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THE BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY.
v
JOURNAL OF THE FIFTEENTH SESSION.

Oclober, 1ood, to March, 1907,

OCTOBER MEETING.

The first Meeting of the Session was held on Monday, Octoher 150h,
at the 5t Bride’s Institute, Brde FLane, Fleet Street, by the kind invitation
of the Governors. Mr, R. A, Peddie, the Acting-Librarian of the Technical
Collections, had arranged a very mteresting exhibition, which included an
old pronting press, a fine series of works printed by John Daskerville, some
of them lent by Mr, Ralph Straus, and a series of Boods on fhe Pracical
Side of the drf of Printing, r56d—rizso, on which, after giving a brief
bistory of the Technical Library, 3y, Peddie read a paper.

SuMmMarRY.—For some considerable period afler the invention of
printing, printcrs were content to practise their art without that wish to
rush into print which characterizes the typographer of a later date. This
abstinence was practised partly, we may suppose, with the ides of
keeping the sacred mysteries of the art within the craft, and partly because
the apprentices and journeymen leamt the simple trade of the ffteenth,
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries without the necessity of study of any
kind. But with the increasing complexity of the press and the ever-
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increasing numbers of men required, books began to appear which
described the-processes nocessary 10 be known by the expert compositor
and pressman,

I have arranged on exhibition a seties of books ranging in date from
16co to 1750, which are either treatises on practical printing or volumes
issued as specimens or samples of kype.

There are a few references of an unimportant character to practical
printing in Matthias Richter's D¢ Tvpograpiiae Jnveations, published at
Copenhagen in 1566, but the Grst book describing all the processes of
printing and typefounding in detail may he credited to England.  Joseph
Moxon's Mechanich FExerefres, projected as a general encyclopzdia of arts
and sciences, contains in the second volume the first important descriptive
general trostise on the art of punting, It was published in 1683,

In 1688 appeared the next attenipt.  This occurs, curiously enongh, in
Randle Holme's Academy of Armoey, issued al Chester in that year. The
description is principally fram Maxon, with whom Holme was intimate.

The fater general books call far very little mention.  Ernesti, Gessner,
Fertel, are all excellent works of their period. Up to the beginning of the
nineteenth century, when the introduction of new methods and the
invention of printing machines revolutionized the industry, the first good
technical wark in cach country was copied and recopied, generally without
acknowledgment.

Tyre pesion.—1 am only able w show one book on the proportions
of letters, Moxon's Kdes af the Three Orders of poind fetters, 1676, There
were several earlivr attempts. In 1geg Luca Pacioli published a work
entitled Le Livina Propertione, which contained woodcuts of the alphabet,
Albeet Durer, in 1525, attempted 10 reduce all letters to combinations of
circles and straight lines, a similar idea being also the basis of Geoffrey
Tory's [antastic Champfewry, first {ssued in rgzg. Moxon's attempt was

not meant as a guide to punch-cutters, but was more for the guidance
of sign-peinturs,
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TyrerounpERS SPECTMENS —The first English type specimen is
found amongst the State Papers at the Record Office, and was issued by
Nicholas Nicholls in 1665, It was specially prepared for presentation to
the King, and resulted in Nicholls being appointed typefounder to His
Majesty.  Joseph Moxon also comes lo the front as a typefounder. In
1669 he published a specimen sheet, a copy of which 15 amongst the
Bagford papers in the British Muoseum, It is a poor performance, only
one fount, the P'ica, having any pretensions to elegance or regularity.

With the early eighteenth century we come to a new eta, signalized by
the foundation of the Caslon foundry in 1720, Caslon’s first specimen,
issued in 1734, containg 3& founts, all, with three exceptions, of his own
cutting. It shows the first use of the Ciceronian denunciation of Catiling
{Quonsque tandem, ete.).  The appearance of Latin being much more
effcctive than that of English in a specimen, the phrase was used for many
years by all typefounders.

PrinTERS TvPr sPicimrNs,—The earliest printers seem often to
have printed a Donatus or a Calendar chiefly to show their types.  On his
retuen to Augsburg in 1480 Erberd Ratdolt wssued a magnificent specimen
sheet of the types which he had brought with him from Venice. It 1s
very doubtful when the next extant specimen was issued by a printer o
show the resources of his office. The first T have been able {o trace is
one issued in 1616 by Fuhrmann, of Nuremhberg The 1628 specimen of
the Vatican press is interesting for the vareties of types shown.  The
Moncur specimen, issued in Edinburgh in ryog, is curious, as it 15 com-
posed of a sermon st up in sections, cach section in 2 different type.
In 1713 James Watson, of Edinburgh, issued a specimen of types, all
Dutch, which was prefaced by a short history of Scottish prnting, from
the pen of John Spotswood.

InposiTion.—Some of the earliest books on the practical side of the
printing art were devoted to giving plans of imposition, The earliest of which
I have record was issued by 1. C. Victor ina664. A copy of this is at Leipzig.
Wolffger's work, published nine years later, is the first I can show you.

B2
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Tue rress.—The few illustrations of the press which I can exhibit are
very vague and doubtful in their reproduction of the essential part of the
mechanism.

