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Prelace.

[% brimging together some teaits of female heroism, the
aime has been to show the fotibwle and devotion of which
women are capable, rather in a feminine and domestic as-
pect than a bollinet one, and to exhibit acts of courage and
presence of mind in characters distingmished by their con-
seientious  folfilment of the quet, woobirusive duties of
every-ilay life,

Love of adventure, constitutional indifferenee to danger,
aml a conseiomeness of superior powers, have led women
to the seeecsaful performanee of many high and darieg
cxploits 3 but it has been wished to prove that such eon-
stitutional peeuliarities are wot required to make & heroine ;
while the natural emotions of thmdity and fear veed be wo
lindranees to the development of true heroizm. It ouly
needs that the mimd, trained and disciplined to obey the will,
ahall have foree to overcome the weakness of the body ; that,
clear to see its duty, the heart shall be prompt, at any
sacritice, to perform it.  Not that there shall Le no untural
fear or shrinking, it that the ocension shall be felt greac
chough to overcome them.  Every one who nceustoms Lier-
self, in small as well as great thinge, to do at once, and
i a checrful spirit, what is to be done—who takes upon her-
self the duties that fall to ber Tot—whao nses no vain delays
—who does the thing she fears, and thus learns to know the
Joy and the strength that every such cffort Lrings with



Tl FHEFACE.

—s oducating bevaelt @0 be a heroine. It may e that
the cven temor of her life will wever call oug her full
powers ;o lat, shonbl the moment of action ever come,
noble impulzes will be hees, aml she will have strength to
obey them,  Her heart and hand will be equal fo the
eweroeney that claims ber nid,  When othors ave con-
tending in vain aguinst the slackness awl indolence which,
from long indulgence, have grown into habit, and unable to
realize what the oeeasion voquirea of them, are hewildercd
with fear amd overwhelmed amd  stupificd by the peesont
danger ;3 she will feel & composire marvellous to hersclf; a
power of guiding, dirccting, acting ; a serenity giving even
the timil confidence, and gustaining her own spieit throush
all.  Not till the danger is ppst—the long toil performed—the
reseun offeeted—the flanes extinguished—the dearly loved
child saved—will gle Lave time for fear.  While called
upon to act, she had thought only of what was 1o he
done, awd she had been granted steength to do itz when
all 35 a scene to look back upon, her woman's nature will
asscrt itsell — hor heart will sink at the thought only of
what it passed throngh wnmoved—and whily ethors proise
her conrage, she will think of it ouly to thank—if she thinks
of her own daring, it will be to thank the Supporting 1lanid
which hail se wonderfully strengthienced her weakness.

Lt 35 Dioped that the general tendency of the following
pages will be to show the importance and Lappy results of
such o temper of wiod,
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MES. JANE LANE,

II., after the battle of "'l"l-"m'ﬂ.'ﬂtm, 12 remarks—

It. was n bencfit, as well as an inconvenience, in
L those ushappy times, that the affeetions of all
men were almost ns well known as their faecs, by the dis-
covery they had made of themaelves, in those sad seasons,
in many trinls amd persecutions § s0 that men knew ot
only the mindz of their pext neghbonrs, and those who in.
habited near them, bnt, upon conference with their friends,
couldl choose fit houscs, at any distance, to vepose them-
selves in secunity, from one eml eof the kingdom to an-
other, without trosting the hesptahity of o conunon inm g
and men wore vory rarely deeeived in their confislence upon
guch oceasions 3 bot the persens with whom they were al
any time eoubd condnet them to apother howse of the spme
affeetion.”

It was this acenrate and haodlv-carned experionee of eha-
reter that enabled the adberents of (he preseeibed King o
convey lim from ene to ancther fuithful rovali=t fannly, safi
antid inmomerable hazards and dapgers, Gl Le at Tenath o
t

= . ﬁq Clarendon's aceonnt of the escnlm of Charles




