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THE EVOLUTION OF THE AFRIC-
AMERICAN.

By Bev. Sawvrsn J. Banrows, '

Iz is & curions coincidence in American history that abont
the same year the Mayflower landed af Plymouth the first
slave ship sailed up the James River. The Pilgrims, when
they landed, met the race problem in the shape of the In-
dian. The slave shigvbranght 8 Dew Tace and & New prob-
lem to our shares. hite, red, black, were three race col-
ore which early revealed themselves in onr colonial history—a
narrow cosst ribbon of white, a little apeck of black, and &
broad expanss of red of varying hue, rather thinly laid on,
but tinging the map from ocean to ocean. After two hun-
dred and seventy years, when we draw again an ethnological
map of the United Btates, the thres coloms are atill
Bug what a change in their proportions! The frings of
white has become a t sheet, spreading over the continent
and represented by arxty millions of people. The little speck
of black has become s brosd belt, the girdle of the Gulf
States, representing seven millions of people; while the red
is red to a few pathetic patches in the far West, repre-
senting but two hundred and fifty thousand Indians, which,
if distribated, would only assign nine Indians to & county
throughout the United States; while on the Pacific cosst a
fringe of yellow is added to the criginal three colonial col-
ors. E a, Asig, and Africs shoare with the red man the
continent the four hundredth anniversary of whose discov-
er%:: are soon to celobrate, .

m the first the white collided with the Indian, a8 he
has gince collided with the Negro and the Mongolian, The
collision with the Indiam waa the collision of civilization
with e 3 with the Mongolian the collision hss been
indnatris]l and social ; with the . there was practically
no collision nntil emancipation, huj) to that time he waa
not an industrial, social, or a political competitor ; he was &

glave.

The traveler through the South is etrock with the strange
fact that the Indian race is known only by the tombstones
it has left behind. There are swarms of Indian names,
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but the towng they decipmate sre held only by colored peo-
ple snd whitea. Indian is no longer & menace to onr
civilization. We have sontinuelly pushed him outside of if.
But & t strip of dark Africa has been woven into the
tisaue of ourrepublic. Can it bo unraveled 7

It was the white man North as well as South that in-
vited the Negro to come, The Negro eame not becaunss he
wanted to, but because he conld not help it.  And now after
two hundred and seventy years' residence in this coun)tgf,
and an increase to over seven millions of peog‘lac, it is idle
to ask the question, Tas he come to stay? The Negro haa
come to stay just ke certainly s the Pilgrim who came at
the same time. But he has not come to stayas a Nagm any
more than the Pilgrim came to stay ss a i o long
as the glave trade continued, fresh Importations of Negroea”
poured into thiz sounitry—the raw and undigested material
of African savagery., But when thaf siream waa shut off,
and later when manumission followed, the dark race in thia
country was committed to the operation and modification of
the gront forces of gocial, industrial, and religious evolution
which are molding and developing Ameriesn civilization on
this continent.

To the Brooklyn Ethical Associstion, which has devoted
itaelf so earnestly and Tmﬂta.bl to. the study and diffnsion
of the doctrine of evolution, I need not spend a moment
in justifying the doctrine itself. It is rather my task to
show ita application in some messurs to the dark race in
this country. A few papers that have been written upon
the future of the Negro base their hopeless view almast
ant:imlieupnn what he i2 and has been in Africs, removed
from the pale of civilization. H.eradvl-:f ia of conrse a great
factor in social and individual development; bnt every
stndent of evolution knows that you can not determine the
futnre of an animal wholly by stedying him in the "
And those who declare that the Negro can not in this
comit;{ outgrow the conditions of savagery which have
marked him in Africa, utterly ignore the exiatence and op-
eration here of mighty forces which did not operate npon
him there. They neglect one of the most potent of evolu-
tionsry factors—the power of & new environment, and the
gositiw forees it may represent. Thus I have seen & Sioux

ndian, with no particle of white blood in him, taken right
from the woods, put upon a railroad and carried from hia
home into the midst of white civilization. The difference
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in hig environment heotween his whita home and his forest
home measured on the map-wes two thousand miles; meas-
ured in humen history, it wes twenty or more thousand iem
That Indian has gone through the schools with white nﬁ;
taken & high rauk in a New land oollegfe- repoated hi
success in & medical college ; nated aa & uil«ﬂedgad doc-
tor, and married a white lady of some li reputation.
With such amazing rapidity can the transition be sometimes
made by a&ingle mdividnal from the barbariam of twenty
thousand years ago to a rank far in advance of the average
man in the civilization of our day. So potent are the forces
which environment and education may represent.

Henee I bave not thought it worth while to spend much
time in showing what the Negro is or bas been in Africa.
Such a etudy is valuable mainly to show what are the racial
characteristics with which the new civilization has to deal.
The more important question i3, What do facts show it is
poasible to do with the African in this country? It is a
short historic journey back to the barbarism of our Anglo-
Baxon ancestors; if they had not been caunght up and in-
cluded in the spreading stream of Greek Roman eivil-
ization we shonld probably have heen llﬁ:ﬁ in rude cabine
surrounded by domesiic animals and drinking not from
Dreaden or Hoyal Worcester, but from rude pottery or the
gkulls of our enemies. The Afris-American race in this
country is merged in the same historie stresm, and
the question is, Will it sink or swim ? I have no hesitation
in maying that it will swim.

