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PREFACE.

Tuere is probably no department in physiology so gene-
rally attractive as Embryolozy. The student is drawn
almost irresistibly to peer as deeply as he may into that
mystery of mysteries by which a simple cell becomes con-
verted lnto a thinking human being.

The study, then, of the gland in which the ovum is
produeed, the attempt to trace the ovum backwards to its
earhest traces, aud haply to discover some general law
which wight give the key to part of the wyslery, s a
study which is only too seducing, and may even lead to
loss of time as great and appareutly as uscless as the
studies of those who searched for the Philosopher’s Stone
and for the Elixir of Life.

Some time ago wy atlention was direeted in a special
manner to the pathology of the ovary, and Mr. Speucer
Wells was kind enough to allow me to examine a large
number of the ovarlan tumors which he vemoved by
ovariotomy. A very little observation was sufficient to
show that the so-called * ovarian eyst’ may be produced
in many different ways, cach morbid process being a
modification, generally a very slight modification, of some
process which physiologically takes place in the ovary.

The study of these processes, whether physiological or
pathological, is beset with many difficuliles, and 1t s
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thevefore not surprising that aathors differ much with
regard to thens 5 and Tuwve expressed opinions which ave
sometimes really, sometimes apparently, inconsistent with
cach other,  These different opinions are widely scattered ;
some are buried in forgotten journals, many arve written
in foreicn languages ; but as little progress can be made
unless the student be acquainted with the labours of his
predecessors, [ have attempted here to give a brief
summary of the results of those lubours.  Among other
papers, I naturally paid muel attention to a series of ob-
servittions on the ovary which my father published more
than tweniy yewrs ago in the * London Medical Gazeite)
In these observations my father distinetly enunciates and
proves a doctrine which has very recently been revived
by German physiologists, and which T coneeive to be n o
creat measure the key to the right understanding of most
of the forms of worbid ovarian change, My lather dis-
tinetly shews that active changes are constantly coing on
m the ovary from the very earliest to the very latest
period of life; that before puberty as after it—during
preguaney, dunng lactation, during amenorrheea, and
even after the final cessation of the menses—vesicles are
constatly  being formed in the ovary, and constantly
perishing.

My futher’s papers appear o me to be so valuable that,
with his penuission, I now reproduce them in extenso.

They ave reprinted textually from the pages of the
*London Medieal Gazette:* no alteration whatever has
beew made in them, aod in reading them one eannot [ail
tr e struck with the slightness of the change which the
last twenty-two vears have made fn our ideas of ovarian
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After examining a number of ovarian twnors I beeame
strongly impressed with the idea that ovarian eysts are
occasionally ‘moles,” or ova which have undergone a
certain amount of development.

This led me to examine with great care a dermoid eyst
which Mr. Wells removed from a young virgin, and T
hope that I have suceeeded in proving that such a cyst is
certainly derived from an ovum, and has little in common
with that form of subcutancons dermoid eyst which is not
unfrequently met with in the region of the eyelids.  Of
course, if' it be once proved that nnimpreguated ova may
oo on to the formation of such highly oreganised structures
as bone and cartilage, it s casy to believe that they may
stop short at sone previous stage and form cysts.

I [J-u,h]ish my present © Contributions,” with a sincere
hope that they may be of use to those who are working
in the sune feld as myzelf.  To the geperal wquiver they
will give a fair synopsds of what is at present kuown on
most of the points of interest i ovartin physiology and
pathology.

Movsr Srpeer, (TR0GY B0 Sarang .
g 10D,
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