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PEEFACE.

T present work needs enly a few words by way
of introdnction.  That it= subject ealls for freatment in
the =zeries of which it forms a part, especially at this
time, when men’s crade gl ineopsisteul views of lan-
gnage are tenwding to ervatalhize into shape, no lahored
aroumenl = requived Lo prove. Very discondant opin-
ions az to the basiz and snperstructure of linguistie
philozophy are vving for the favor, oot of the pnblic
only, but even of scholars, already deeply versed in the
factz of langoage-history. but nneertain and compara-
tively caveless of how these shall be eobrdinated and
explained.  DPhysical science on the one side, and psy-
chology on the other, are striving to take possession of
linguistic science, which in truth belongs to neither.
The doctrines taveht in this volume are of the clasa of
thase which have long been widely prevalent among
students of man and hiz institutions; and they only
need to be exhibited as amended and sopported, not
erowded oni or overthrown, by the almndant new
tnowledge which the century has vielded, in order to
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win an acceptanee well-nigh universal. They who hold
them have been too much overborne latherto by the ill-
fomnded elaing ol men who arrogate o special scientific
0 [il]i|u,~r|||-|]1'|- ]_ﬂ'ufllmﬁf}',

After one Lz once gone over snel a subjeet upon a
carefully miatural sl svctensdic plog as 1 odil in ooy
*Langiegze and the Study of Langnage ™ (New Yok
sl Lodon, 18ET), 00 1= pol possible, when treating i
agnin fur the same publie, to avoid following in the
wain e swe conrse; aml readers of (he former work
will not fail Lo observe wany pardlelisis botween (e
two,  Fven a part of the illusteations formerly veed
have been turned again to acconnt; for, if it be made
a principle too draw the ehiel exemwplilications of Lhe
life aud growth of lwgnoge from onr own toneue,
there are certain matters—especially one most impor-
tant recent formative endings amd avxiliaries—which
mmst e tnken, beeanse they are most available for the
necded purpose. Nop lus e basis of lingmistic Tacls
ad their clossifieation nndergone doring the pasl vight
vears snel clinge or extens=ion as should =how eonspien-
ou=ly inoso evapemdions a dizenssion as this, Aecond-
vy, T present here an onthine of lngnistic =oene
aereeing i omany of its principal featnres with the
formwer ones the okl story told g pew way, wder
ehangeed aepect2 aml with changed  proportions, ol
with considesilily less fullness of exposition amd illues-
Liset 1o,

The limits imposed on the volume by the plan of
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the series have eompelled me to abbreviale certain
parts to which some will perhaps agree with we in
wishinr that wore extenzion eoull have been given.
Thue, it had been my intention to inchude in the lat
chapter a fuller sketel of the lustory of knowledge and
opinion in this department of =tudy.  And T hove had
to ledve the fext almost wholly without references:
althongh T may here again allege the compendions east
of the work, which renders thewe litthe ealled for; 1
tenst that no injustice will be fornd to have been done
Lo any, The [vondation of my dizeussion is the now
generally aceessible Tacts of linguage, which are no one
man’s property wore than another’=.  As fur views
opposed to 1y own, while often having thewn distinetly
in mind in their shapee as presented by partienlar sehol-
ars, I have handly ever thonght il nevessary to report
them formally; and 1 have on principhe avoidal any-

thing bearing the aspect of personal controversy,

Wew Thaves, Aprd, 1575,
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