THE STEWARDSHIP OF
FAITH, OUR
HERITAGE FROM
EARLY CHRISTIANITY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649275687

The stewardship of faith, our heritage from early Christianity by Kirsopp Lake

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



KIRSOPP LAKE

THE STEWARDSHIP OF
FAITH, OUR
HERITAGE FROM
EARLY CHRISTIANITY

ﬁTrieste






By Kirsopp Lake

The Historical Evidence for the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ

The Stewardship of Faith



THE STEWARDSHIP
OF FAITH

OUR HERITAGE FROM EﬁRL:“(\ .
CHRISTIANITY SR S

BY

KIRSOPP LAKE

PROFESS0OR OF EARLY CHRISTIAN LITERATURE IN
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

LOWELL LECTURES IN 1913-14

G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS

NEW YORE AND LONDON

The Enicherbocher Dress
1915



CorPvRIGHT, Ipij
By
KIRS0PP LAKE

The Boicketbocker Pross, Rew Dotk



PREFACE

HE following pages are based on a serics of

lectures given at the Lowell Institute and

in the King's Chapel in Boston in 1913.

They have been rewritten and somewhat enlarged,
but not seriously altered.

The title, The Stewardship of Faith, has been
given because I feel that the most important fact
which emerges from the study of Early Christianity
as I have tried to present it, is that the Church
owes its position to the endeavour of past genera-
tions to hold up to mankind a standard of life in
religion, morality, and politics higher than that
reached by the world in general. Chnstians were
men who had seen a wvision. Faith was their
trust in the Guide who offered to lead them to-
wards it, and of that Faith they were the Stewards.
It was expressed in many different ways: in a
series of theological and metaphysical propositions;
in the splendour and pomp of sacramental liturgy;
in the imposing structure of Christian ethics.

But all these things were the expression, not the
iii
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essence, of the Faith which overcame the world;
and the churches will fail in their stewardship if
they confuse the expression with the reality, and
forget that it is their office to protest against the
world as it is, in the interests of the world as it
might be,

The responsibility of those who teach Chris-
tianity at present is twofold. First, never to lose
sight of the vision of a better world, and to teach
their pupils to join with them in seeing visions and
dreaming dreams; secondly, by the study of the
past, and by keeping keen the edge of the intellect
of themselves and of others, never yielding to the
temptation to obscure the difficulties of fact by
taking refuge in the ambiguities of language, to
further the exact knowledge of the world as it is,
in order that those who have the vision may also
have the practical ability to use it in the service of
progress.

I hawve tried to show the way in which the first
Christians did this work, by translating their
message from the terins of Jewish thought to those
of the Greco-Roman world, and adding to it
considerably in the process. And I have also
tried to suggest that the churches of to-day ought
to consider seriously the nccessity for moving on
in the same direction and giving to the world a
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thealogy which will comply with the reasonable
claims of the intelligence, an organization which
will be capable of serving adequately the spiritual
requirements of human souls, and an ethic which
will satisfy both the individual and social needs of
a New Age. For a New Age is coming speedily
upon us, and whether it is to come in light or in
darkness depends on the clearness of vision and
gingleness of purpose of the Stewards of Faith.

Kirsorr LAKE.
Camnrioce, Mass, Oofaber, 1914,






