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PREFACE.

TrE preparation of this book was fivet sugpeatad by
the Board of Fublication. According to the original
plan, it should have furnished a hasty view of the
whole history of the Churchk down to the present
time, in the form of s tract.. Tha importance of the
gubject, however, and tha abundanee of ita materials,
were such as to occasion an early departure from this
original plan. The investigntion has been confined
to a limited period of our history, and we have gur-
veyed that period with & coneidersble degree of
deliberation.

Thas we have sueceeded, at least partly, in carry-
ing out the intentions of the Board, by the prepara-
tion of a small volame. We have alec endeavored
to present such o variety of facts, and {o show their
ecpnection in soch a manoer, as might Poaai'b]}" make

the volume somewhat instroctive.
' B



4 PREFACE. :

Our facilities for the sollection of materials, in the
several public libraries of Philadelphia and elsewhere,
have been such, that s regard to brevity has often
compelled us to restrain onrsclves from the discussion
of matters which would certainly be sppropriate to s
more extended and elaborate history. We have been
the more willing to porsnp this comrse, because we
folt that what we did presest had moch of the
charm of povelty, and that we ware acting only
as pioneers in an enterprise which will surely be
undertaken yet, as 1t deserves to be, with & more
comprehensive grasp, and achicvod with groater
thoronghness.

The Hallische Nackrickien i3 invaluable as & trea-
gury of historieal information for the period over
which it cxtends, Written by the fathera of the
Choreh themeelves, its exhibitions are fresh and
suthentic; and it is to be hoped that the day is not
fur distant when et least the substance of it will be
pragented to the publie in an English dress. In our
references to this work, we have given whai we sup-
posed would be its lLinglish title, and called it
Halle Reports,

The remembrance of recent apitations in the
Church that are now quisted, never again, we trust,
to be aroused, sugpests the propricty of our making
some reforence to the exhibition we liave given of the
docirinal stand-peint of the fathers.



PREFACE. 5

We have written not at all in the #pirit of contro-
verdy, but with a sincere regard to historic truth. If
any apprehensions ever srose that we might possihly
be charged with partialities or prejudices upon the
gubject of Symbolism, or that our allusions to the
malter might possibly prevent our seeuring the con-
fidenee of any, these apprehengions have bheen guisted
by the consideration thet we have attempted no srgn-
ment either on the one eside or on the other. We
have snppored that we could ses in the fathers of the
Chorch, with all their fidelity to our Confession, a
forvor and Liberality of spirit, an intelligent zesl, &
depth of devetion, that was altogether commendable ;
and we have simply endeavored to exhibat what we
bave soen. Indeed, we flatter ourselves that onr ex-
hibition will tend largely to allay all controversy
upon the subject, and will help io eslablish and con-
flrm the peaee of the Charchk; for it may be scen and
felt to prove what, we are persouded, men on hoth
gided are willing to be convineed of —ihat Gdelity to
the Tmtheran Confossion may harmonize with the
highest and cloarest tone of Christian devetion. We
ghould therefore be sorcy if either the author or the
Board should be heold, by the statements of this
volume, aa being committed uwpon the subject of
Symboliam. In pgood fhith, sand with the best of
feelinga towards the whole Choreh, we disclaim snch

committal.
1%



i PREFACE.

Bo thizs book, making no particular pretensions,
is ment forth, with the prayer that, by the divine
blessing, it may be the meana of doing some
good. :

Oxruizrows, FPabroery 23, 1667,

C.W.8
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