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NOTES ON CHAUCER'S USE OF ‘E°

1. Final ¢ i vanally sounded in Chavcerion verse, but

(e} it I8 slurred over before o word beginning with a vowel,
a.g- I noldd settéht al that novséh grote ; before certain
words beginning with A, such as ke; any part of the
vorh to kave ) the ndverhs feer, how, and a mnte B as
in hengur—e. g Tho redd&he me how Bumpson Josthis
harres ¢

() it is sometimes dropped in certain worde in common
use sich a8 were, hadde, wolde, eto—e.g. Woldigo
te beddé’ he wolddho lenger tarie.

2. Middle ¢ is sometimes deopped = e.g. Bavie)nes.
B Final ¢ sliould alwava by sounded at the end of & line.

These notes are based on the prammatical hints given in
Professor Skeut's Introduction to his single-volume edition of
Chaneer's comiplete works (Clarenden Prese, 19010 from whicls
the ilinstrations in tlis beok soe ales dewwn,  To his resencelive
anid to Lhose of T'rofessers Lounsbnry and Ten Brink, and of the
members of the Chaueer Sociely, all stndents of Chancer must
gratefully ncknowledge their indebtedness, In quoting from
Chaueer T have kept to Professor Bkeat's spetling. Al attempls
to modemnise Chavcerian verse Inevitably result in destroying
something of the charm and meledy of the originel, Readers
wlhose eyes ave nob acenstomed to the formy of Middle English
will find practically all diffculty disappesar 1 they read the
passaes alowrd with moderu proounciation,  Wiih other Middle
Fnglish and Seottish posts | have reluctantly taken greater
lileerties, sinee their langsage is often more remote from the
speech of to-day,  An example of the wviginal Seottish forms
witl Le fuund on po 240,
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CHAUCER AND HIS TIMES

CHAITER 1
CHAUCER'S LIFE AND TIMES

“ THE biography of Chaucer is built upon
doubts and thrives upon perplexities ' accord-
ing to one of the most famous of Chaucer
scholars, and the more carefully we consider
the evidence upon which this statement is
based, the more fully do we find it endorsed.
The name Chaucer itself has been variously
derived from the Latin caleearius, a shoe-
maker, the French chaussier, a maker of long
hose, and the French echaufecire, chafe-wax
(i. e. a clerk of the court of Chancery whose
duty consisted in aflixing seals to royal
documents). The one peoint of agreement
seems to be that the family was undoubtedly
of French origin, though whether the founder
of the English braneh eame over with the
Conqueror or in Henry 1IDs reign, cannot be
decided. Most scholars are now agreed that

Geoflrey Chaucer was born about 1840, and
7



