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PREFACE

N presenting to the public my third volume of

Detective Stories, I desire to again call attention to
the fact that the stories herein coniained, as in the case
of their predecessors in the zeries, are literally true.
The incidents in these cases have all actually occurred as
related, and there are now living many witnesses to
corrgborate my statements.

Maroney, the expressman, is living in Georgia, having
been released during the war. Mrs. Maroney 15 also
alive. Any one desining to convince himself of the abso-
lute truthiulness of this narrative can do so by examining
the court records in Montgomery, Ala,, where Maroney
was canvicted.

The facts stated in the second volume are well known
to many residents of Chicago, Young Bright was in the
best society during his stay at the Clifton House, and
many of his friends will remember him. His father is
now largely interested in businesz in New York, Chicago,
and 5t Lows, The events connécted wath the abduc-
tion of ¥ The Two Sisters,” will be readily recalled by
W. 1. Church, Esg, of Chicago, and others. The story
of “Alexander Gay,” the Frenchman, will be found in
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the criminal records of St. Lows, where he was sentenced
for forgery.

S0 with the stories in this volume. The characters in
“The Detective and the Somnambulist,” will be easily
recognized by many readers in the Sputh. As the family
of Drysdale are still living and holding a highly respecta-
ble place in society, the locality is not correctly given, and
fictitious names are used throughout.

By reason of the peculiar nature of the circumstances,
the facts narrated in *“The Murderer and the Fortune-
Teller,” are known only to a small circle, but they can
readily be substantiated. Captain Sumner was never
informed of the means employed to influence his sister,
and his first knowledge of them will be obtained in
reading this book; but he will remember his own visit to
“Lucille,” and will undoubtedly see that the affair was
managed exactly as I have stated.

In reading these stories, the reader will probably come
to the conclusion that the detection of criminals is a very
simple matter, and that any cne with a moderate amount
of intelligence could have done just as well. To a
certain extent this 15 trug, but not wholly. The plan
once adopted, it is not difficult to put it in execution;
but experience, judgment and tact are required to forma
plan which will bring out the real facts connected with
the crime. This done, the capture of the eriminal is only
a question of time.

Legitimate, honest detective business is yet in its
infancy, but the trade, as at present generally conducted,
approaches the dignity of an art—a black art, unfortu-
nately, the object being accurately to distinguish the per-
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centage of plunder which will satisfy the criminals and
the real owners, the remainder being divided among the
so-called detectives.

In point of fact, these fellows are worse than the
acknowledged criminals, since they rob under the guise
of honest men, and run little or no risk, while the actual
thieves take their lives in their hands. It may safely be
said that the average detective would rather be in league
with the criminals of this city than opposed to them, and
the great majority @re so leagued; and until such a state
of affairs is broken up, the criminals who have money
will surely escape punishment.

ALLAN PINKERTON,
September, 1875,



