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INTRODUCTION.

Tuz Distribution of the elementa of wealth presented
by Natore fo man, and of the constituents of wealth
secured from Nature by men, forme the preat social
problem of the times. Not only dees this problem
underlie all the various achemes of communism and
organization of labour: but, discerned or mot, ia ot the
bottom of all jealowsize befween employers and em-
ployed—of all sirikes and ecombinations, and, though
more indirectly, not lesa truly, of all quaatil:-rm' of rent,
protestion, and the incidence of taxation. There iz the
great atorehouse of materials—the earth ; and the great
productive agent-—the soil ; and whatever man's shill
and lahour have educed, and his economy secored for
his use, ont of these.

OFf objecta direcily adapted to man’s wants, Nature
presents but 8 scanty supply. And this is more espe-
cinlly the case in countries like that which we inhabit,
where the spontaneous productions of the earth wounld
do no more than sustain the lowest form of animal
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existence, and that but to & very limited nomber. The
materials of which the earth is the repository require
skill and labour to adapt them to man's use; ard the
productive elements embodied in the soil require skill
and labour to develop them, and to secure products
out of them adapted to man's daily wents.

And the copstitution of things under which he is
placed is adapted to etimulate men to provide not
rierely for his present, but for his prospective wants.—
There are, for example, but eertain seasons of the year
at which the crops which eonatitute a lurge proportion
of his food can be groen.  IF he does wot il the land
in its season, and sow and reap those crops in their
sezson, he wante them for the yesr. Man, 88 he
regards and provides for only his immediate wants, ia
an animal and a savage ; man, in proportion as he con-
templates and provides for his prospoctive wants,
evinces and calle into exercise his teiionzl nature; he-
rizea above tha animal condition, znd secures the
instrnments of civilizsation.

And the labonrs of the savage, as they tend only to
the sapply of immediate wants, so do they bear only
on the supply of individual wants, or of those of them
for whom the instincts of nature prompt him to pro-
vide. But regard to prospective wants tends to develop
the social elementa of man’s being. To make effective
provision for these, men must act more or less in con-
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cert. They firet combine their lebour; snd as they
sttain greater skill in the processcs, and better tools
wherewith to perform them, they divide their labour.
And the more that akill and variety of tools are called
into requoieition in any branch of labour, the mere of
training becomps necessary to fit for its expert and
efficient performance. Hence the origin of different
tradea-—the settled division of labour.

The fraits of labour adapted fo prospective wanta
constitute capital. Capital ie the product of akill and
lahonr, saved and sreured for fotnre wse. Not only can
there be o capitl without Jabour, but none without
saving. All our houses, fornitore, lond-improvements,
roede, railways, shipa, factories, are (he fruit of savings
made by our predecvssors or ourselves. 1lad oor fore-
fathers consumed as fast as they produced—had they
gaved nothing of the products of their ekill and labour,
we should have becn in much the same state as the
nativez of Kemachatka, or New Holland, Capitel,
thercforp, 1a the ingtrumaent of civiissiion.

80 long as the only productive imstrument 8 men's
hands, or an appropriate ool which he wses with his
hands, the diffevence between one man's productive
capacity and that of another, ie just as is the differ-
ence between their skill, strength, and power of appli-
cation. But, in the progrees of soeiety, the possession
of cepital indefinitely inoresses this power. A man
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who is able to produce more than another, or who saves
more of the fruita of hiz labour, can procure better
tools—he can purchase other animel power to do the
heavier portions of hie work; and, as inventicn pro-
eeeds, he ean obtain machines, which will do great part
of what be has hitherta done with tools, moch more
expeditiously, and in larger quantity.

Omne man who haz produced and saved more than
his neighbours, or, which comes to the same thing in
effect, who hoa inherited what others have produced and
saved, comos to posseas more prodoctive power than he
himself can direct and apply; he is a capitalist. The
msn who hes neither inhertled nor gaved, hae no pro-
ductive imstrument but his henda. As to power of
prodoetion, he, in consequence, stande at & preat dis-
advantage compared with the man possessing eapital.
He, therefore, bires his labour fo the capitalist; as, in
this way, he can ezrn more than in working on his own
account, with the very inferioy instruments he might
be able to obtain. This is the origin of working for
wagcsa ; and when the number of capitalizts in & com-
munity i5 large compared with the number of non-
capitalists, hired labour is well paid—na eapital has ever
a tendeney to seck productive cceupation; and men,
generally, who possess capital, will hire others to per-
form the heavier kinds of laboar, rather than perform
these themselves.
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8o far, all would be smooth end equitable; and the
more of the members of a commumity who were in-
dustrious and economical—the more that it possessed
of the saved fruits of industry (supposing slways that
thers ia scope for remunerative labour}—the better
wages would there be for those who had yet to begin
to save—whose position ied them not to be employers,
but employed.

Bo far, wa suy, there is a clear and equitable relation
between the cepitalist and the lgbourer. But in
modern aacicty, especially as it exists in thia country,
this releficn has become incressingly open to three
great sources of derangement—ihe firet source being
found in the state of property in laad; the second n
the exienmsive use of machinery; and the third in the
system of credit.

When ohe cxpends Isboux in the reclamativn and
culture of a certain portion of previcusly unaporo-
priated land, by giving it a value which it had mot
before, he aequires a certuin rght to its possession ;
and, sohject to an equitable charge to the State, to
be adjusted periodically, az the counfry sdvancee in
population and wealth, it is the inlerest of the whole
community to snstain his tithe as valid. He owns the
land which be cultivatee, subject to a tent-charge for
the maintenance of the ¢ivil government of the country.

But the case is entirely different when property in
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