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THREE LITTLE LIVES VERY DEAR TO ME.
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HOW TO TEACH THE LITTLE ONES.

A SUNDAY XINDERGARTEN FOR TEACHERS AND MOTHERS

(If you are a trained kindergartner, or baving a patural gift for teaching, have
studied the methods of kindergarten work, yoa will not reguire a book of this description.
It is for the enthusiastic but inexperienced teacher.]

ATHER the children about you in a rcom furnished with little chairs,
and if possible, a musical instrument. Teach them from ofjects.
Jesus taught his disciples in this way, and drew lessons from the object or
the circumstance at hand. He might be said to be the first kindergartner,
Follow his methed and you will not fail. It means that you must think
and observe and work, —that you must be sympathetic, skilful, inventive,
religious.

You cannot go to your class without preparation. Know, beforehand,
just what you are going to say ; and ask the spirit of God to guide you in
preparation. You have not forgotten your own childhood; become as a
little child yourself, and gently lead your little flock, Remember that the
whole interest depends upon yourself, your tact, your devetion; and do
not undertake the work unless you love it, and are willing to give to it
much time and thought. All these [ know you will give in the interest
of humanity. Tact must be vsed in guiding the talk into profitable
directions,

ORDER is said to be God's first law. So is it the first law of the
Sunday-School room. Teach the children to respect the place, the occa-
sion, each other, themselves, and God. Never proceed with a lesson
till you have the respectful attention of each one. This is always ob-
tained through the ear by the tap of a pencil or the sound of a bell, or
what is better, a chord struck upon the piano or organ. Then hold it
with the eye, while your face is lighted up with a kindly smile. Suggest
listening for the ticking of the clock, or the dropping of a pin. When
all is quiet, begin by repeating together the Lord's Prayer, first asking the
children to fold the hands and bow the head. Then, after singing some-
thing of your own selection, begin the lesson, not forgetting that the
review comes first.



Leggon of the Dand,

1. OPENING SERVICE.
II. TEacHING OF ToPIC.

Blessed is the man that kespetk ks hand from doing any evil. — Isa. v 2.
The Fews, except they wash theiy hands, eat not, — MARK vii. 3.

WONDER how many hands there are in this room. Let us count. Now all

hold up your hands. One, two, three, . , . nineteen]

Why, how does this happen? Hasn't each one two hands? or, has some one
three?

Let us count again. How maaoy children are there? Yes,ten! Then some one
has only one hand. All two hands? Well, did you all hold up your two hands?
Ah, no! Henry held up only one; this accounts for it. So there are really twenty
hands in the room, twice as many as there are children ; and if you count my two,
then there will be — how many? Yes, two more than twenty, — twenty-two.

Just look at your hands. What wonderful things they are! How soft and
tender and warm | [Here pass around, taking some of the little hands in your own.’
What beautiful nails with the litle white half-moon at the bottom !

Are the nails of any use? Yes; they protect the fingers which have to do very
hard work. If there were no nails at the ends how many hard knocks and sharp
cuts the tender flesh would pget!

Bend your finger slowly, one finger at o time, very slowly ; now shut the hand ;
now open it and see what 2 curious thing it is

What can this little hand de? Think of something. Ves, it can use a knife, it
can write with a pencil or piece of chalk, it can paint beautiful pictures, it can use a
hammer, it sews with a fine needle and makes such even little stitches !  And when it
is largrer and stronger, like & man's, it may build huge engines and high bridges and
great mills and the tall church spires; or it may run over the keys of the piano so
nimbly that you can hardly see the fingers as they fly.

But does the little hand ever do wrong? Can you think of any wrong things it
does? Yes, sometimes it strikes ; sometimes it takes things which do not belong to
it ; sometimes it is very unclean. Could your dear little hand do these things?

Now there is something in this wonderful book about hands. Open and read :
“The Jews eat not with unwashed hands.” * Blessed is the man that keepeth his
Aand from doing evil" ;

&



Now will you all repeat these words with me.  Now one or two — naming them —
repeat it ; then again, ali together, until the words are fixed in their memories. Then
ask them to go home and repeat them there and bring them back next Sunday.

Now let os sing (one stanzz, page 54) : —

“0Oh, what can little hands do,” etc.
And this other hymn about hands (page 53) 1 —
“ Beautiful hands are those that do,™ etc.

CLOSING EXERCISE.

MoTE.—1n each of the six following lessons 2 new member of the body is introduced, and the
corresponding verses ate sung, adding them one by one to those already learned, until the entire
poem is committed. The teacher should bear in mind that the lessons of this book are merely

suggestive, — that she ia expected to enlarge and emphasize. The lesson is to be studied by the
teacher at home, not vead to the class,



