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ners which makes it different from

. its meighbours ; fo every age has

fome predominant qualities which diftinguifh jt

from thofe that went before, and from thofe that

coule after it. The age of Leo X. is celebrated

for the refurreétion and rapid progrefs of the fine

arts and of polite literature ; that of Cromwell

18 remembered with execration, as the triumph
of tyranny, enthufiafin, and hypocrify.

The. charadteriftic of each age, however, is
more clearly feen by pofterity, who view it at
the proper diftance, than by contemporaries,
who ftand too clofe to it to obferve it with ex-
actpefs. This lalt being my own fituation with
regard to the prefent times, it is with hefitation
I venture to place the fpirit of them in a perfe@
energy of ridicule, fcepticifm, and incredulity,
which delights in oppofing almoft every thing
whatever.. Men derive an extraordinary fort of

pleafure from contradiction, which, thank Hea-
. ven,

q 5 l.‘.'?l.‘.l"j’ nation has a peculiarity of man-
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ven, the peculiar ftrudture of .my. paffions can-
not relih. They meafure the worth of every
objeét and opinion by the fickle ftandard of their

taftes, humours, and prejudices—Iloudly con-

demning this moment the very things which but
the moment before they embraced with raptures.

Now they think it clever to turn whatever is .

refpectable into a jelt; whatever is probable,
into doubt 3 whatever i demonllirable, into ab-
furdity : But, were the world to give a general
affent to their pofitions, they would ftraighe
ftand forth as the redoubtable champions of
common {enfe, Whether pride decoys them in~
to this ftudy of fingularity; whether they are
confcious of perfettions which deferve the ad-
miration of the crowd, and ought not to be ob-
feured in it; #his is an inquiry which demands
greater acutenefs than [ am poflefled of. I with
I may not be mifltaken, when I take upon me
to fufped they are the pratical difciples of that
laudable philofophy which furprifes us with the
difcovery, that beauty and deformity, virtue and
vice, are not in the objels to which we afcribe
thefe qualities, but only jn the feelings of thofe
who contemplate them. Thus, the charms of

a fine lady are not in herfelf, but in the inward

emotions '
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emotions of her admirers: The integrity of -a
worthy man is not to be found in himfelf, but
in the favourable fentiments of his neighbours:
And my book muft not, according to this humili-
ating fyftem, pretend to any more merit than the
generofity of my readers will be pleafed to con-
fer upon it. This amazing philofophy convinces
me, that popularity is the great end to which all
men ought to direlt their ations, fince, with-
out it, they muft all be fools, or knaves, or
profiigates ; and the ladies, let them fee to it!
unlefs they learn to be a little more explicit and
kind with regard to their fond languithers, muft
be all transformed into frights and witches. The
man muft have more than the patience of ten
Jobs, whofe internal feclings fhall perfevere to
paint his miftrefs as an angel, after fhe has cx-;
haufted on the kind wretch her whole ftock of
torment, and made him more miferable than a
fcore of devils. The reader will take notice that
I do not fpeak my own experience : The fex
have always ufed me with a warmth which I
fhall never forget, but, ah! which I fhall never
again be able, however willing, to deferve.

If 1 have properly deferibed the fpirit of the
tmes, I have little caufe to hope that the work

Jam
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I am now offering to the public wilﬁm:chic me
many compliments, fince it is introduced with a
few narrations which are not yer according to
the common notions of mankind. My readers
will eafily difcover the narrations I have in
my eye; and I will not be fo much their enc»
my as to deprive them of this delicious exertion
of their fagacity, by pointing out thefe excepr
tionable parts of the book myfelf. I am not
prophetic enough to foretel the treatment they
fhall think due to my labours; but hope it will
not be of the fevereit kind, after they are ac-
.quainted with the motives which feduced me in-
to the perilous charafter of an: author. Thefe,
in a word, were, to entertain them with a view
of Faulconry, in times and countries very differ.
ent from their own ; to help them to fome in.
fight into this manly art, as it is praifed in
modern days, if they do not already underftand
it; and to deave a remembrancer behind me,
which may now and then tell future fportfmen
that 1 lived not altogether ufelefs to their inter-
efts. Such are the motives from which I have
written ; and, if I may be allowed to judge of
their nature, they are far from being provoca-
tives to overwhelm me with the derifion or cons

tempt
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témpt of any teafonable perfon whatever. Nay,
I will be bold to fay more ; thefe motives will,
" to the truly learned and judicious; be an apolos
gy for the numerous overfights which their pers
fpicacity will dete€t in my performance, but
which their fweetnefs of temper will conceal
from thofe who fucceed beft'in criticilin at fe-
cond hand. Experience has taught me, that
thofe who are the beft qualified to judge are
evermore the lealt forward to condemn; and,
when neceffity extorts their difapprobation, the
readieft to foften the rigour of their fentence, by
every comfort their humanity can fuggeft. Give -
me the countenance of a few men of this mag-
nanimous charater, and I fhall eafily endure the
ftritures of thofe who are aftuated by the odd
fpirit of the times. Yet I muft beware of ex-
afperating men of their immenfe talents. Iam
a perfon myfelf of the maft harmlefs and inno-
cent difpofition in the world, and mqft ferioufly
inclined to live to the end of my days, without
the fmalleft intercourfe with them; and there-
. fore they will lay me under the ftrongeft obliga-
tions to gratitude, if they fuffer me to walk on
to fame, without the honour of their notice.
Pox on’t! do they imagine that an author can
: find

bl
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find any amufement in their effufions of fcorn,
petulance, and acrimony, when they are direét-
ed againft the beft efforts of his mental pow-

ers?
But why thould I hope to efcape perfecution ?~

This is a piece of good fortune which writers

have not attained, who have handled fubjedts of

very high importance, and with a reach of genius

that commands my admiration and refpeét. The

laft, fo far as I know, who has been artacked by

the fpirit of the times, iz a2 gentleman who,

ambitious of literary fame, and nobly qualified

to earn it, has publithed a treatifeon thié Ogpi-

GIN AND ProGRrEss oF LanGuack, the begin-

ning and pledge of a work which will do honour
to the intellettual facultics. In this profound, but

perfpicuous, mafculine, but elegant book, the au-
thor has difplayed the moft accurate knowledge

of the operations of the human underftanding,

according to the conceptions of both the ancient
~and later philofophers. He remarks with great
jultnefs the difficult rife and tardy growth of our
ideas, and applies his ingenious obfervations on

that. fubjeft, by a beautiful analogy, tv fhow

that language is not natural to mankind; that
15, language is not, as motion or fleeping, the

effed



