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PREFACE

In the early smnmer of the present year, the author
was invited by the Faculty of Laws of the University
of London to deliver u course of five lectures on
the law of hbel al the Institnte of Journalists. By
the kind permission of the Tniversity, he has besn
allowed to publish these lectures. Inasmunch as they
were prepaved for practieal men, it is hoped that their
veproduetion will he of valoe in the offiee of every
newspaper. The fnes that the text was the subject
of oral delivery to a lay andience may serve to account
for a certain freedom of expression, and for certain
fanciful illustrations which are not usually found in a
law book. Specinl care has been taken to make the
index as complete and exhaustive 13 possible.

A part of the work is ievoted to the metes and
boumds of Criticism, the art of Law Reporting, and to
the vules which should be observid by him who reports
the proceedings of public mectings.  Certain suzgested
veforma of the law of libel as it affects newspapers
are dealt with at pp. 125-128,

With regord to the authoritics ecited, the author
hag heen compelled, owing to limitations of space, fo
gelect but o few fromn among the vast number which
appear in the law reporis. He has endeavouved, how-
ever, to select cases of unquestioned authority in which
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the judges have enuneciated principles of a generil
character.

Althongh primarily intended for the newspaper and
the jomrnalist, it iz hoped that the work may also
prove nsafnl to the lawyer.

W. VALENTINE DBALL.
September, 1912,
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