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* PREFACE.

I= the month of March last, a eketch appeared in the Salem
Press, entitled, " Rumivigscesces oFr e Bevorumon.” Sinco
the appearsnce of these “ Reminiscences,” owr friends Lave
represented them as containing historical facts worthy of pres-
ervation, and bave intimited & desive to have themm published
in & more permanent form. In view of the foregoing solicita-
tion, and in consoquence of the seeming demand for this
reminiscentinl article, and in consideration of the perishable
natuve of the silumna of 2 nowapaper, wa have concluded to put
the work io e ‘pamphiet form, with some altorations and addi-
tiona.

Without any further prefatory remarks, the foll(;wing pages
are submitted to the poblie, hoping that they may awaken in
the minds, of some ob least, a spicit of thankfuloess and grati-
tude for the great chunge that has taken place since the doys
of the Rerolution—" the days that tried men's souls.”

ARTHUR REID.

Soury ARGYLE, Wasnmxoroy Co, N Y., Ocfeber 1, 1853,




REMINISCENCES OF THE REVOLUTION.

I cannot but be interesting and profitable to contrast the present
eondition of this eountry, with what it was in ita eurly settlement, when
our Torefathers had to encounter 60 many diffienlties and toils and trials
and pl'iva.tiuns.- Now wo are scated by our firesides in the enjoyment
not only of the nesessaries, but of the laxavries of life ; mot only of
¢ivil, but religions liberty—alike fres from internal commotiona and for-
eign invasiona. The wigwam and tha log esbin bave furned ihio com-
modions and comfortable dwellings. The hunting shont of the Indian
bos died awsy upon the brecze, but he has Joft his wild, poctie nemes
indelibly impressed npen land and water. The tomahawk snd ecalping
knife have ebanged into implements of hwsbendry and usefolness.—
The Indien ecin—beads and shella-=has tarned into gold and silver eur-
reney.  The fragile hirchon eapos, pkimming the ereated ware, has been
sapplanted by the gallant steamer, plowing deep #he majestic rivers and
lakes, and anon, riding triumphantly the briny erescent wave. Tha ¢le-
enitous, smbushed Indian path has turned into the selentific fron path-
way, upon which the iron Loveo, pufing and blowing, travels at a fearful
pace, his whole system wrowght up t0 the highest pitch of excitement,
his veins distended with boiling liquid, his heart eomposed of glowing
ooals, ooward he rushes breathing fire and smoke; anon, he stops to
slake his thirst, and behemoth like, ** drinketh up o river,” and like the
overgrown mastodon, devours the trunks of trces to appesse his hunger
—refreshed, ¢ like & strong man torun o race,™ he springs forward,
“ rejoicing in the preatncees of his strength.” The howmliog of the wild
beasts of the forest i changed into the neighing and lowing of domes-
ticated animals. The red man'a wild halleo, echoing and re-echoing
along the hills, is changed into the serean of the steam whistla of the
locomotive, reverberating from the mountain sides. The donse forests
have becn torned into fruitfol ficlds ; the war whoop of the Indian has
been ehanged into the proclumution of peace and traoquility ; and the
horrid aod terrific yell of the savage, inte the din of civilization.

Incidents of the Revolution must be interestivg to every American
citizen, and partioularly so to the sorviving fiicnds and relarives of those
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immediately connected with auch incidents, as well as those now resid-
ing in the vieinity wlhere such incidents occurred.

It in perhaps worth while to rescue from oblivion the following reli-
able reminiseences of the Revolution, which T had from various sources,
but particularly from the lips of my aged aunt, {lately deceased,) who
was eight years of age at the time these incidents transpired—a time of
lifa in which the memory is in full vigor. The impressions then made
are vivid and Jupting. The accumulating cares and toils and sorcows of
after lifz ¢an never eradicate them. And even in old age, when the
mind is incapacitated for reoeiving new impressions-—when the passing
events of the day are soon obliterated, and leave scarcely o trace upon
the mind—incidents, evon the most minate connected with youth, or
even childhood, are recalied withont any apparent cffort, with vivid snd
slartling anceuraey, The humat mind being thus constituted, early re-
collections may be rencived o relinble information, snd may be resord-
ed as ench on the historie paga.

In the latter part of the summer of 1777, o secuting party of In-
dinng, consisting of eight persons, received an injury, or asupposed injury,
from some white perscns at New Perth, new Balem, Washington County,
New York, for which they wora dewormined to have revenge.