The remarkable difference which enviropment will pro-
duce upon & race is nowhere better illuatrated then in the
different fortunes of the Negro and Indisn races in this
counfry, A few tribes of Indians were absorbed by the
whites and lost their racial distinction. But the majority
wers kept wholly outside of the pale of white civilization.
They were penned in reservations and left to their language
and their traditions. The Negroes, on the contrary, were not
imported tribe by tribe, snd no tribul lines were preserved.
They wera diffused throngh the civilization of the whites.
Theay worked in the white man’s field, lived in his homas,
learned his age, and copied, as ns permitted, his
institutions. ithont waiting for act of Congress, the
imported heathen African eveniually became u naturalized
American. The average colored boy of the South no more
thinks of Africa as his homa than son of the Pilgrim
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thinks of England as his home. The term Negro is no
longer an appropriate scientifie term to apply to the dark
race in this country. The Afric-American or the colored
American is the trrer de‘ahiﬁn-ﬁm. The Negro is & purely
African prodact. The @ or colored American is the
Negro pl?m the environment and development represented
by periods of ancestral residence varying from fifty to two
hundred and fifty years.

‘W hat, then, has been the influence of hia life in this coun-

upon the African?

ia history in. this country ia divisible into a pericd of
dlavery snd a period of freedom. The period of elavery
covere over two centuries. The period of freedom is less
than thirty years.

I His life under slavery was marked by important
changes in his physical condition. The Negroes imported
ggu this tgmu’nh'{ m not sll gﬂo%m 1'm_]:'].:;Eu-'ﬂgfl:l E\J'ga'ly

m the coss TepreEon n of varying
intelligence brought from the interior in the slave trade.
One of the effects of redistribution in this country has been
to blend more or less these different tribes and to extinguish
all sense of tribal heritege or division. Thuns the pure-
blooded Africans in this country are far more homogeneous
than the Indians who are separafed by apcient tribal ani-
mogities and by boundaries of custom and cnﬁpeech.

But there is another physical fact which the ethnologist
must ize; it iz that a new race, which is neither white
nor black, but which partales of the qualities of both, has
:Ermig into being on this continent. Two ceninries ago

ere wad a b band and & white band ; now there is a
ghaded Afghan, It is impossible to tell where whits begins
and black ends, You can mot draw shsclutely the color
line, because there is no color line left; there iz simply a
blending of shades, The extremes, tha Jpure-blooded white
and the pure-blovded African, may be identified ; but you
may place 8 row of men between them of varying shades
who can not be asid to belong to either race becanse they
belong to both. They are not Africans or Europeans;
they sre Afric-Americans. Thia is one of the most im-
portant resnltz of the colonization of the African in this
country. The question i raised, Shall the races mix? The
answer is, They Aave mixed. And the question, Shall they
‘continue to mix? will probably be anawered in the future
to some degres &8 it hea been in the past. This is one of
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the most im t contributions which the Bonthern white
Heel Tant e foiy e pams e inimriage o

Wi wore ear! againgt the in inge o
whites and blacks, but iuw little they availed ia seen in the
vaat population of mulattoes and octorcons through the
Bouth.,  Undoubiedly & tion would have gone on
had both races been entirely free. The rigid caste linee
drawn by alavery tended to prevent it, but the fact that the
slave was only a piece xi&mpar?, like 8 horso or & cow,
tended to promote it one of the most terrible features
of alavery as it now appears to na waa, thal under the syetem
of slave concubinage men held their own offupring, u race of
semi-white elaves, in bondage, and even scld them aa mer-
chandise.

But the forces which operated upon the N in sla
wera not only physical; they wore intellectual, mi&l,m
moral. ra were forces which hindered and there
were forces which hel To note the hindrences we
need only to turn to the statute books of the Bouthern
States in slave times. It i very evident that all inflo-
ences were to be withheld from the Negro which should
prevent him from ever being snything but a slave. It
was poasible to buy hﬁﬁmanal freedom ; but his intel-
lectual, social, and political freedom were t0 ha forever with-
held. In the case of several of the States it wea a penal
offsnse to teach elaves the elements of common learning.
In Virginia the fine for teaching reading or writing to
slaves, or even to fres colored waa from §10 to #8100 ;
in Alabama from $250 to 8500 ; in Missiasippi the punish-
ment was imprisonment for one year; in South Cpmlina,
Georgin, Alabama, and Mississippi no one eould emancipate
& glave exoept by suthority of the Legislature. “In Georgia
a will setting free s slave wae null and void ; ni'ugﬁpmat-
tempting to execule it was fined #1,000.” discrimi-
nations against the Negro extended to the eriminal code.
There was one set of laws for the white and another for the
black. That the N made little progress in education in
two hundred years of slavery is ﬂﬂexphinsd.—-the white
man did not mear that he should, was locked upon as
under a divine carse which it was only the duty of the white
man to tuate. “ e was doomed,” a8 Judge Ruffin, of
North ina, sorrowfully declared, “to live without knowl-
ndﬁa and without the capacity to make a.nything hia own,
and {o toil that another may reap the fmita®



