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Coutaining
[. The Hymn of St. Sechnall in Praise of St. Patrick.
II. The Hymn of St. Ultan in Praise of St. Brigid.
IIL. The Hymn of St. Cummain Fota in Praise of the Apostles,
IV. The Hymn of St. Mugint.
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NOTICE TO MEMBERS.

Tms Volume befug only the firs Part or Fascicolus of 5 Jueger the names of Membees are nol printed on the
back of the title-page, which will bo replaced by & permanant title-page when the hoek Is completed.

‘Tha Editor is indebted to Mr. O"Nelll for the dmwing from which the Irish beading, in the ancient characters of the
Book of Kells, has been emgraved | also for the Vignette, ropresenting the Band of God, restored from the somth-east
Croas of Mouasterboica (erocted st the clogs of the ninth or early in the tenth century), where it otcurs at the lower angle
of tha right arm, as if sustalndng or supporting the Crosa—{Bse ("Neill's * Croases of Irclamd," Plate 15.) An exeallsnt
cast of thiz Cross was exhibited in the Dublin Exbibition, in 1558, and i8 sow (o the Crystal Palace st Sydenbam,

The band jaaing from the Clouds, and wircounded by o wimbes or glory, I one of the most ancieot emblems of Deity,
and especially of the First Person of the Hlessed Trinity, Several examples ofit will be found in the fea his Chritienne,
anid Anmales Archéologipues of Dhdron, Speaking of one instance, which socars in & Liber Preeam, a M5, of the ninth
century, in the Bibliothéque Rayale, thia learned sathor ssys :—* Cos mains sont Ia plus ancleane roprénintation du Pire
Par respect, par une sorte de ulogma relighenx, . . . onone montr Eu Péee qu° ane main bénleante, sans nlmbe d'sbord,
avee un nimbae crucifére ensulte."— Joom. Cheét, ( Hist, de DNeu), | (63 Anm Areh. tom L p. 16,

The Hund is especially inteoduced in the ancient representat] of onr Haviour's sofferings und passion ; and ently
aleg do picturea of the martyrs and confessors, to dencte the divine groce and sopport given to them in their ings.
4 A jardin des oliviers” (says the muthor junt quoted) “ lomgue b Bauveur, sbatte par une tristesss sarhumaine, o*éerie, Mon
Pere ditournes de moi oo eatice, une mainsort du clel, Lo madn du Pére, qui bénit son fils, et 1o console,  Lorsque sur la croix
Jesus, prit a mourlr, jetts & eon Pére ces parcles disesperéey, Mow Diew, Moun M.{Iﬂw waver vous abandonnd !
un gpergoit s0 dessiner, wur lo sommet de la crolx, uwoe moain gui bénit, et gui est la mein du Pére.  Enfin lormsque JEsca
remonte au clel, sprés se paxdon, of tenant o main sa croix de résurreetion, sem Pire lol tend Ja wain dreite, et Maide en
quelgue sorte A wélever. Ce dermier sujet . . . et exphiqué par ces denx vers d'Alegin, placfa précisément sons wue
Ascension peinte,

Drxreas que Fatris mundom dltions gubermet
i crdon

Eb Natum proprinm transveais o altos.”
—foom. ChreL, pp. 218, ¥4,

And compare the woodouts an pp, 210, 322, 216, &c. of the same work.

This explanation accounts the ocowrrence of this ancient emblem on the Croes of Monasterboice and cther similar
monmments in Jrelund : and it may also serve a8 an apology for the introduction of it s & Vignette, on the tith-page of
the present work,

February, 1830, . 4 H T
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ADVERTISEMENT.

7K OME years ago the Editor of the present volume
g proposed to the Council of the Irise Arcrsoro-
’" orcar Society to print, with the assistance of his

{ learned friend, Dr. Reeves, the celebrated Liber
o) Hymnorum, now preserved in the Library of
s Trinity College, Dublin,

This beautlful MBS, which cannot be assigned to a later date than
the ninth or tenth century, may safely be pronounced one of the
most venerable monumenta of Christian sntiquity now remaining in
Europe. It preserves to us a considerable portion of the ritual of
the Church of Ireland, as it existed before the English Conquest, and
before the attempt to establish uniformity with the Church of Eng.
land by the introduction of the Salisbury use into Ireland, in the
twelfth century

A large number of the Hymns which it contzins have never been
published, and are wholly unknewn to the learned. The Latin Hymns
are accompanied throughout by & gloss, partly Latin and partly Irish,
and scholia, very interesting in a philological point of view ; whilst
those of them which are written in the Irish language are, setting
aside their historical importance, most valuable, from their great anti-
quity, to the student of Celtic literature,
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