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PREFACH.

Trere needs no ¢ Auther's apelogy ™ for
aught written for the young,  The mind of
childhood contains no eriticising it enjoys:
the heart of childliood possesses no cynicism;
it believes, It would seem thns a wasteful
weariness to give o vecondite meaning to
what will be received with a simele-licarted
stimplicity, were it not that a parable may
ever be either a tale or a sermon, losmg
nothing of the sweetness of the fivst for the
carnestness of the latter,

I sm ndebted to accounts of that most
wondrous process of Doep-Sen Dredging for
the fanced freaks of a “Miss Willowy-
Billowy " and a * Miss Wavyy-Cavey 7 ;—to
any floating fragment of 11“'“1“11". SEI01L00,
for the desert land of Rory-Tory Island
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with its weird inhabitant ;—to a note or two
of the minor key in the chords of Tife for
the briet sugoestion of Shadow-land.

Wearied m spinit, these little faivy-flights
of mingled fact and faney have been woven
together by my desultory pen as o recrea-
tion and a solace from hour to hour, My
enly wish o rendeving them up to the
sterner custody of print, is to make some
little child laugh.

S, E. G.

Octeber, 1873,
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