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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tae present edition of Bridge’s Conie Sectioos is reprinted, with
a few alterations, from thesecond London Edition. Such changes
only have been made, as seemed necessary to adapt the work 10 the
purpose for which it is intended, namely, that of furnishing a text-
book for recitation in Colleges. To this end, the prapositions have
been enunciated without the use of letiers and without reference to
particular diagrams. As it is true, however, that 2 proposilion is
more readily comprehended, when it is asseried of the lines and an-
gles of some particular fgure, immediately before Lhe eye, then when
expressed in geuneral terms; it has been thought proper to introduce
the general enunciations at the close of the demonstrations 1o which
they he]éng. and to leave the amhor’s stolements at the commence-
ment of those demonstrations unaltered. o this respect the conven-
ience of students has heen consulted, rather than the usual practice
of writers, g

The demonstrations, as they stand in the eriginal work of Bridge,
are in general, so much distinguished for conciseness and simplicity,
and leave so litle to be supplied by the student, (a circumsiance of
great importance in a book designed for lerge classes, ) that it has been
thought best to vary from the author caly in a very lew instances.
Alerations have, however, heen made, when they seemed likely to
be attended by any material adrantage.

The number of the propositions has been somewhat increased, not
for the purpose of completing the snumeration of particular properties
of the Conic Sections, which, in o work like this, considering the fer-
tility of the subject, wauld be equally impracticable and useless; but
in order to exhibit to the student how far many truths mey be gener-
alized, which be is apt 1o consider as linited by particular eircum-
stances. A few propositions, not of this kind, have been added, as
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being amoog the tore curious of those which Bridge has omitied to
notice.

For the convenience of students, some references, particularly to-
werds the close of the book, have been made to the mathematical
treatises of President Day.

The origioal numbering of the Properties and of the Articles has
been suffered to stand ; end wheaever any thing has heen inserted in
the body of the work, the number of 1he preceding article has been
repeated with a letter annexed. The additional Properties are dis-
tioguished by the capitals A, B, C, &ke. A [ew potes cootain what-
ever else iz peculiar to this Edition.

F. A. P. BARNARD.

Yala College, Jane 20, 1881
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