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PREFATORY ADDRESS.

Me. Presioery anp (GERTLEMEN :—

Aw the last meeting of this association, T had the
honour to submit to your eongideration, a memoir on the
“Characteristics of the Teeth, Gums, &c. &c.” and I
now beg leave to submit another, on the diseases of the
maxillary sinus ; and in doing this, I am actuated by the
belief, that a short, and at'the same time, comprehensive
treatise, on the morbid affections of this cavity, would
not be altogether unacceptable to the members of the
dental profession.

Few works, devoted exclusively to these diseases, and
none in our own language, that I am aware of, have ever
been published. Most that has been written upon them
is contained in works on general surgery; many of

which are either out of print, or can be obtained only
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with great difficulty. Mr. Thomas Bell, it is true, in his
excellent work, entitled, ““The Anatomy, Physiology, and
Digeases of the Teeth,” treats upon them at considerable
length; but, it could hardly be expected that, in a publi-
cation of this kind, as much space should be given to the
diseases of this cavity, as their importance demands.
The description given of them, however, by this able and
accomplished writer, discoversan accuracy of observation
that could only be possessed by such as have made them
a subject of close and thorough investigation. I might
also mention the names of others, who have written upon
one or more of these affections, but it is urnecessary to
do so now; 1 may hereafter have occasion to refer to
some of their opinions.

But, although the discases of the maxillary sinus, have
engaged the attention of many able writers, little, com-
paratively, of what has been written upon them is
accessible to the members generally, of the dental pro-
fession ; and in view of this fact, 1 have been induced to
attempt the preparation of a brief treatise upon them,
That one is needed, all, 1 think, will unhesitatingly
admit; and that it is important that the dental practi-
tioner should understand the pathology and curative indi-
cations of these affections, none, I believe, will deay; for,
caused as they in most instances are, by an unhealthy

condition of the teeth, their treatment, as is remarked
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by Mr. Bell, “is so intimately connected with that of
these organs, as to be universally considered as forming
a part of the legitimate object of this branch of practice.”

With these prefatory remarks, I shall proceed, firstly, |
to make a few general observations on the morbid affec-
tions of this cavity, and afterwards to notice separately
each of the diseases to which it is liable.
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