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PREFACE.

Tae genersl faver with which the pablic has received
% Germen without Grammar or Dictionary ¥ has induced the
publishers to make aeveral very important changes in Part L
In the first place, the type, ai the urgent request of many
teachers, has been changed from the Bomsn to the Gorman.
Becondly, several hupdred words, not before trenslated, are
carefully defined in vocabularies, immediately following the
exercises in which they occur. Thirdly, each leason, for con-
veniemee, is divided into paragraphs, as is the case in Part IL
In addition to these changes, a reference vocabulary of several
hundred words, and several very interesting lessons, have been
added, so that the new book, while it retains all the sprightly
natiralness which has been accorded to the former work, may
justly be considered a great improvement for both classes in
schools and private students.

We have endeavored, after thirty years’ experience in teach-
ing German according to the Natvnar Mersop, to give the
resulta of our labor in 80 condensed and simple a form s to
enable any diligent atudent, even a child, to scquire a fair
speaking knowledge of the German language in the course
of & single year.

The anthor has teught thoussnds of children and adults
to use, in idiomatic German conversation, two thousand words
in & single twelvemonth. He has also instructed one hon-
dred and thirty pupils in a class exercise of thirty or forty
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minutes, so that each pupil wnderstood the lesson as well as
if tha class had consisted of only ten members. (See the
Rochester, N. Y, High School Raport for 1860, This report
was made by the State Regents) No spoken languape was
ever acguired by grammar or dictionary, snd simply for the
resson that no idiom in any language will bear a literal trans-
lation. Just think of rendering the Englich idiom, Hew do
you da? or the German expression, Tie befinven Sie jih ¥ or
again, the French idiom, Comment vous pordesvous P literally,
into any other language !

Bays the emment Chancellor of the New York University,
1t i the idiomatic portion of the language that gives it soul,
if not life. No language is properly learned until its idioms
are mastered,”* May we add to this excellent testimony, that
the idiom of any lanpuage s best learned by speaking i 7
Nay, more; that this is really the only way in which the idi-
omatic expressions of any living language can be properly
acquired.

Let it not he supposed that we discard the help of either
grammar or dictionary ; for wherever we meet with an irrepg-
ular verb in any of the lessons, we turn at once to the list of
irregular verhs, and rapeat the conjugation of that verb in the
mood and tense in which it is need in the given sentence
Buppose that we have the verb [predien, “to speak,” then we
either write it on the blackboard or give it from the book;
s, 3t foredhe, tu forldf, er (peidt, wiv (predien, ibr fpredit, fie
foredserr.  In fact, we make every possible use of the grammar
and the distionary as well, but only as helps; there is no
parsing, no time wasted in useless analysis.

For, as long as the colloquial Janguage is the basis, and the
literary language must coma afterward in any tongue, so long
must the student acquire the langvage sought after by con-
#truction and not by analysis. For the taking ten thousand

* Bep Dv. Howard Crosby's articla in the New York Tndependent, Nov, 13,
1570,
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clocks apart would not enable a persom to construct a single
clock !

An eminent educater has remarked, “ Our daily speech is
moulded by what we have learned in the nursery, and not by
what grammarians have tanght ua” This is the order of
nature, Ho we learmed onr mothertongue, It is in this
nataral and plessant way that we are te acquirs other living
languages besides our own.

The speaking lessona of this book deal with a wide range
of subjects belonging to every-day life.  We spesk of eating,
drinking, sleeping, secing, hearing, breathing, smelling, ete.

As we proceed from one lesson to another, the German sen-
tence ia carefully and progressively elaborated by practical

- examples. As a weaver would occasionally weave a beaatiful
figure into hie cloth, so the pupil is led by animated conversa-
tion' to weave into his spesch the forcible idiems peculiar to
the German language,

By continually repeating the same words, phrases, and sen-
temces in an ever-changing variety of forms, the substance of
each lesson is graduoally and indelibly engraved upon the mem-
ory of the learner.