But little more that » yesr had then elapsed sinoe the birthday of the
Empire in which wo live,—-an eventful period in the history of our coun-
try. The volonists hod made many unsncecasful stiempls &9 obtuin a
redvess of grievances, and at the samo fime protested their anabating
attachment to the mother conntry, and a willinguess, notwithstanding all
that bad paseed, slill to be dutifel and obedient sabjeots, on condition
certain odious asts of the British Parliament were reponled.  But when
all hopes of effecting & reconcilistion vanished, they then openly and
avowedly asserted their rights in the very face of the tyranoy sod op-
pression of the mothar country, and proseeded to dissolve all their al-
legiance to the British Orown, and to declare themaclves freq apd inde-
pendent, and, in their weak and infantile ¢oadition, were determined to
make & desperate struggle in order to obtain & name and placo smong
the nations of (he earth ; whilst, on the other hand, the mother country
was cquatly detarmined to exerb her every energy to bring into dutiful
subjection her dischedient aod rofractory offspring, and make her sne-
oumb to her parental authority, and to crush every effort that wes made
to set up an Independent Goveroment. One of the measures resorted
to in order to intimidate and tertify these who dared to meke resistance
to her anthority, was the adoption of the oruel nod mistaken policy of
forming an unnvatural and culpable allisoee with the trescherous and
bloodthirsty American savages. The eonsequonce was, that bands of
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these merciless marauders were soouring the country, committing dep-
redations end spreading dismay and terror among the scattered settlers.

At the above date, the inhabitants of New Perth and wicinity hed
erected s temmporary fort fo which they resortad, cspeeially at night, for
protection.. The inmates of this fort, obeerviug the seouting party of
Indians above alluded to, prowling around, fired apon them from the fort,
and Lilled one of their oumber, at which the weven survivieg Indians
were exceedingly exasperated,  With sepirit of revonge rankling jn their
bosoms, they swors, according to their eustom, that for the bleod of
their coierade they would exact the bleod and sealps of the first white
fumily that ceme in their way, as a plenary, expiatory sacrifice. This
oath was teken.in the presenec of o whitp man, a prisonce then in their
possession,  Wheo this prisonet was, whers he resided, how, where, and
when, they beemme in possession of him, i3 not now known ; to esch’
of thoss nquiriea history j4 silent—and all that is kaown of Lis fatnre
history will appear in the requel.

The party of Indinns alluded to, was a part of o large bedy, who had
assembled, socording to previous areangemanis, at tho place where the
inveding army, under Geperal Burpeyms, was then encamped, which
was on the banks of the Bogquet—a romontie and pictoresque little river
upan the west bank of Lake (hamplain, and not far distant in a north-
erly direetion from Crown Dgint. Tn order to inspire the savages with
epurage, Gep. Bargorns covsidered it expedient, in complianes with
their eustom, to give them a war feast, st which they performed many
ritea and ceremonies peeulinr to themsolyes, jodnlging in the most ex-
travogant maneuvers, gestienlations, and exulting vociferations, such =g
Iying in ambush and diaplaying their rode armorial devicoy, and dancing
and whooping aud yelling and brandishing their tomahawks and soalping
ktives. Such berbarone couduct preparatery to engaging in war, must
have been looked upon by the assembled rivilized troops with esmspicion
and disgust. )

It onght te beatated, in justice to Gen. Burgoyne, that he wasin senti-
raent opposed to entering into an allianoe with the trcacherous savages,
He bad been in the country long epough to lesen something of the
character and disposition of the Indisws, snd from the knowledge he had
agrquired of their wnrelishleness, he was Ied into the belief that their
presende would be a hindrance instead of o help, and ho wag confirmed
in this belief. by after bitter szperience. The achievement of splemtid
victories was marred by their inhuman and barbarous eondaet, and in
the hour of need they basely deserted him. But Burgoyne being am-
bitious of military preferment, and desirous that his name shonld go
down to posterity covered with military glozy, yielded to the positive



6

instroetions of the British ministry, which wers to form an slliance with
the Indians—a polioy crel and unjustifisble—a polisy thst redounded
to their own confusion.

