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Tue following pages are affectionately addressed to all
bearing the Christisn name, thet they may be induced
more closely to eonsider whether their worship of the
Father is based on the true ground of all acceptable
worship, viz, “ in spirit and in truth;" or whether it
be in anywise mingled with the preecpis or traditions
or mere customs of men, and consequently capable
of being purified from some- defilement either of the
flesh or spirit in the sight of God; that they be
brought imto a grester realization of that spiritual
freedom which rightfully pertains to the children of
Glod ; but into which we can only be introduced by the
Bpirit of the Son of God.

“If the Bon theraforo shall maks you fres, yo shall be free
Indeed."--Jomx vili, 84,

i Now tho Lord da that Spirit, and whore the spirit of the Lord
is, there is liberty."—2 Con. ik, 17.
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according to our knowledge, (whether externally
or interpally derived,) will be our faith; and as
our faith is, so will be our worship: and the truer
our Inowledge is, the truer will be our worship, if
accompanied with the obedience of faith.

Now God has revealed Himself to mankind in
divers maoners and in different measures, accord-
ing to the cireumstanees in which we have been
found, or bave placed ourselvas; but all his dealings
towards us have been with the intent of either
leading va nearer to Himself, or preventing us by
ceriain barriers from departing further from Him-
self. Of these dispensations, let us now more
particularly refer to the Patriarchal, the Mosaie,
and the Christian, ‘The former and the latter of
these appear to be more nearly allied én spirit than
the Mosaie, and it i3 guite a matter of doubt
whather we ever should have witnessed such a
formal, and we may almost say cumbrous, frame-
work of Rites and Ceremonies as is specified in ““the
Law,” had there heen a faithful adherence to what
was revealed before the lato 1oas given.

The first recorded acts of worship in the Scriptures
are those of Cain and Abel. They both, it may be
safoly presumed, were blessed with the same
amount of external revelation through the medium
of their father and mother ; and it i evident, from
the expostulation of God with Cain, they were also
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must worship Him in spirit and in truth ; by which
words, I believe, our Lord intended to convey, not
ondy that it must be by the aid of the Spirit of God
wa should seek to worship, but afso that worship in
order to be acceptable to God must proceed from
our spirits, and be in our apirita both trume and
heart-felt, and must be correspondent with our ex-
ternal offerings or deportment, whatsoever these
may be.

Cain's spiriz was not accordant with his offering ;
the bent of his mind waa not towards Ged ; his
heart was mot right in the sight of God; and
THEREFORE God who seeth the intents of the heart
accepted him not, Abel's spirit on the eontrary
was inclined towards Ged, not only at the time of
his offering;, but previously, and probably to a great
extent uniformly ; the state of his heart was fairly
and correctly expressed and represented by the
deportment of his worship, and on that ground God
accepted him, and testified that ks ¥fe pleased Him,

We are too apt to look upen the offering of Cain
and of Abel as that ome act in their lives which
was pleasing or non-pleasing to God; whereas the
acceptance and non-acceptance on the part of God
was nothing more than a sequence : a consequence
of the previous spirit of their lives for probably a
considerable time: and it was not merely because
one brought of the firstlings of the fock, and the






