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AUNT EMMA,

CIHAFPTER I

T was March—oold, bleak, and dreary. The east
wind was whistling awsy, and flakes of sumow
were falling, and the sky looked dull end leaden, and
there certainly woa nothing to attract any one out of
the house who conld atay in, and kesp warm and
comfortsbla by & chesrful fire,

But 1t so chanced that this cold chilling day waa
Lucy Campbell’s birthday, aud as the Dean and Mrs.
Camphbell wers absent from home, Aunt Emma had
asked leave for her and Edith to come up and spend
the day with Rose and Kate, and so about twelve
o'clock they arrived.

This was the very firet time that Luoy had been
allowed to Icave bome for a day gince her accident
Bhe had been kept on the eofa and lying oiill, and
even now the pain was not guite gone.  Bhe felt it in
her thigh rather badly at times, but she was much
better, and in & faic way, the doetor told her, to get
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well, if she would take care and not be too wild and
impetuous when she was playing. Now Lucy was
very impetuous by nature, and liked to do just as she
wished, po that it was very hard work for her to be
quiet, and her mother had bo say over and over again,
“ Now, dear Luoy, do keep yourself atill ; don't be so
cager, and go restless.  You will certainly bring back
the pain in your thigh and ankle again.” And for a
little time Luey would lic 2fill ; then perhapa Edith,
or one of her brothers, wonld exeite her, or do some-
thing that did not please her, and up she would jump
again, and forget all mamma's sahortations, and all
her own good reecluticne to be quiet

Aunt Emme knew this, and it had made her afraid
of asking Tmoy wp to the Hall, especially in her
mother’'s absence, but Mrs. Cawpbell hed written to
way that if they were asked they might go, and as
soon #8 Amnt Fmma Encow cbout this permission, she
did ask them, fo the groat delight of 211 the children.

It wae just twelve o'clock when the brougham from
the Deapery drove up t0 the door, and i the
brougham were Lucy and Edith, little Agnes, and old
Nume ; for Nuree would not hear of Lucy coming
without her, for feap her high spirita should carry her
away, and she shonld do too much ; and as Nurse
came, litlle Agnes came too.

And oh, how pleased Eate and Ross were to sce
thern | how they did kiss and hug Agmes and dance
about the hall, wild with joy,



