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New Hiver Jone 28th, 1844,

Rew. Joseph P. Thompaon :
Duan Bm,

The undersigned have been appointed s Commiites of the Church
under your pastoral charge, to request for poblication & copy of your
dimouree delivered on the oocasion of the death of our much esteemed
and beloved brother, the late Timothy Duwight, Fag,

With much respect and affection,
Youra in the Gospel,
ISAAC MIX,
ELIHU ATWATER,
NATHANIEL OLMSTED.

——

New Havew, June 29th, 1844,
Dean Beerenes :

1 take pleasure in complying with your request for the publicaton
of tha Bermon which [ presched on the death of Mr. Deight. Not
that I think the disconrse itself deserving of this notice, bat that I wish
to do what I can to keep alive in our remembrance the virtnes of oor
respested brother, and to induce others to cultivate the smme. Hoping
that the Lord will sanctify to va sll the removal of one with whem we
were so happily amsociated, and long continue oar fraternal intercourse,

I remain,
Yoams with Christian affoction,
JO8. P. THOMPSON,
Isaae Miz,
Mosars. Eliku Atwater Committee.
Nathaniel Dh-tuﬂ,} i



PREFACE.

S

Tais little Memoir makes no pretensions in respect to
@its subject or its execution. Its sim is eimply to ex-
hibit a Christian in the ordinary walks of life, whose
example seems worthy of record and of imitation. The
contemplation of such an example may contribute more
to the full development of Christian character, than the
study of a whole system of Christian ethics. It is the re-
mark of an enthusiastic German writer, that “one might
well consent to be branded and broken on the wheel, mersly
for the idea of such & character as Chrisi’s.” But while,
on the one hand, the Evangelists could never have conced-
ved of such a charucter, had they not seen it exhibited in
life,—for how could such illiterate men have originated a
character, of which Plato and Xenophon, with Socrates, the
purest of heathen moralists, before their eyes, had never
eonoeived —so on the other hand, the bare idea of Christ’s
perfect moral excellence, would have done little to incite
us {o attain to that excellence, in comparison with the em-
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PREFACE.

bodiment of that perfection in our own nature, the reali
gation of the idea in actual life. In like manner, the in
culeation of the duty of holy living from the pulpit, i
often less effective than the exhibition of practical godli-
ness which we see around us. Hence the utility of de-
lineating the character of a good man, when he is gomne;
aspecially if he was a man in private life, whose meana of
selfimprovement end of usefulness are within the reach
of others. One such character forme the mold in whiuli
many may be cast. Such considerations have led to the
preparation of this volume. If it shall lead any who read
it, to ndupt & higher standard of piety, and to labor mors
efficiently for the salvation of souls, the main design of the
writer will be accomplished.

It may seem strangs to some, that so much space is ap-
propriated to parratives of revivals of religion, and the
discussion of topics arising out of them. But the subject
of the Memoir was so completely identified with thess
scenes and topios, that the exhibition of them was nacessa-
ry to a just view of hie character. The relation which a
man sustains to certain great publio movements, civil or
religious, is ofien pre-eminently his history. It is hoped
that this part of the book will be received ns a small, yet
pot unimportant contribution to the religious history of
Connecticut. That history, if fully written, wonld form



FEEFACE.

ae of the most interesting and valuable productions of the
F.

As to the imperfections, both of the Memoir and the
ermon, the reader will discover them without the least
saistance from

THE AUTHOR.
Nzw Haven, Oct., 1844,






