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FREFACE.

——

THE great objections to which almost every work
devoted to the science of Heraldry is open are
gither unnecessary amplification, or too much
coneisencss. In the former ense, much that is
superfluous is introduced (such as the eongectired
attributes of the various tinetures and charges),
serving rather to confnee than to elucidate, at the
same time materially enhancing the price of the
volume; while in the latter case many important
details are necessarily omitted. In the present
treatise I have endeavoured to avoeid both ex-
tremes, with what success I leave the reader to
judge.

Again, it has becn the usual custom, hitherto,
either to engrave the Illustrations on metal or draw
them om stone, and to print them on sheets con-
taining a dozen or more, and frequently to bind
them together at the end of the hook, thus render-
ing constant reference tedious and irksome. In
this volume the diagrams, each duly shaded =0
w3 to represent their proper heraldie colours, will be
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found embodied in the text, which plan, although
it adds considerably to the cost of production, is
more than compeosated by the ready facility
which it affords for reference.

I have not considered it essential in the follow-
ing pages to dwell at any length on that portion
of the science which refers more especially to
Rovalty and the Nohility ; my purpose ia to treat
principally of the laws and usapes which regulate
the heraldry of Gentlemen.

The student who, having maatered the grammar
of Heraldry, may be desiroms of sequiring a
deeper knowledge of this most interesting scienee,
is referred, tnter alia, to Neshit's System of
Heraldry; Guillim’s Display of Heraldry; Ed-
mondson’s Complets Body of Heraldry; Berry’s
Encyclopedia Heraldicn; Synopsis of the Peer-
age; and The Iistoric Peerages of England, by
Sir Harris Nicholas; Packer’s Dictionary of
Heraldry ; Faitbairn's Creats ; Planché's Pursui-
vand of Arma; Burke's, Debrett's, and Dod’s
Peerages; Robson's Brdlish IHerald; Boutell's
Heraldry, Historical and Popular; and Newton's
Display of Heraldry.
: J.E C



“Taxps is no subject more diffienlt to be dwelt on
than that of honcurable descent ; none oo which the
world ere gresnter scepties, none more offensive to
them ; and yet there ia no quality to which every one
in his heart pay= so grest a respect.’'— duiobio-
graphy of Sir Egerton Brydges.
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