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NOTE.

HIS book is an abridgment of ¥ Woman and her Savior in
Persia,”" by Rev. Thomas Laurie, D, D., and hae been
generously prepared by bim and presented to the Woman's
Presbyterian Board of Missions of the Northwest, for this
series.

Necessarily much of the larger work has beenm omitted, and
it is hoped that the perusal of these pages will induce many to
read the original work (308 pagea, Congregational Publishing
Bogiety, Boston, Mass., price #81.25), That volume contains,
among other things, the best map yet prepared of the Nestorian
country, & number of illustrations, prepared by a missionary,
among them views of the Seminary where Miss Fiske taught,
many interesting letters from Nestorian women and several
compositions by the pupils, (pages 242-262), ons of them the
Bible story of Hannah, from an Oriental stand-point, together
with many detaila of missionary history for which this pamphlet
bas not rbom. That same want of room has led the writer to
try to strike out every superflucus word from these pages.

W.P. B. M. or Tue N. W.
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Woman and the Gospel

IN PERSIA.

CHAPTER T,

INTEODUCTORY.

AY 1, 1818, in the gniet hill town of Shelburne,
Mass,, Fidelia Fiske began her earthly life. July 12,
1881, she became a member of the chureh there, In 1842,
she graduated at Mt. Holyoke Seminary, and had just begun
her work as teacher in that institution, when she sailed for
Persia, Mureh 1, 1848. For fifteen years she was principal of
the Girls' Beminary at Orcomiah, and of more than a thoosand
missionaries whom be had known, Dr. Anderson 2aid that none
left a brighter record than hars. He adds, Tt seemed as
though she spoke and acted justaa I would have expected the
Saviour to speak and act in the same situation.”

A returned missionary felt that some written record should
ba made of her labors, and as he could not induee her to
make it, made’it himself from materials furnished by her.
It was reward encugh to have her write fo a friend. “1I
feel that God sent him to do it.” It was done none too soon

foron July 26, of the following year, she entered into rest.
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CHAPTER 1L

THE NESTORIANA*

HIB people are Byriana. They spesk s modern dislset
Tof the Ancient Syriac which is the language our Savionr
spoke when on earth,and ecelesiastically belong to the ancient
Byrian Church. The Patrisrch always bears the name of
Mar Shimon {Lord Simon} ae the successor of Bimon Peter.
Their country commences on the banks of the river Tigris,
oceupies the western slopes of central Kurdistan and resches
down to the Eastern declivities to the lake of Oroomiah., For
centuries they have been oppressed by the Moslems. They
have not been allowed to be merchants, oxly the eoarsest kinds
of handicraft have heen open to them, and a decent garment
has been eafe on a Nestorisn only when hidden under rags.
Mohammedan law gave the property of the family to any
member of it that became a Moslem, so when Moslem noble-
men seized Nestorian girls for their harems, thay claimed
the entire possession of the outraged family in the name of
their victim at the same time. Their language had no word
forhome. Heveral generations eat, sleptand did all household
work in a single room. This was lighted by & hole in the
earthen roof that served for chimney, so that the interior
glistened with emoke as though coated with black varnish,
The earthen floor was partly covered with coarse straw mats,
and in dry weather the earth sifted down from the ceiling of

*There is no country of Nestoris assome speak of it,. The name Nestori-
ang i3 socleainetical, not geographical, derived from Nestoriue the Patri-

arch of Constantinople in A DD, 428,
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rough sticks, or, after rain, poured down in the form of mnd.
In the mountains scme houses are half under ground, and ce-
cupied by herds and flocks as well as men, 8o as to utilize the
animal heat, for wood is searce, snd dried marure is often the
only fuel. The influence of such abodes on neatness and moral-
ity need not be told. Yonan wrote in 1858, “Widow Hatoon
tries to have family prayer, but it ia very difficult. To use her
own words, ‘we are all in one room andoar beds are very near
each other. When we retire, as there is no separate chamber,
I gather them behind a quilt and talk and pray with them'."
Truoly where thera is a will there is also a way, bat how
many would follow Hatoon’s example? Vermin of all kinds
abound. Mrs, Grant burst into{esrs the first time she detect-
ad s certain inseet on her clothing, but it was not the last
ons, for contact with the natives renews the supply, however
thoroughly the pests may have been destroyed. Did not the
Master suffer in the same way in His seeking for that which
was lost? If anch houses are full of discomfortin health, what
are they in sickness? Mothers often have no better sick-
room than Mary found in Betblehem. Many are born and
many mothers die svery year among the cattle,. Mothers
also labored in the field, carrying their babes as well as
their rude hoes and other tools. Then at night they cook for
their husbands and wait on them at table before they est
themeelves. The birth of a deughter was mourped over,
nor were they reckoned in counting the family. It waa
deemed dishonorable to enguire after the henlth of a wife,
nor might she speak to her husbhand before his parents, who,
it will be remembered, lived in the same room. There was
gcarcely a husband who did not beat his wife, and such treat-
ment yielded the natural fruit of bitter hate.

Thechange wronght by the grace of Grod appears in an inei-



