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4 Russell—Comparison of the Structure of Hvbrid

Historical Beview

Before Tournefort had named the genus Sarrecena (1) and
Linnacus (2) had accepred the name, the group of the Sarra-
cenias was already known to the early scttlers in North America,
They colleeted the plants and sent them 1o Europe as inter-
esting exotics, where they were carcfully deseribed in hotanical
publications.  As carly as 1570, Lobel described specimens of
the group which had come to his attention.  Clusius (1601) (3)
figures 5. purpurca and Parkinson (3) copies his figure and
aclds a note which seems to indicate that he knew 5. flave as
well,  Concerning  this plant, which he ecalls “The Hollow
Leaved Strange Plant of Clusivs," he writes: “This strange
plant hath such strange leaves, as the like are scldome scene
in any other that we know growing, for they are nine or ten
or more, rising from the head of a small long roote, cach by
itseffe, heing small below, and growing greater upward, with
a bolly as it were bunching forth, and a bowing hacke, hollow
at ithe upper end, with a peece thercon hke a flappe, and like
unto the flower of Aristelochia, or Birthwort, and round at
the mouth like a halfe circle, full of great darke purplish veins
on the inside: the whole leafl i= of thicke substance almost like
unto leather; among these leaves sprang a stalle but was broken
short off, so that what flower or seed 1t Lore could not be ob-
served.  This was sent o Clusius from Paris by one that re-
ceiverd it from Lishbone in the =ame manncr. DBut of laiwc
Master John Tradeseant the younger found this very plant
in Virginia, having his toppe thereon, which he brought home
and groweth with him, which T here show vou with Clusius
his figure, The leaves are longer, narrower and not Lellying
out, and the flower is borne at the top of the roundish seed
vessell.' The specimen sent by Tradescant was probably S,
fawa,

Plukenet {6) (7} was familiar with both 8. flaza and 5. pur-
#aerea, since he gives very accurate figures of both specics,

John Ray (8) gave a Latin translation of Parkinson’s descrip-
tion already guoted.  The actual specimen described by him,
however, was a natural hybrid between 5. flave and 5. pur-
fpurea, and was the first natural hybrid collected.  (See below.)



Sarracenias with that of Their Purents 3

Tournefort named the genus Sarracena, in honor of Dr,
Sarrasin of Quebec (1), and described one species, 5. canadensis,
Linnaeus accepted the genus name and described the two spe-
eies long recognized, S. flava and 5. purpuren.

Walter, in 1788 (), described and named Ltwo new species,
5. minor and 8. rxbre, S psitiocing was added to the geaus
by Michaux in 1803 (11), Croom (12) descrnibed 5. Drum-
mgndif in 1835,

Since the above time, only one new species has been added,
5. Sledgei in 1906, by Macfarlane (17).

A few of the botanical publications of this time review the
Eenus as varying i composition:

“Flore des Serres' (13) gives seven species: 5. flava {I..), 5.
purpurea (L), S. variolaris (= miner Walt. = adunca Smith),
5 wndwlate (Dend), S Dewmmondin (Crou), 5. rubra (Walt),
S. psitlacina (Michx.) (= calceolatn = pulchella (Croom)). Chap-
man (14) gives all of the above except 5. wndudate, which he
considers synonymous with 5, Drwmmondii.  Tlooker (13) men-
tions cight species but does not enumeraic them. DBoulger
{16), in reviewing the genus, has the six species: 5. purpuered,
5. flava, 5. rubra, S. Drummondii, S. psittacing, 5. varfolaris.

During the latter half of the 18th century, Sarracenias were
widely cultivated in European gardens. New varieties were
eagerly sought for exhibition, many new forms were introduced
from America and several artificial hybrids were produced.
Since cach exhibitor appended a name to his own product, a
great confusion of names had arisen and a survey of the forms
under cultivation became most necessary. Dr. Masters, there-
fore, undertook the review in three numbers of the Gardeners'
Chronicle for the year 1881 (18). Here he gives a key to the
forms raised in English gardens and gives for each a short de-
scription from living specimens [urnished to him. The {orms
and species described by him are as [ollows:

. & pefttacima (Michx) A, D G Prod, XVIT o g

-

2. 5. purpures (L) A, D, C. Prod, XVIL p.og "

3. 5. Chelsoni %X (Hort. Veitch, G. C. vol. g, p. 11 {rabrz X purpurea).

4. 5. variolaris (Michx.) Croom. A. D, C. Prod. VI p.ofe

5. 5. Drummondit {(Croom) A. D, C. Prod. XVIL, p. 5 (var. alba G.C.
vol. 1o, p. 281},

6. 5. undulata (Den} = 5. Denmntondii (Croom) Rev. Hork. 1, p. 126,

Flore des Serres 7, A. D. C. Prod. XVII, p. 5. [ndex Amer. Bat.
P 40.



