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INTRODUCTION.

1% consenting to write an introduction to the Autobi-
ography of one whom I have long known and honored, |
desire to say that the nineteenth century has not becn
more remarkable for its discoveries in science, art, and all
forms of material progress, than it has for the moral hero-
ism of many men and women whose courage, faith, pa-
tience and self-sacrifice have dome s0 much to promole
justice and huwmanity, and for the advancement of the
Hedeemer’s kingdom. Among these Christian patriots
there is one whese long life of consecration o the good of
hisfellow men oupht 0 be pot only an example but an
inspiration to the youth of our land. John . Fec, of
Berea, Ky., was bornand raised under the influences of
savery and was surrounded by thode powerfully conserva-
tive forces that held many good men to lhe defense of
OYPTCARIOn.

erbaps no other institution ever did so much to pervert
all sense of justice and todeaden all feclings of compassion
a5 that which declares that under arepublivan government
wen might hold their unoffending follow men 10 bondage.

“Chado hena, aod sk them, and cxpet their sweat,
Whith stripess thiod Aleroy wigh Tileeddine husard
Weeps when she sces infiicted om a beagd,”

Nay, more, it beld that this right of preperty in man
carried with it the right to sot at naught the family relation
ancl doom men to the perpetual ignotance of God and his
word,

The youth of our land can have little conception of the
absolute control that half a century ago the system of
slavery had on the minds and consciences of the nation,
Nothing but a sublime faith in God enabled the men and
women of that day tocheerfully accept reproach, ostracism
and ridicule as inevitable consequences of the defense of
the poor and needy whose special claim was that they

o
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were at once the feeblect and most despised of the children
of men. Nor has this been the sole, possibly not the
greatest, of the moral confiicts that have demanded and
developed a true, moral heroism.  The spirit of caste, the
outgrowth of slavery, vwas and is not less cxacting and
miquitous.  “To regard a fellow man simply in his relanon
to his blaker, and to accord to him just that appreciation
that his intcllizenee and meoral worthiness demand, to do
this without regard to scct or color; is still held in large
sections of our country to be a crimeagainst sociely which
will nor be toleraed when theve 15 power Lo suppress it
B0, 1o, the mora] protest against oathbound secred societies,
—the nocompromising hostility w the liguor trafhc and to
any furm of legislative approvat of it and above all, the
upposition Lo divisions in the church of Christ as scen in
the sects and denominations, demand a moval heroism
which needs o be not less steadfnst and self-sacnficing
than that which wrested from slavery 1ts scepter of power.

Becanse Mr. Foc was in all these poinls wost unoom-
promising and trog, and because of iz indomiable
perseverance muidst abounding olb:tacles; he has achicved
a large messure of suceess, and won the appreciation of
even hissemietime cnemies,  That Dre. Fegis now advanced
in life. Hie kabor, though soll cfficient and valvalide,
cannol in the natoreof thino: much longer continee,  His
peward iz in his works that will follow him. In the
language of the poet reformer, Johin G A hittier, asapplied
to another, we mav =av, “Thanks for the poeod man's

beautiful example.”

4 His faith anid works, like sirdams thot intermingle,

I ehie smne ebnne] o
The crystal clermess af an eve kepl single

Shomed ail the frauds of man.
Thae '.'L-Tl}l[ gentlesd of all huntman natares

o joinerd to o e S ronE

And love putstrelelin g unoo all Goal's creatiiess

Witl sty bute ol wrong,'

L 1. Hixaaxw,



PREFACE.

Bnme six years since a friend requested that T propare
articles for the Berea Eraueelis?, on the topic, “Berea: its
History and its Work." Tdidso. The aricles appeared
in the Berer Fvangelisd during the vears 18556, Since
that time friends have urged that I prepare a sketch of
my leadings and labors up Lo my coning toe Berea, and
embody the whole ina volume., To do 2o will now be
labor and care; yet.in this way | may be ahlc to do con
tinued gogd. —utter truth when my tongue shall be silent.
I may e able in an emplotic way to say o the reader,
Frusd God—I1rust bim for success, for support, for life,  [f
in this way you will trust God, he by his word, by his Spiriv
and by his providence, will lead you ingo the hizhest ose-
fulness of which, in your dav and pencration, von an:
capable. (ftendrials will cooe, friewds fal, aed the heavens
alove appear as brass and the earil: beneath as o, vel
il vou will Aafdfen with Jocob, or atand <till with dose.,
vou will scc the farcof Gody the Red Sca of ditiicultie
will open heforg you, and you will walk theough deyv shng
The foture journey may Dideed Be a barren, stony wilder-
ness, yet the manna will be fresh every inorning and the
shekinah of God will go before vou and lead vou aerees the
Jordan, whiere vou will eat the “new corn®in the land of
promize. To this my own comscivusness bedars tostinoeny)
were | to say less | would not be faithful.

Jod= G FEE.

Berea, Ky., 1501,
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