After the war feast was over, Gen, Burgoyne, sttived in splendid nni-
form, assembled his dusky auxiliaries, and, in & dighified manner, made
a spesch to them distinguished for ita ingenuity and singnlar cncrgy.—
He endeavored to explain to them the ¢aose and neture of the war—
that it was not & war waged against 8 common ¢nemy--that there were
many in the country that adhered with nnabated fuithfulness to the mo-
ther country—-that there wos an intermixture of friends and foece—sand
that they mmst discriminate botween thode that were friendly to the
British Crown, snd thoss that wera not.  Ile strictly charged them to
put nene to death exoepting those who actoally opposed them with wea-
pone of warfare in their hands, and that they might sealp those, end those
only, whom they had fairly slain in battla. He was willing to indulge
them thos far in the great honor they had sfixed to these barbarous
badgen of wictory. But he strietly enjoined them to spare the lives of
old men, women, children and prisosers, under every possible eiremm-
gtance. He forbade thew, nnder any pretext whotever, to sealp the
swounded, or even the dying—and proneunced it still more unpardonable,
if possible, to kil the wounded, in order to evads the injunstion. Ile
promised 1o yeward them liberally for every prisonor they caplared and
bronght into the canp, He profusaly bestowed upon them flattering
commendations of their previous sonduet; and foally, he charged them
to—F* Gio forth in the might of your valor aod your camse ; strike ab the
oommon enemica of (reat Britain and of America—distorbers of pub-
lio order, pesce and happiness—destroyovs of eomrmeres—parricides of
tha State.”

‘When Burgoyoe head concluded his elaborate apeech, a chieftein of
tha Iroquois, whose neme was e Loup, and whe wsa the chief of the
geonting party of Indians alluded to above, aroge in o digrified manner,
and with an easy repose of limbe, to reply, not ‘only in behalf of his
own triba, but also of the other Indian tribes present. After taking a
brief survey of the troeps amd his fellow-warriors, he strofched forth
his hand and spoke as followa:.

¢ T ptand up in the name of all the mations present, to assure our fa-
ther that we havoe attentively listenod to his disconrse, W recsive you
as our father, becauss when yoo speak we hear the voice of our great
father beyond the great Jake. We rejoioe in the approbation you have

" expreated of our bohavier, 'We bave been tried and tempted by the
Bostonisns (meaning the Patriota) ; but we loved our father, and our
hatchels have been sharpened upen our affections, In proof of the

o
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sincerity of our profassions, our whole villages able to go to war, ars
come forth. ‘The old and infirm, oor infants and wives, alons remaim
at bome. With one common assent, we promise a sonstant chedience
to all you have ordered and &ll you shall order ; and may the Father of
Daya give you many snd suoccess 17

This Troquois chicftain was distinguished for his ineatiable thirst for
blood and plunder, in consequenee of which ¥ the followers of Montealm
had appropristely bestowed upon him tha sppellation of ¢ Le Loup’—the
wolf ' He was 80 named in cousequence of possessing so many points
of resemblance to thet rapacicus, erafty, bold and warlike animal. It
is wall known that wolves #0 in packa, and it s ssid they always select
the most bold and ferocions of their pack for a chief or leader ; in like
manner, his tribe had ohosen Le Lionp, inssmuch as he was the mosé
hold and ferocions of their number, for a chief or leader. Ho manifeat-
od his bolduese and forwardness in volunteering to spesk in behalf of
hig own tribe, and the other tribce prasest.  In his ropiy to Burgoyne,
he fairly promised s constant obedience to all the ordors be had given,
snd that he might think proper to give, but his wolfish dinpuu.ition was
concealed noderneath © sheep's clothing. ™

It was on the 21st of June thet thems soence were emscted at the
Boqret; and it was before loaving this vicinity that Burgoyne issued
a manifesto, rampant with pomposity and exaggeration. He prafacad
this remarkabls mapifesto by ennworating sl the nwmergus titles and
offices he held, both in America snd Great Britain, in order to gratify
hie vanity, and overawe the Ameriouna by his many high-sounding titles.
Hoe invited all well-disposed peceons {0 ssist in putting aa end to the
cxisting disgracefol rebellion. He promised protection and security to
all thase who remeined nentral, and to those who qaietly pureucd their
occupations. He promised that all those who wonld fornish the camp
with necessary provisions #hould he smply rewacded. PBut to those who
offered resistanca,and ohstinately persisted in rebellion, n terrible war
awaited them. He magnificd the strongth of the British srmies and
floota, and grestly exaggerated the numbec of Indiane wnder his dires-
tion. He represented that thoueands of these ferocions warriors were
under his control, snd that they were cager to be let loose upon the en-
emies of Grast Britain and America, and that it would be the height of
maduness and folly to attewmpt resistance, a8 thers could be no escaping
the penstrating search of the Indisns. He had only te say the word,
and the keen-soented savages, like trained blood-houwds, wonld pena-
trate the most distant and deep recesses of the forest, No covert, how-
ever reoluse, could soreen from their pursuit—even the subterrancous
eaverns could not escape their merutinizing semreh.



