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P

1. Tms is a Method for qualifyleg lenmere to speak penuine
Bpanish with facility and confidence from the heginning. It
differs esgentially from other methods in that it introduces new
principles, both in manipofating the languege and in regulating
the learnet's course of action. Feoonomy of lima and labor is
acenred by the exclusion of all that ia superfloous end irrelevant.
It enables & beginner to malie Tond #ds progress in spesking, by
supplying him with scatences and ibelr variatlons, comprising
all the conatrnetions and all the inflections of the langusre.

2, Tha foreign Variations exhibit the constructions which
arg Iying lutent in esch of the leading sentences. The English
Varlations are designed to conyey the cxact power of each of the
forcigm Varintions, and to show the different senses in which the
Individusl forgizn words apd their combinations can Dbe em-
ployed. The explavalions thus afforded inclede every thing
that # bewinner needs to koow in relation io each lesson, emd
thercfore the study of Grammer is prohibited during this initi-
atory course.

8. This aystern provides s remedy for that grievons obstruc-
tion to progress which arises from igmoring the nceessity for
agsisting the memory ot the outaet, so that it chall become eopa-
bLle of retaining all that has boen learned,

4, The fundamental law of Mastery is, that the memory hall
never be overcharged.  On the principle that short concentrated
efforts of that fuenlty ot interyals produce for greater results than
protracted applieation, it provides that short and frequent Exer-
cises shall be taken evers day; that all the previous lessons ehall
be rehiearsed on each ocossion, and that the beginner shall inva-
riably hear them read alovd before he attempts to reliearse them.
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It also requires ibat he phall not see the epelling of foreigpm
waords, lest it should fesd to misprononeiation thereof., The
treachery of the memory may thus be effectually baffled, and the
patural tendency to reproduce unfamiliar sounds with the Eng-
lish intenation, and to mispronoenee them according to the laws
of English orthography, will be counteracied ; at the same time
the true intonation wnd promuncistion will be expediticusly ae-
quired by redterated imitations of tho veice of a forcigner,

5. The adult learner who has not the benefit of a teacher
cannot expect to attain the true prosunciation, bat he will dis-
cover it thia course & valaable method of Belf-Ipstruction appli-
cable to all languages. Tlorcughnsar in equally essential at first
Lo those whoe wish to speak, und those who wish to read fordgn
tongues, By working in harmony with the process of Nature, a
boginner is enabled to obtain free and full posscssion of those
distinctive forms of speech which differ most widely from the
constractions of his own language, and 1o roproduce them with
cqual faeility, Dot if the memory be onee overcharged by the
reception of a new leason, before the preceding cnes have been
martered, tha progress of fhe loarner musk iheyitably be arreeted,

8. The Mastery Eyetern moy be as endily ndapted to the
clasmical as to modern langoages sthd it may be carried on simul-
taneously with ony other method. It e equolly suitable for
learners ot oll etages of progress, and as it requires only half sa
Liour & day, it can caafly be put to the proof. This Bystem,
however, i3 chiefly valoable ms ap iwéfisfion into the most puz-
zling langnages, hecause it is Imposeible for any one to master a
fow sentences with their Variations, without acquoiring s very
extensive knowledge of the stracture of the langusge; or, in
uther words, of the Grammar-—minus the technicalities. More-
over, thia ktowledge ia of the most gractical order, and it is
tatally different in its noature from thot wnopplied knowledge of
Luatin and Greck Grammar, which, after ten years of toition,
leavea the majority of educatod men disgracefully ignorant of
those two langmages,

7. Mastery imparts vivacity even to the lifeless aystem of
tegaliing the dead languapes, and boya bepioning the Mastery of
Latin at the age of fourteen, may be expected in eightesn months
tostand on o par in every respect with ithe majority of their
contemporaries who have had six years of grammaticsl training.
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8, This Manual is devised to provide beginners with a stock
of useful sentences before they go abroad. It carcfully restricts
them to a pmall yocabulary, whilst it enables them to make the
most of the sentences which they have mastered. Theroughness
is the very emsence of an EXacy METHOD, and this ides ought
not to be regarded as visionary and impracticable merely becausc
it is unknown in our schools, If we define thoroughness to ba
the hichest degree of fluency, accuracy, and promptitude, in the
uze of every individusl word comenitted to memory—Mastery is
the reslization of thorcughness. The etudy of Grammar pre-
vents thoroughgess, becanse tho learncr necegsarily learns prin-
ciples and obtaing materials in excess of his power of uxing them
with facility. By mastering involved and inveried forms of
gpeech, the learner placea himself in one month in advance of
those who have for a long time intellipently and persisienily
stundicd the Grammar, but without practising oral composition.
The best criterion of propress is the eplio In which goenuine for-
vign sentomees preponderste over literslly translated English.
And for this renson the beginper is restricted to mastering the
former, while Exerciss in Qomposition are forbidden.

8. Bpeech i3 the utterance of amieness, and the most direct
coume for & beginner is to master circometantial and ' compre-
hensive sentences, Facllily of idiomakie speach can pever ha
sttained except by the practice of rendering into SEpenish & va-
riety of colloquia] sentences composed of words with the Bpanish
equivalents of which we ate quite famiiter.

10, Reading, as gemerally eondieted, leaves nothing on the
memory bat o nomber of unconnected words, more or less Hm-
ited, aecordimg to the earmestnese of the readee, Dot mers
words and rulea are wseless, becwuss it is impoasible for o be-
ginner to speak coreectly watil be hos MABTERED soime complets
idiomatic scntences,

11, Tha Epitoma of Langusge, which children instinctively
feame for themeelves, is identical except a2 to the nouns in cvery
vogion of the garth, Within the acope of two or thres hundred
words, children exhibit the utmost faeility in stringing words
together in sentoners arranged in their penuine idiomatic order,
and including the most puzeling eonstructions. A child imported
from a foreign country asquires the same eolloguisl range of ex-
pression in six months {even when Ieft entirely to his own re-



