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PREFACE.

———

I¥ making my very humble contribution to a great
controversy (which I have done, not from sny sort
of attraetion to the subject, but simply in the interests
of what T conceive to be divime fruth, and truth
which, whether & fide or not, has certainly a very
momentous practical bearing), I wish to define the
exact position which 1 atbempt, a5 best 1 can, to
defend in these Sermons. Tt is simply thet there is
nothing in God's atiributes or purpose (so far as it
is given us to lmow them), which is irreconcilesble
with the everlasting punishment of the wicked and
ungodly, and that the true relief from diffienlties on
the subject is to be found, not In calling in guestion
sither the efernity of the punishment, or the im-
maortality of the subjects of it, but in other notices
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of Holy Scripture respecting its different degrees, ita
exact pursuance of & moral law, and so forth, With
no collateral topic have I sought to deal, except in
the way of oceasionally glancing &t it. Thus, I have
not entered into the question whether, after death,
those who have died in the faith of Christ and fear
of God may not be the subjects of morel progress
and enlightenment. To me it appears almost certain
that they will and must, end it is here that I seem
to see an escape from the difficulty which arises,
when we think of that vast number of persons who,
while we cannot deny to them genuine religious
principle, yat manifest faults of temper and conduct,
which seem {0 make them nnmeet for Heaven.  They
are not taken to Heaven at ones, but to Paradise, where
we may well conceive that, in a far closer communion
with the Saviour and His sainta than it was possible
for them. io enjoy here below, © delivered from the
burden of the flesh,” and from the manifcld tempta-
tions which are involved in a scjourn in the flesh,
the spirit is gradually purified, trained, diseiplined,
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illuminated, and 80 made far mester than it was,
ot the moment of ite exit from the body, for that
“inheritance of the saints in light,” which the solemn
senbence of the last day, * Cumne, ye blessed,” is event-
ually to call it into. I entirely share the feeling,
which is now so commonly avowed, that Protestanta
have not given that prominence to the doctrine of
the intermediate, ag distinct from the ultimate, atate,
which Seripture so clearly saserts, and the assertion
of which is quite necessary to exhihit in full sym-
metry and significance the orthodox Catholic doctrina
of the Last Things. At the same time, I entirely fail
to sea how, compatibly with the idess called uwp in
the mind by the word  Paradise,” purgatorial suffer-
ing can be supposed o be an ingredient in the illu-
mination and sanctification, which arg characteristic
of the intermediate state of the righteous ; and if T
am asked my interpretation of “ the fire” which “ shall
{ry every man's work, of what sort it is," and of the
being “saved &0 az by fire"! I can only answer that

11 Cer. i 13, 15
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I suppose the fire to be the searching judgment of
God, which, at the last great day, will be applied to
each man’s character, and make manifest whether it
had in it, or not; the faith in God, which is & prin-
ciple of permapence, and which eonmects the soul
with God and the unseen world, or whether the
things, which are seen and are temporal, exhausted
its intersets and ambitions ; whether, in short, it waa
“gold, silver, precions stone” on -the one hand, or
“wood, hay, stubble,” on. the other? But, whils the
idea of moral progress in the intermadiate state, for

1 Bea 1 Cor. fii. 12, 15, —After carefnl conaiderstion of this diffienlt
pasaage, | have eone to the conclosien of Thesn Alford upen ity
that **what i1 suid does not refer, axcept by scrommodation, & the
religiqus Jirs of believera on gererad ; bt to the DTUTY AKD LEWARD
or TEACEERS.” QOnly, T would proposa te add to this that the
“gold, silvar, hay, stubble,” ets., ers, dn fhe fired dnsasics, mot so
mwuch " the mattzr of the ministers' tearhing," sz teal and nominal
Christisns themsclves. B8t Paul had ‘*laid the fonndation ™ at
Corinth, by preaching Christ there before any other had done so.
Sucoeeding teachors built om to the foundstion whick he had laid,
JAnd what be seeros to say to them fs; “Do not glory in the
number of the adhersnts you have won o Christ.  ‘What i their
quality ¥ Are thay of trne sterling worthi Will they stand the
pearching judgment of God (which is &3 fire} at the laat day?
Will that firs show them te be selid or perishells material 1™
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those who have gome owd of lfe penitent and believ-
sng, entirely approves itself to me, I am unable to see
in Holy Scripture any traces of such & thing a5 a
se¢ond  probation beyond the grave jor thoee who
have passed awsy without penitence and faith, whila
they have enjoyed life-long opportunities for the
exercisa of those graces, The diffienlt passage in

St Peter's first Epistle, respecting the presching of
' Cihiink fo the gpirita in prison' is often appealed to
a3 holding ont, at all events, a prospect and a possi-
bility of renewed offers of grace and merey to those
who have been in this lifa disobedient. But when if

T

is considered that great divinea lika Bishop Pearson

11 Pet. il 1820,

¥ Pearson even alloges this text (1 Pebor il 18, 19, 20}, s one
proof of Christ’s pre-existence before His birth of the Yirgin
" Christ wns really bafore the floed, for be preached to them that
lived before it ; and at the crostion of the world, for he coonted it.
Thet he preached to thoss before the food is ovident Ly the
words of Bt Peter, who mith, thot Chrigt was pud fo dealh in the
Sesh, but quickensd by the Spirtt; by which alss he went wud
preacfied unio the spirits in prisen @ which sometime were disobediens,
sohen anes dhe ling suffering of God wailed in the days of Noak,
whils fhe ark wos o prepering,  From which words it appeareth
that COlrist presched by the same apirit by the virtue of which be