Gutenberg and his immediate successors must have adapted the
ordmary linen press to the reguirements of printing, ut some time in
the fiftcenth century the cnormous improvement of the rolling table to
take the forme was introduced, The press remained with its wooden
screw on the spindle and without a tympan or frisket untl 1550, when
Dianner, a printer of Nuremberg, introduced the metal serew and added
the tympan and frisket,  Previously the paper must have been laid directly
on the type and covered with something like a blanket in order to get an
even impression.

In 1620 Blaen, of Amsterdam, introduced the great improvement of a
spring which returned the platen after dmpression and reduced the work of
the pressman by one-half.  But for these improvements the press at the
end of the eighteenth century was the press of the (fteenth century—
300 years with yery little to show in the way of inventive capacity.

When we come o consider the rate of produetion of the old hand
press we are face to face with the diffcelty of understanding the technical
terms of a trade In past years, When it is said that the first press at Mainz
produced joo sheets per day of 14 hoors, we suppose this meant oo fully
printed folios, or oo pulls.  But when in 1571, at Lyons, the pressmen com-
plaingd that they worked from 2 a.m. to 8 or g p.m, and were expected to
produce 3,500 sheets per day, we cannot believe that this meant more than
1,750 sheets, or 3,500 pulls.  In 1960 the production worked out at 250 per
hour, and T am informed by Mr, Jacobi, of the Chiswick Press, that 250 pulls
per hour s quite as much as it is possible to cxpect from a hand press.

NOVEMBER MEETING,

The Second Meeting of the Session was held at 3 pom. on Monday,
November vgth, at 20, Hanover Square, the Presidemt, Mr, Faber, in the
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Chair,  The Right Rev. Abbot Gasquet rend a paper on Seods and Hpok-
making in Chronicles and Acconnts, printed in full in the present volume.

DECEMBER MEETING.

The Third Meeting of the Session was held at 3 pon. on Monday,
December 17th, at 2o, Hanover Sguarg, the President, Mr. Faber, in the
Chair. A paper by Mr. A W, Pollard and Mr. W. W. Greg on Some
Difficdtcer in Billiograplical Deseriptions, was read hy Mr., Greg. The
greater part of it is printed in the present volume,

ANNUAL REPORT.

Previous to the Januvary Meeting the following Annual Beport and
Balance Shect were circulated amonp members by means of the Society's
News-Sheet.

{1.) During the fourteen years of its existence the Bibliographical
Society has been deprived by death of many of its most cminent members,
bath English and Foreign. It has this year to wmourn, for the first time,
the loss of one of its former Presidents. Dr. Richard Garneit, who
succeeded the Founder of the Soclety, Ur. Copinger, in the Presidential
Chair in 1896, had taken an active part in the formation of the Sociewy,
was one of its original Vice-Presidents, and had greatly increased the
attractivencss ol our meetimpgs by his frequent participations in the dis-
cussions.  In the history of a Society the importance of its second President
is only alittle less than that of its first, and the confidence which D, Copinger
expressed that Dir. Gareit’s acceplance of office would ensure the
prosperity of the Soclety was well founded. Dunng his term of office
he was constant in attendance at meetings both of the Society and of the
Council, and after he had laid down the Presidentship, his help could
still always be relied on in case of need. He viewed bibliography, as he
vicwed literature and life, in its largest and most liberal aspeet, and the
debt which we owe him is one which sheuld be kept in remembrance as
lang as the Society lasts.
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{:'.} Save for this great loss the year has been as prosperous and as
successiul as its predecessors.  For a Society of which so large a praportion
of the members restde oot of London ocur meetings have been well
attended, and many of the recent papers bave been of more than usual
interest. Mr, Bourdillon's monegraph on the Eardy Editions of Le Roman
de da Kose, which should be in the hands of members by the time
that this Keport is circulated, is one of the most important books which
the Society has published.  Besides this, two small books are in the press,
Mr Strickland Gibson's Adstracts of the 1 of Oxford Stafioners and
Hoakbinders, 1506-r638, andd Mr, Worman's list of Alien memders of the
Dok trade during the Tudor period, abstracted by kind permission of the
Hupguenot Society from their Heturns of Aliens in London,

{3.) For tgey a Part of Treusmefions is nearly in readiness, and the
Council hopes to be able 1w print Me, Campbell Dodgson's illustrated
monograph on Hans Weidits, and has conomissioned Mr. H. R. Plomer to
prepare i Dictionary of English Printers and Stationers at work between
ihigo and 1660, at present the most obscure period of English printing,
It has also accepted an offer from Mr. Seymour de Ricei, one of the
litest recruits o the Society, to prepare a Census of all the known copies
of books printed by William Caxton, and members will he glad 1o hear
that Mr. Gordon Ihf, who has made Caxton his special study for so
many years, has kindly promized his help in making 3r. De Ricei's work
w5 complete as possible. From the annexed Balance Sheet it will be seen
that the Hociety's Finances are in o satisfaclory condilion.  “The accounts
thig year are made up to December 31st, so thar in future the Socicly's
financial year will begin on the date when subseriptions become due,
January 1st. Hitherto we have had four New Years, almost as many as
were inouse Do the filteenth century, viz., January 1st for subscriptions, the
thirdd Monday m Octolwer for the opening of the Session, December 1st
for our accounts, and the third Monday in December for the election of
officers and members of Council. I future the financial year, subscrip-
tionts and cnure of oftice, will all he ceckoned from January to January.



