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iv PROFESSOR CADNMUS AND DE. WISDOM

Admirsble! exclaimed Dr. Wisdom. But how ia & ehild to sttain t6 such
exeellance ! ,

That is the question, said Professor Cadmua It is not the definition so
mueh g the attainment. Need [ say, that reading is not to be asgoired by
ruleal Tt is oecless Lo make them the basts of instruction in reading. Sesing
is the kmowing of childhood The thing must take precedenss of the word.

I emtirely agres with yon, sald Dr. Wisdom. Nor ean it be taught by
examples  As well might Miss 8—— attempt to teach my daughter ths art
of mueic by playing over some of her phantasies, as & teacher attempt to
tanch children reading by presenting models of the art.

I understand you, said Professor Cadmua  Hao must grow up into reading
#a ha grew up into speech —by progressive stepa. Reading is a function of
spasch.

Frecisely so, said Dr. Wisdom. And you would retrace in reading the
stepa by which we attain to spesch! The idea ia fall of promise.

Bo T think, added Professor Cadmuns.  We began apecch with words. Now,
in my opinion, there is a verbal reading that lies at the basis of all others
TUnless we ean read the words well, how can we expeet to read sentences
end languaga! The word is the perm of language. The reading of the
word is the troe initistory to all readivg.

Your view, said Dr. Wisdom, sceords entirely with mine, The niteranse
of the word includes nearly all the slementa of readiog ;—articulation, enun-
eiation, pronuncistion, nocent, tone, power, pitch, and rate.

The sentenes, said Professor Cadmus, followed the word in epeech. Why
not alss follow it in reading) Bentential reading is, undoubtedly, the most
important. The sentencs is the developed word, and the germal form of
}..pgu..gl. He, who can resd sentences well, will find no difficulty in read-
ing language. For what is lingusl reading but the uiteranee of connseted
sontences that form the body of disconrsa !

This view of the subject, said Dr. Wisdom, removes much apparent mys-
tery. The child ean comprehend a sentende. He s sble 10 imitate the
model soeording to which it should bo read. Let us, then reduce the art
of reading to the appropriste utteranes of sentences, and it in acosssdbls to
all.  Its sequisition is simple.

Just s0, sdded Profssor Cadmus, And the method is & happy imitation,
Art is the admirer of nature. Holes, we arte free to confess, at an sarly age,
are of littls uvie to children—perhaps a hindrance. They fallow nators,
ana are moulded by thiogs. Aecordingly, we flad that children, who have
boin brought ap in elegant families, speak expressively. Can we not oreats
the pame cirenmstances for reading ¥ a function of specchl
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ON READING. v

We con, undonbtedly, answered Dr. Wisdom HReading may bs meds &
retracing of the stepe of speech. The child may be led progressively into
written language as well as into spoken language He may ba lad, tos, in
the same way,—the colloguial style of expression. The schoolroom may
resamble the social circle st home; and the reading sxerciss, & lively con-
vorsation. The teacher should take the place of the parent in the collequy,
and supply his pupila with the living model. Wi repeat iz, the tsacher thould
be Professor Cadmus, and read to the class as the Professor spoke fo his son

I hope and earnestly pray, said Professor Codmus, that soeh a stata of
things may seon axist in every school in our land. Then shall pleasura be
the scampanion of study, and reading, ceasing to be » caricalure of speech,
become nataral discourse.
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