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PREFACE.

Tz three following traets are on subjeets, amonyg the mosi
important and interesting, that can engage the attention of
Americans.  { have believed that 1o revise anid reprini
them at this time, with & view to gome diseussions connect-
ed with the University of the city of New York, would nei-
ther be useless nor unaccepiable to its Founders, am! Pat-
rong, anil to the Friends of Edueation generally. 1o not
indeed flatter myself, that I shall produce any decided im-
pressions favorable to my views, al ull ovents i]"I'IH.'II.‘.IIjiﬂ.tEl}':
for 1 well knnw that the majority of edueated men are
against me, on most of the points, which 1 presenty especial-
Iy respecting mathematieal and elassical studies.  § hav
not, however, been deterred by the array of great names, io
Eorope aml Mnerica, from the exercise of a candid, inde-
pendent judgment, on our existing schemea of edvention.
To my conclusions against the opindons and proetices of <0
many greatand good e, I have been led gradually and de-
liberately, through the experience awd reflections of more
than twenty years. The preposscseions of youth and of
- early manhood, were allin fuvor of the Classies and Mathe-
matics. I have then, at leass. the satisfaction of knowing.
that, like the bheathen econvertod w Christanity, 1 have
wrought out my present eonvictions against the power of
prejudice, the authority of instructors, amd all the inlluences
of my owa cducstion,  Mav Thope to be pardoned for these
sentiments, apparently irrevelant, bui, as T helieve, really
gonnected with 8 jusi regard to myself and 10 a canse, in
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which I feel perhaps too decp an interest. And m

ean feel too deep an interest, in our country especially, in
the construction of an enlightened system of education,
Christian, practical, vseful, national !

It is the duty of Tarents and Guardians, of Teachers and
Trustees of edueation generally, to examine the theory and
practice of existing institutions, to inquire how far they have
promoted the glory of (God, and individual, social, national
welfare: and to consider solemnly, thoughtfully, how far
defcets can be supplied, and abuses corrected. That these
do exist, can hanlly be doubled by any one, who reflecis on
the actual operation of our sehools and colleges, as atested
hy the unimproved state of the great majority of minds that
huve been subjecied to their influence. In the mass, who
come out of our schoels and colleges, how few have aequired
any religion at all, or much valuable knowledge, the habit
of study, a taste for reading, the love of improvement, amd
the great art of thinking soundly and reasoning aceurately.
Yetall these things ourinzdtntions profess to icach: although
if we look ia facts as the criterion, it is, in forty nine cazes
out of fifly, little more than Ismfeaﬁhal. I speak this, nipl
under the influence of bitterness and contempt, but with feel-
ings of deep regret and moriification. It has been our priv-
ilege. under the blessing of Providenee, to exhibit, for the
instruction of all mankind, the theory and practice of Gov-
crnment purified and regencrated, and Religion disencuin-
bered of the eivil and political burthens, under which it
groans in the oll world. The preeepts and examples of the
Gospel, not thoze of Classie Anliquity ; the rational prinei-
ples of British frecdom, not the wild and disorderly impul-
ses of Grecian and Roman liberty § the plain, strong sense,
inherited from an English ancestry, not the taste and acute-
ness of an Athenian people, have wrought these nchieve-
ments, not for us only, but for the ignorant and degraded
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' m of boasted Greece and Rome. T feel assured that
the same principles, the same precepts will never rest satis-
fied till they have redeemed education from the thraldom of
European theories, unsapported by experience, and of Eu-

ropean authority, contradicted by reason and observation.
It seems to me that our country has yet to learn one great
truth on this subject, that the whele European scheme of
edueation ever has becn intimately associated with states of
society, forms of Fovernment and religious establishments
totally inconsistent with ours: that the great object there
has been o educate the few, and nof the many; to train up
the suljects of monarehkics, and not the gitizens of a repub-
lie; in a word, {o perpefuats aristseracy even in education.
Lot us lenrn then, that education with ug, like Society, Gov-
ornment, Religion, must be gesentially American, nml oot
European; thai it musi partake deeply and exiensively of
the vital spirit of American Tnstitutions ; that it must, in or-
der to ensur: it durability and usefulness, be adapted to
our state of Beciety, forms of Government and modes of
Religion: and that this eonformity can never be discovered,
wmeh legs preserved by any imitation of European plans.
With the Biblc in one hand, and our own history in the oth-
er, we shall be able to juldge best, what education our coun-
iry needs.  Literary Education in its highest sense, n sense
but little known in this country, is much the same every
where ; but religious and moral, political and civil educa-
tion, in a word, for the preparation for practical duty amd
usefulness, private and public, must be to a rreat extent, na-
tional and local, therefore peculinr.  Ours ought to be an ed-
ueation, adapted to our peculiar character, circumstanees, and
destiny, as a [ree, educated, peaceful, Christian People. 1t
ought to be eminently.adapted to our development and pre-
gress, to the improvement and preservation of our institutions,
in a word, to the great truth e Proriz Goveax. Our
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soiooLs are for the education of that Prorre, our Cotine
for the education of the PUBLIC SERVANTS AND PROFESSION~
ut. aaENTS of that People.  But all have one end, one objeet,
Tne seon of TnE rEortr. The youth in our colleges
should be educated on this greet prineiple; that they are to
be Servants of the People.  Let our Schools and Colleges be
regenerated then upon the prineiple, that the Religious and
Political departments are Evexy THINg, the Classical and
Mathematieal comparatively, nothing. Now, these are every
thing, and those almost nothing.  Our ignorance or negleet
of these great truths, is producing a host of evils in o coun-
iry. Let us medifabe |1rufﬁullﬂ|jr on theze ll]in-rnrs: and re-
solve no longer to educate onr children, as thourh, on the one
hand, they were Heathens, on the other, Eurapeans. <
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