The mode of imparting instruction by this method is ex-
plained with such care in each epeakingexercise (Spredii-
bung) that we need to say but little here on that subject,
except that in the uss of the two senses, hearing and eeeing,
the hearing comes first, as it should, in the order of nature.
A little reading, therefors, with much speaking is our motto.

Teachers of this method have puraned somewhat the follow-
ing plan with pupils or classes: first, grammatically, they
have permitted them to vary the verb in number, person,
tense, and mood. Tf, for example, the pupil has juet said, Jdy
Tann fléon etwad Dewtid (T know already some German), the
teacher might ask, Kdnnt ibr fdon etwaa Deut{d (Do you know
slready some German}? To which any pupil in the class, or
all the pupils, might reply, Je, wir alle fanen fdon etwas
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Treut{id (Yos, we all alresdy know some German}, Again,
if the teacher wishes to question his pupils in regard to the
articles, he might ask, %o it ver Marn? Answer: Der
Mann Ijt bier (The man is here). Fee Tieht ben DMann §
Answer: 3 Tiebe ven TMann (T love the man). This we regard
na an excellent drill, especially where the pupil has little or no
Imnowledge of the declensions, or of the conjugation of verbs.

But best of all do we regard the colloquial exercise, where,
after a Spredhiibung of only twe or three Wbtbeilungen (para-
grapha) has been read, the questions are put, to exercise the
learner in conversation, as follows: Wefne Freunbe, Habt ibr
Alled verflanbver was wir in biejen Abtbeilungen gelejen Haben 7
Answer: Ja, tolr baben Ao verflanben Das wir in biefen Abtheils
ungen gelefen baben (Yoo, we have nnderatood everything that
we have read in these sections). Then tlie teachar goes on to
put questions in every conceivable way about the subject of the
lesson, until every member of the class is familisr with it

But we think it best to discard ail grammar practice until
Part 1. i3 thoroughly learned by conversation.

Train the ear by Tartking. When that is well and thor-
oughly done, the pupil will have little occasion for aid from
the Grammar in Part II. An occasional glance at the declen-
sions, or at the conjugstions of the verb, will be all-sufficient.
No time need ever be wasted in Parsivg. In construing a
sentence in & dead language this may be necessary; but con-
versation in & living language wholly obviates any such tedions
Isbor in arriving at the meaning of & sentence. Does not an
intelligent boy or girl, at the age of twelve, speak the English
language better, that is, more fluently or correctly, than any
university professor claims to speak Latin or Greek after a
lifetime’s practice in parsing and analyzing ?

Place pictures, as of o cat, 8 dog, or a horse, before the pupil
Any kind of object-teaching is infinitely preferable to a long
lesson in a book. Professor Wickersham, of Pennaylvanis,
says on the subject of bocks, ' We teach too much at second
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hand, toc much from booke” When a teacher teaches by
objects, the instruction given is more fresh and origioal than
any book instruction can possibly be.

Aristotle taught from no printed book, neither did Socrates,
neither did our Lord. A blade of grams, an ear of corn, or the
lily of the valley was sufficient for illustration,

What scholers these immortal teachers have made! 8o it
is! In the bands of the trus teacher the object handled is
inspired with & new life, with an all-absorbing interest, which
impresses the mind of the pupil with a powerful and everlast-
ing impression,

Words from such an experienced educator as Dr. Wicker-
gham will doubtless be regarded ss decisive on this subject
by all teachers who ¥mow by perscnal experience what true
tesching is,

But, good reader, try these leasons and see for yourself. As
& matter of course, every word, every phrase, and every sen-
tence should be thoroughly mastered in each lesson before
commencing a new one. The teacher should sdd to and ex-
tend each lesson as much as posaible by conversation on famil-
inr subjects. Remember that hesring and repesting are the
chief inatruments in acquiring & new language rapidly.



