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PREFACE.

FOR readers of v mature age and judg-
meny, there are ro mady cxcellent freatises on the
EvinEncEs of THE Cprracian Revicrow al-
weady fublished, that i fs perfectly neediesr to
add fo their number ; bur it oftfieared fo me, thal
there wois il orstitng  aewelhing i a shotier, &
cheafer, a meore methedical and fomifiar form.
Thia te g time, when & i feculinriy firoher W
communicate o young fieofde the chicf gprounds of
their figily and ie lay the foundaiions of a firm be-
efir the Chrictinn Repelotion ; leaving e o
themaeteea do edd fo fheme frimoery cvidences
wwhich reasen furricker in fuvor of Chriatianity,
thoge further frogfs of e truthy which T irust
they will herenfier derlve from #ill Hg‘a&gr ard
betler gources @ from an imtinale acquainiehice
swith the sacred writinge ; from the ilhwminating
and sanctifjing influences of the Horr Serair
ufren their undznmﬂdizwnd tlieir heoiis ¢ owead
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Sromt the experimental comviction, which I hope
they will hereafier have, of the divine efficacy of
the progfiel in furifying thelr affections, in remedy-
ing the dissvders of their corrufil noture, and in
commmicticaling o them thoee buw invalizable Gleg-
sings; freace of conacience, and Roliness of life.

In g concern of auch infinife fmfiorrance, wo
gheciew of evidence oupht to Be disvouraged, des
precntedy or withkeld, And g this Hme mors
Jurticularly, when new compendivme of infidelity,
and new Lbels on  Chriariendty are disfieraed cone
dittteally, with iﬂd’rﬁﬁgﬂ.ﬁk fndugiryy throtigh epe-
ry fart of the Hnedwmn, ond every class of the
vommunily, 7 seems Bphly exprdient fo wmect
bhege Roslile efiempis with fubiicetions of an ofis
Fremife fendencyy and fo Fortify the mindn of those
wwhio 4re fusl eniering fnfo the werld, by fluin gad
coticiae  slalements of the firincifral arguments in
J‘E':.'..'r:'.r' of Chriatianity, ﬂgxﬁnﬂ rhe (‘jﬁlﬂ's thal il
de mode e miviead Lhefr fudgwments, corrafii bkeir
frrincifles, and shake their beficf in the gospiel of
CrRiaT. .

With a wew therefre of fulfiliing this duty
towdrds the youlhy more immediately under my
care, I have drgws afr the Jfollowing - Bitle rrace,
My cldcf object haw Brem to colleer together info
one vicmy and fo, raﬂiﬂrﬂa fogesher in @ nerrow,
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compase, alf the most foreible arcuments for the '
fruth of our refiglon, whick are v be found in our
beat writeves with the addition f suck odserva-
tione of my ouwn gy occurred to me i the firose-
cution of the work, Al these I hgve classed wit-
der o few shore, cleary, distinet friohositions ; an
grrengement which I lwve ofwoys found wmost
convenfent for the instrurtion of youth, ond best
coleuloted to arsizt JAcir memerics, 1o make giveng
and duvrable fmfivepgionk on their wundeyetandingsy
and fo° render fhe - dnfioreen: truiha of relgien
amast easy to B¢ comfrrelhinded ond retoized i
their minds.  ARer this, T would recommend i fo
fny young readers, a5 Moy pdvance in Sfe, o kove
recourse fo one oy wmere of the well krowm freals
zeee of GROTIUS, AvDisow, CLakeR, Lesore,
LanoxeEn, BEaTTIE and PALETY, on the Evf-
dences of Chriationity ; to sowreqf wkdm fom
myself michk tndebted, and to whosr masterly weii-
inga on that endjec (G Eule work wos meont,
only va o End of elementary ftroducifon,

A st howewer worn my woung  discitles,
that swhen rhey Aavey by the course of Feading here
sugpieied, arrived at a fall” covviction of the di
wvine origin of the Christion Religion, they mast
nof fmagine that their tawk iy finished, and that
rotiing more is required oif their hands. The

!
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meoet fmfioriant fart of their buginess atill remaine
iz be wccomplished.,  After being smatisficd that the

Chrigtian Religion comes from Gop, their next

altefi ks to inquire carcfully whei that religion is,

sohiat the docivines are which it reguires i be be-

tieved, and whai the duliee wlEch i requires fo

fe frerformed. For rhis purhoee it may b2 wace

Jul for them fo degin with GasTRELL'S Chris-

tian Tastituieay and Archbishop SEcuEn's Lec-
furee vn the Chwrch Calechizm. In fhe first

they wll find the doctrines and duties of the

Chriztign Helgin ranged wider their firgher
Bheade in the wery worde of serifiuwre, aud in the

other they will see moel f them clearly and caieise-

fy explained by a most abie, fivue and judiciors di-.
wine. After tks they mny forered fo sendy the

seriflures themacives, fud more figrticularly the

New Treatomens, with the assistanee of Dr. Dog-

pripoe's Fomily Exhosiier, o whkich they should
add some of Mie aermone of owr besi divines,.
Bishop Tarior, Baepow, DuERLOCE and-
SpogER. ,

WWhen they have thug learnt what Cliristianizy -
iz, and whai & demande from  them, they wilf fiel
it {0 be their indisfensable duty (Cas it {8 unjues-
tionably their irucsd intereat ) to bdelieve tmfilicit-
Iy all the doctrinesy and obey with cheerfulnces ol
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the commands, of their Maker and Redetmer ;
fo sacrifice to them, amd fo Aty omm future elera.
nal welfure, oll their corrupt fiaasons and irregu-
dar desires ; o fireserve themacioes unsfotted
Jrom che world, and to implore e assisionce of
divine fFroce, cosfisraiing wmitk hefr owr most
carnes! endeavors, to vender fheir Gelefin the
Zospel offectual {0 the sanctification of ther
hearis, the regulation of their Hves; and the salva-
cien of their sonds, '
I hope only to addy that olthougk the Enle
breatipe ix designed frincipaliy for the ttstvuciica
of Yowth, yet consitlered on o kind of recapirula-
#fon of the Ewvidenres of Christiandty, i mey be
Sfrund of some use fo fievaone of o more maiure
age, by refroshing  Lheir mestovicsy and fringing
Back to their vecollection fhose firogfe of their re-
figion, whick they hove formerly read in jorger
und more clgborafe works, end which they will
here gee broughi fogether @9 oRE fivint of view. .






