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PRETFACE

This book is not primarily a treatise on methods of
teaching reading. It concerns itself rather with the prin-
ciples which underlie method. Its chief aim is to furnish
a body of information—psyehological, philologieal, his-
torical, and experimental—which will enable the teacher
to develop and use methods intelligently in place of ac-
eepting them blindly and following them slavishly.

More than the usual amount of attention is given to
language—both spoken and written, but especially the
latter. For this the author makes no apology. There is—
as is commonly known—no dearth of instruction in the
vernacular and in foreign languages in our secondary and
higher institutions of learning. In spite of this, however,
the majority of those who specialize in languages—either
English or foreign—are poorly informed regarding the
genetie and seientifie aspeets of the English language and
of language in general. This i1s due to the fact that the
students’ activities are for the most part directed toward
the mastery of literature and the aequisition of skill in
expression—philological agpects being neglected. For the
teacher whose work lies chiefly in the field of language—
including the teacher of reading—this is unfortunate ginee
it deprives him of the perspective so essential to initiative
and vesoureefulness. The chapters which deal with lan-
euage and its accessories—for the most part chapters I to
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IV—are, therefore, intended to supply the linguistic in-
formation most urgently needed by the teacher of
reading.

Considerable historical material has been introduced.
For this, too, no apology is needed since a eritical analysis
of eurrent practices can usually be undertaken most ad-
vantageously in the light of their development.

The vast experimental literature which has been pro-
duced during the last few decades has been freely drawn
upon. In faet, it constitutes the basis of the discussion
from beginning to end. The treatment is, therefore, dis-
tinctly quantitative. Suffice it to say that no other mode
of approach or method of treatment would be justifiable
at this stage of eduecational practice.

The content of the book—as well as its arrangement—
is essentially that of a eourse which the writer gave for
several years to prospective teachers and supervisors of
reading,

Special acknowledgments are due to my colleagues,
Mrs. Alice 0. Hunnewell and Miss Katherine L. Me-
Laughlin, who have offered many valuable suggestions—
the former in connection with the chapter on TeacHING
Becinners To Reap and the latter in connection with
the chapter on ConTENT oF READERS.

Acknowledgments are due, also, to Dean W. 8. Gray,
Mr. E. D. Burbank, The American Antiquarian Society,
The Bureau of American Ethnology, Henry Holt and
Company, D. Appleton and Company, Harper and
Brothers, Ginn and Gompany, The Maemillan Company,
and the Simplified Spelling Board for permission to use
valuable materials.
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For permission to use illustrations, acknowledgments
are due to The Bureau of American Ethnology for Plate
I; to D. Appleton and Company for Figures 1, 7, 8, and
O: to The American Antiquarian Society for Figures 2,
3, 4, 5, and 6; and to Dean W. S. Gray of the University
of Chicago for Charts I-VI inclusive.

Finally, the writer is greatly indebted to the many
other sources—far too many to mention here—upon
which he has so freely drawn throughout the discussion.

Los Axceres, California.
July, 1022,



