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FREFACE.

Tuis volome is intended to ocenpy & place which bas
- maver been filled by sny other book. Its object is to
‘give, in the briefest manner, and particularly for the
benefit of the young, s view of what the Congregation-
alists believe, and of what they are, as a denomination,
This object tha writer proposes to accomplish, withonot
going into the intricacies of church polity, and without
any expectetion of eolightening ministers or the mors
expericnced members of the churches. The plan and
design of these pages were suggested (o bis mind by his
own experience and observation of the obvious wabieaf
such & work in all the places in which he hos been
sequainled. The ministers and other members of our
body are so oftem called uponm to mnswer inguiries in
regard to which information is here given, as to make it
evident that the extensive circalation of & work of the
kind must be of great importance to the welfare of our
churches. It is even feared that only a small propor-
tion of the members of our churches have so much ae
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the articles of faith in their possession. ‘The writer
would not intimate thet there are no publications in
existence which treat of the Congregational system of
doetrine and wsages with sufficient fullness. Baeh pub-
lications are numerous. Bat for the purpose which this
volume is intended to subserve, they are neither intended
nor adapted. They are Loo volumineus, and contain a
greast amount of matter that s not interesting to the
mnjority of professors of religion. They are better fitted
to oceupy & place in the library of & minister, than to lie
npon the table, in the parlor or in the retired room, of
the private member of the church. Wherenss a work
like the one now offered to the churches, may and ought
to find its way into the bands of every individual who
bas named the name of the Lord in oor Zion. Hoping
that it may ba of soma benefit 1o the followers of the
great Head of the chureh, it is bumbly l.nli prayerfully
submitted by the writer.

In giving this work to the publie, however, it ahould
be added, that while in manuseript, it was submitied to
the examination of Rev. Natuawmizr Bovrox, of Cone
cord, N. H., to whom, as well as to the author of
the introdwction, the writer 1= indebted for valuable
assistance in its final revision for the press.

Nottingham, N. H., 1841,
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