
Avars consclous al 1ae approach of el ehange
which comis to all men, male bis will Pebrmary gs,
176, Having disposed of his word]y effects e
douldless enjoved thal peace of misd which accom.
piimies ooduty well done. His wile was prnb ted
May v, orpiy. His personal estote inventoried by
Dickason Shephend, April @y 1pig, amimnted o
Arar, Gehillings and 5 pence,

The descemdants of [Toaberl Avies bave geneeally
followed the manoer of Spelling heredn aedl, Do
ileed B Cile b Ayars, the nieme was writtea dpecs,
By A writer o the Juatroment, bl wlhien TReoert
Avars sioned lis name e wrete 1t Apares, o form
adherod e by the family,



Wil OF ROBRET AY RS

FECRUARY 25, 17100

Io ye name of Gl Amen, ve Lwenty-tlil day ol
Febrnary 1906, [ Hobert Avars of Ochanser in oy
County ol Balem i ve provinee of Wese Jersey,
yveoman, being weall in body, bul of perlect mind
and memaory, thanks b to God e it Ehevefors onl
Lipg aolo mind we weeetal ity of ve bewly, Aopd
bnowing vl all iy appoiiled lor all men Ly dve, dioe
make and ordain this my Last will anil estament vl
Is W zay & Irincipally @ first of all, | give o Thec
ommend my Saol inte ye Landz of God vt Gave i1 &
my kody | Recommuond to ovae Barch 1o be [3aried o
Dreeeent chicistian Borial, A1l Dedenlly of my cxcen-
tors hercafter named uolhiog Doubting Hot Attt ye
reneral Hessurcotion [ Shall Resnme ve same o-
gaill by ye mightr power af ol Aud as Lovching
such worldhy stiste wherewitle (L bath pleased Giod
tir bless me with In this Life, 1| #Five devize apd
digpose of ye in ye follewing & saome manuer,

Lmprimis: 1 give & begusath o Ik Avars my
ebdest #on awd Ly his beics, execolors administrators
or assigns, one hundred acres of land aronod 1o ve
hoose where he pow liveih 10 lwing puct &0 owo
thou=and  Uwo Wundeed acres of  laod  which |
BOUGHT of Wiltham Billy, Edwarcd S8hipper, Juor.
& Joseph Wass, as by one deed bearing daw ye
Lwenly-first of Novem v o5 many maie at laree
Appor,
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Fobert Avars purchased 2200 aeres [eom en exien
slve Leack of land covering part ol Lhe present site
uf Shiled which on being survessd wos conveyed 1o
“Robert Avars, late of Rhode Isiacd, Geotleman,
Novembur 21, 17605,

While bt 1itile is konown concerning the 1§fe of
Fobert Avars, we mav be sure it dilfered bot iaetbe
from that of other meo of wénllb wnd standing in
Ehe conntry ab that tiewe,  Thit he uod o asguired
sotie proparty while living in Bhoede Isiaod s oevi
dent from Ids Orst purchase at Shrewsbory Mecli,
that he was abda to malke the 269l larpger porelss:e
Leads vz o believe e had pros pered duriogr s resi-
denee in West Jerser, Peace and prosperity ag-
pear to Dave been hiz portion, aod we doopol koow
as any objeelicos were ever raised against Dis re-
ligious helict althongi e was sarriunded oy Q-
hers, Pregovterianzs and Haplists of ofller belicels,
and we may belicve De o wis o consistest member
and leader n the sact he cmbraced; faitnfal iy e
perlormanee of doty, reverent, Lhonghilul, devisted
to his family and Tos God, o micn whose memory his
descendants may respect and hnane,

Alter more thao thivty vears soeol o Cobansey,
as that part of Lo cownly wis theo called, Bobert
Ayars conscions of the approach af iy chamee
wihiich eomes to all weo, wodde Lis will Tebrmcy 25,
isie, Having disposed of his wordiy effects hae
doubtless enjoved that peace of mid whicl aecom-
patttbes a doty well done, His will wis proobated
May o or7eg. e personal estile lnveotoried by
Drickason Shephend, April 200 1700, amaunted Lo
Aag, nshillings and 5 pence,

The descendants of abery Avarvs Lave Feperally
fodlowed 1he mouner of spelling bereln used. Ino
decd to Caleb Avars, the name was writtea  dyeis,
by the writer of Lhe instrutnent, ous whepn Eobert
Ayars signed s name he wreoede 6 dpees, o form
adbered to by the [umily.



