CHAPTERS ON THE
SCIENCE
OF LANGUAGE



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649493692

Chapters on the Science of Language by Léon Delbos

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



LEON DELBOS

CHAPTERS ON THE
SCIENCE
OF LANGUAGE

ﬁTrieste






CHAPTERS

O THE

SCIENCE OF LANGUAGE.

BY

LEON DELBOS, u a.

oF KN4 GULIEGE, LONDOW,

SECONT EDITION.

WILLIAME AND NORGATE,

14, HENRIETTA BTRERT, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON ; AND
20, SOUTH FREDERICE STREET, EDINBURGH.

1884,

s0ll. e. |



LM DCES &
. HUNNAEN AWR BOK, FRINTERH, HART STREET,
COFENT GAROEM.



e ——

CONTENTS.

Prerace = i Z
Prerace 1o THE Spcown Epiriow .

CHAPTER I

Oriamy awp ForuaTion of LANGUAGE

CHAPTER IL
GRAMNAR

CHAPTER IIL

On TR LiTERatuer of Iwnos

CHAPTER IV.

ErvMoLosicar, VoCABULARY

CHAPTER V,

Crassricarion or Languion

CHAPTER . VI

CoMraRaTIvE GRAMMAR

Pisn
1l

37

51

71

104

115






PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tee principal alterations, in this second edition, consist
in corrections and additions. In the first chapler,
availing myself of the very able remarks of some of my
critics, I have effected very materinl changes. The
* BEtymological Voesbulery ” has been completely re-
written, whilst all the Greek words have been properly
sccented. The greateat care has been bestowed on that
portion of the book in order that it may be a trustworthy
guide. The additions consist in a chapter on “ Com-
parative Grammar,” in which the lesding facts of
Comparative Philology have been given. Tt was of
conrse impossible to enter into minute details, but it is
hoped that this additional ehapter will be found useful,
and that it will form a euitable introduction to the study
of larger works.

Lrow Drreos.

Hiwa's Corusex, 1884
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CHAPTER I.

Oriamy awn Formation ofF LAYGUAQE.

Ir will nobt ba out of place fo take a survey of the
several theories, which from time to time have been pro-
pounded by different writers, without, however, dwelling
upon those which are mere fancies, and from which
nothing, either important or useful, can be derived, such
as tha hypotheses of Tweretins, which csn only be con-
gidered ss the wild ideas of & poet tolally under the
influence of a fanciful imaginetion, snd not as those of a
philosopher who has aequainted himself thoroughly with
his snbject; or, again, those of the Brahmins, who
imagined they had solved the problem of the origin of
langnage, by attributing the invention of it to the goddess
Baraavati, wife of Brahma, to whom also they aseribed
the invention of Bangkrit, that of music and of the letters
called Devanagari ; and, therefore, leaving these and the
like unnoticed, we shall at once proceed to examine more
rational conceptions.

The Grecian philosophers seem to have been the first
who began the study of the subject in n scientific manner,
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