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FPREFACQE.

Sour fifty-five years have slapead gince the Governor-
General's Body Gluard waa first organized under the name
of the West York Cavalry. Duoring thet time the corps
has heen ot on active servics in several important periods
of Canadisn history. All the original officers are dead,
and many of the facts and incidenta of the early history
of the corps are already loat or forgotten. Feeling this,
I have endeavoured, at the request of my comradss, fo
gother together all the information I could obtain as to
the organization and ssrvices of the trocp, both from the
offizial records, and from the persenal recollections of the
gurviving officers. Ia the following pages will be found
the resalt of my labours, which I have published in this
form for the nse and information of the members and ex-
members of the corpe

The standing orders I have compiled from the orders
of seversl regular cavalry regiments, and have adspted
them to the nse of the Body Guard, and published them
in connection with the Historical Becord, to which, I
feel, they will serve as & nseful appendix.

FRED. O. DENIBON.
RusaoLME,
ToroNTo, 29th March, 1876,
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CHAPTER 1.

THE WAR OF 1812 10 TEE REPELLION oF 1837,

Some time before the War of 1812 a Militia Law had
buon passed and a military organization of the popolation
had been effected apon the basis of compulsory serviee
of all the inhabitants of Fpper Canada capabla of besring
arma.  The country was divided into regimental distriots,
and officers were appointed to command the militia in
the different divielons. This organization of iteelf would
have heen of little avail, unlese followed up by a certain
smount of drill and instroction to both officers snd men.
To provide this to o certain extent, and to ensure a
nuglens of drilled men in the Ieust bardonsome way to
the people, a system was adopted of drilling two com-
panies in each battalion, called the Aank companies, and
of filling these by volunteers where practicable, and com-
pleting the quota by the ballot where snoh a measnre was
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required. These flank companies were the first to march
to the frontier on the declaration of war, those from
Toronto, called © The York Volonteers,” doing good ser-
vice at Detroit, Queenston Heights and other fields. The
flank companies, supported by the militia generally, and
by & few anxiliary troops of eavalry organized by the
British Government for the war, forted the main foree
of the Cansdian BMilitia,

On the eonclurion of the war the fank companies were
disbanded, and the old organization in regimental div-
sione was retained ; and m order to have a guota of
cavalry engrafted on the system, it was grranged in 1822
in some districts to organize troops of cavalry to be at-
tached to the infantry battalions, and to be under.the
¢ommand of the Lieot.Colonels of them. In thab year,
therefore, Col Cliewett, who was in command of the 1st
Weat York Eegiment of Militia, being desirous of organ-
izing a troop of cavalry in connection with his battalion,
applied to.Captain George T. Denison, of Belluvue, Toren-
to, then commanding a company in the lst West York,
who tock upon himgelf the duty of raising one.

Captain Denison had served thronghout the war of
15812 with much credit, and wae considersd the most
available officer to nndertake the duty, particulerly as he
wae & good horseman, well acquainted with the farming
community, and of en impetucue snd energetic tempera-
ment. He selected Mr. Aaron Silverthorn, a farmer
who lived in the neighbourheod of Toronto, as his lien-
tenant, Mr, Silverthorn hed fought under General Brock
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and had dove good mervice during the whole continu-
ance of hostilities, and was well gualified by hie intelli-
gence and energy for the position, Mr. Charles Rich-
ardson was appointed cornet.

Cornet Richardeon, after serving some years in the
troop, moved to the old town of Niggars, where he prac-
tised law for many years as a barrister,

In arranging the uniform of the new troop, it so
chanced that s master-tailor of Hor Majesty's 15th Light
Dragoons, named Wedge, had just about that time left
the regiment, snd emiprated to York {now Toronto), where
he had opened s tafloring establishment. This was
too good an opporbunity to he lost.  Captadin Denison st
ance decided apon adopting the 13ch Light Dragoone as
a model. The tailor was employed to make the neces-
sary uniforms for officers and men, and in a short time
the troop was fully wopplied. From that accidental
causs, the bloe aod boff ouiform of the 13th Flussars
became in time the unifirm of the great body of eavalry
of the Dominion of Capnada. When the 13th Light
Diragoons were changed to the 13th Hueears, the corps
of cavalry in this country followed the chaage, and in
the Fenian troubles, when that eplendid regiment was
gent to Canada, they found the Canadian cavalry dressed
in their own familiar uniform.

The troop was drilled from time £ time for many
years, always being complimented for their apirited and
patriotic conduct in going to eo great an cutlay and
giving up so much time to drill without the slightest
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remoneration ; and they wera repestedly promiszed by
the Government that swords and pistolz would be issned
to thew. So the troop went on for years, uniformed at
their own cost, and drilling in field movements, without
arms, until the rebellion of 1837 broke out.

When the remaing of General Brock were removed to the
Quesnston Heights, Captaio Denieon did not neglect being
present on the oceaston to pay hia last respects to the relics
of that gallant officer, The Fork (Bserver of the 18th Oet.,
1824, in describing the re-dnterment on the 13th of the
game month, says @ “ We had the melancholy pleasare of
sttending, cn Wedneaday last, the vemoval of the mortal
remaing of Mejor-General Hir Isaac Brock and thoss of
his deceased aide-de-camp, Lientenant-Colonel McDonell,
from Fort George to the monument at Queenston Heights.
The day was remarkably fine. The persons who sttend-
ed to pay this last tribate of respect to their memories
were highly respectable and numerons. There could not
be less than 10000 perscns present,' &e., &c The
paper then goss on fo give the onder in which the pro-
ceaaion was formed up ; following that of the “ Officers
of the Weast York Militia, uoder the command of Lieut.-
Col. Bakis,” appears the name of *(aptain Denison, of
the York Dragoons,"

In later years, when the new monument to General
Brock was inangurabed, the troop was present on the
cocasion. -

During the years from 1822 to 1837, the uniform of
the corps was in the old style—a blue costee, with buff



