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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Raleign, N, ¢, Seplember 16, 1944,

MMy Excellency, J. MewvnLe BRoUGHTON,
Governer of Nortlh Carolina,
My vrar Sir: — Under Authorily af Chaowee 118, Artiele 1, Scelion
7030, Consolidated Slatules of Worlh Carcling, T have to submit to you

for tran=mission Lo lhe General Assembly the Bienria! Report of the
State Board of Health lor the period July L, 1042, 10 June 30, 1044,

Yours szincerely,

CarL V. DEYNOLDS,
Secreiary and Stote Health Oftcer.
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THE CHRONOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF
PUBLIC HEALTH WORK IN NORTH CAROLINA

In the seventies Dr, Thomas Fanning Weod, of Wilmington, caught
the vision of the poasibilities of publiv Realth work tfo North Caroiina.
How fully he grasped the far reaching consequences of his idea, how
cloarly he saw 1he ever-growing hostz of lives saved as a result of his
vision and insporation, woe shall never khow. Wo do Know that the
vision never left him, and that under ils sway he worked, through
the Medical Jourral which he edited and through the Nerlh Carclina
State Medieal Society until his influence reached the people of the
Slate in their General Aszsombly of LEYY, with the coffcet that on
February 12, 1877, the Worth Carolina State Board ol Health was born.
Oars was the dwallfth state boaed of Tealltl 1o Do eslablished.

Without lresiing the development of the newlv-established board
with that thoronzhness that could be termed history, we think il enough
to =et down here in chromological order the principal events in the life
and growih of the North Carnlina Slate Board of Health

1877. DBoard ervealed by ihe General Aszembly. Consisled in the be-
ginning of entire Slele Medical Sociely. Sociely acted through
a vommittes, Annual approprintien, $100,

1878. First educational pamphlel issued, Subjecl, “Timely Aid [or
the Drowned ond Suffoested.” Annual appropriation, S100,

18789, The General Assembly reconsiituted the Board of Tleailh.
Made i1 to consist of nine memboers: six appointed by the
Governor, three elected by the State Medical Society. Term
of oflice, five yrars. Dr. Thomas F, Wood clected first Secre-
tary of lhe DBoard, May 21. De 5. 5 Salchwell was first
Fresident of the Board. Olher Jlsgislative provisions:
t1) Chemical examination of water, and {(2) organization of
county boards of health, compozed of all regular practicing
physicianz and, in addition, the mayor ol the county town,
the chairman of the board of counly commissioners, and the
couttty surveyor. Four educational pamphlets issued. Sub-
jects: “Dizinfection, Droinage, Drinking Water, and IMsin-
fectants”; "“Sanitary Engineering'': “AMethods of Performing
Pozt-mortem Examinations™; "Limitation and Prevention of
Diphtheria.” Annual appropriation, 4200,

1880, Much of the activiiy thiz year waz devoled to efllorts to con-
tro! diphtheria. Prompt reporting of cazes was urged. Walor
supplics and sewage dizpozal proveked much discussion, A
survey of schoolhouses was carried out through the County
Superintendents of Health. Xost of the public schoolhouses
were of one-tegcher size, of frame and log construction, and
none of them in rural districts had any type of privy.



